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Blair outrage at 
40 % pay rise for 
lottery chiefs 


Earth pelted by giant snowballs 
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■ Tony Blair last night said he was 
outraged that fop executives at 
Camelot, the National Lottery 
operator, had awarded them- 
selves pay rises of nearly 40 per 
cent, despite a drop in contri- 
butions to good causes. 

Camelot confirmed figures 
published in Marketing Week 
magazine which showed that to- 
tal payments to 10 executives in- 
creased from £ 1.67m to £2. 32m 
last year - despite money going 
to lottery causes falling by 
£l43m. 

In a rare snap reaction, the 
Prime Minister s office said last 
night: “If these reports are true, 
his reaction is the same as that 
of the milli ons of people who buy 
Lottery tickets up and down the 
country - one of outrage.” 

' Sir OeoTge Russell, the chair- 
man of Camelot, has been or- 
dered to attend an urgent 
meeting with Chris Smith, the 
Secretary of State for National 
Heritage, to explain himself, 
against a looming threat that 
Camelot is riding for a heavy Call- 

In its statement. No 10 sai± 
“The Prime Minister attaches tixe 
highest priority to reform of the 
lottery. That is why there is a Bill 
in the first Queens Speech. This 
is the people’s lottery and the 
money raised from it should re- 
flect the people’s priorities. 

Mr Smith said: “If these re- 
ports are true, I find the posi- 
tion completely unacceptable. 
1 am determined to get more 
lottery money to good causes. 
The new Government is com- 
mitted to seeking a non-profit 
lottery operator when the cur- 
rent licence expires.” 

Camelot’s lottery “winners” 
included communications di- 


rector David Rigg, who re- 
ceived a 90 per cent pay rise 
from £175.000 to £333,000. 
Chief executive Tim Holley re- 
ceived a 53 per cent pay rise, 
with his total package increas- 
ing from £385,000 to £590,000. 

This included a £17,000 rise 
in basic salary, a £4,000 in- 
crease in performance-related 
pay to £127.000, a 47 per cent 
rise in benefits in kind to 
£25,000 and a £176,000 payment 
through a long-term incentive 
plan. 

The figures showed total 
sales of National Lottery tick- 
ets in the year to 31 March 1997 
were £4.7bn, a drop of 10 per 
cent on 19%. Camelot's pre-tax 
profits showed a fall of 8.6 per 
cent to £7G.8m. 

The draft copy of unautho- 


rised year-end results, which 
have been confirmed by 
Camelot, said that bonuses paid 
up to 31 March 1997 were 
based on the previous year’s re- 
sults when sales were better. Ac- 
cording to the magazine, Sir 
George blamed the decline in 
the company’s profits on re- 
duced soles of scratchcards. 

A spokesman for Richard 
Branson, who competed for 
the lottery franchise, said that 
he would continue to press for 
all profits from the lottery to go 
to charity as it was a “licence to 
print money". 

Camelot were, however, un- 
able to award themselves any 
more than one pence in the 
pound under the terms of their 
contract, a spokesman for file 
Department of National Her- 



itage pointed oul “What they 
do with that penny ... is obvi- 
ously a matter for them.” 

Oflol, the lottery regulator, 
said the issue of profits was set- 
tled when Camelot won the 
right to run the lottery. A 
spokesman said that bow 
Camelot dealt with their prof- 
its was “a matter for them. It 
was a competitive contract and 
they came up with the best deal 
for the good causes and they 
kept the least for themselves.” 

Camelot has earned more 
than £lm a week since the 
launch of the game in Novem- 
ber 1994. Sales revenues are 
split with half of the proceeds 
going on prizes, 28 per cent go- 
ing to the five good causes, 12 
per cent to the Government, 5 
per cent to reiaileis and the rest 
-about 5 per cent -to Camelot. 

Camelot last night said the 
figures were high because they 
included the first part-payment 
of long-term bonuses. The 
scheme rewards executives if 
hit performance targets 
! could reach 140 per cent of 
their base salary. 

“They’re all based on perfor- 
mance target and based on re- 
turns to good causes and profit 
to Cameioi,” said spokeswoman 
Joanna Manning-COoper. 

“All payment to directors 
comes out of Camelot’s costs 
and it doesn’t mean less mon- 
ey to the government or the 

f 5od causes. If they’re not ef- 
dent, they don’t get the 
bonus.” Pay scales were set fol- 
lowing consultation with exter- 
nalpay panels, she added. 

The total payment to good 
causes was £127bn and £238bo 
was handed out in prizes, she 
said. Camelot profits were 
£46.8m after tax. 

Lottery grant return, page 10 



Extra-terrestrial: An ice object crossing in space above the British Isles before evaporating 


Photograph: Nasa 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 


The Earth is being bombarded 
by between five and 30 icy ob- 
jects every minute - some of 
them the size of a small house, 
according to new satellite data 
from the United States space 
agency Nasa. 

Astronomers insist that the 
objects pose no threat to peo- 
ple on Earth, or to astronauts 
in orbit, because friction with 
the atmosphere melts them 
and breaks them up between 


15.000 and 600 miles above 
the planet. The Mir space sta- 
tion orbits about 190 miles up. 

The time-lapse picture above 
shows 54 seconds in the life of 
an object about the size of a 
two-bedroom house which 
passed high over Britain on the 
night of 26 September last year, 
before breaking up more than 

5.000 miles above earth. 

But experts are mystified 
about the origins of the extra- 
terrestrial icecubes, some 
weighing more than 10 tonnes. 
They were discovered by Pro- 


fessor Louis Frank, of the Uni- 
versity of Iowa, who said yes- 
terday: “This relatively gentle 
‘cosmic rain’ - which possibly 
contains simple organic com- 
pounds - may well have nur- 
tured the development of fife on 
our plane L” 

Professor Frank’s theory had 
been controversial since he first 
proposed it 11 years ago, and 
1 been widely derided - but 


meeting of the American ueo- 
physical Union were forced to 
admit that he had been right 


“The results definitively 
demonstrate that there are ob- 
jects entering the Earth’s upper 
atmosphere that contain a lot of 
water,” said Thomas Donahue, 
of the University of Michigan. 
“These certainly vindicate Lou 
Frank.” 

The objects were discovered 
by satellite cameras on board 
Nasa’s Polar spacecraft. The 
cameras showed that the objects 
are not condensing within the 
atmosphere, but approach the 
Earth from beyond. Their 
source is still unknown. 





Bob Dylan in 
hospital after 
heart scare 


David Lister 

Arts News Editor 


fi 


Bob Dylan has been admitted 
to hospital suffering from severe 
chest pains and a disease as 
opaque as some of his lyrics. His 
management immediately can- 
celled his British tour, due to 
start next month. 

The announcement from 
America is certain to cause 
alarm to two generations of fans 
around the world. Dylan cele- 
brated his 56tb birthday last 
week, but to his admirers he has, 
in the words of one of jus most 

beautiful songs, stayed forev- 

^ffiTfamous “never-ending 
tour” which sees him perform- 
ing constantly, allied to a mys- 
tique engendered by ye^ of 
idftajcal statements and a refusal 
to give interviews, has cast turn 
as one of the few Sixties’ legends 
who has embraced neither mid- 
dle age nor middle of the road. 

Dylan complained of chest 
pains after celebrating his birth- 
day last Saturday and was ad- 
mitted to hospital straight away- 
He was diagnosed as suffering 
from histoplasmosis, a reto- 
tivelv rare disease. An mfection 
of the sac around the heart, it 
produces symptoms similar to 
tuberculosis. 


Dylan is being treated in an 
undisclosed hospital in the 
United States and is likeiy to re- 
main there for some time, his 
British spokesman said. His 
UK tear to Cork, Glasgow, 
Newcastle, London, Birming- 
ham and Sheffield has been 
cancelled. 

Dylan’s agent, Bany Dickens, 
confirmed the sin ge r had been 
admitted to hospital at the 
weekend. He added be was 
waiting to speak to doctors in 
Los Angeles to try to find out 
the condition of the singer.- 
“It was his birthday at the 
weekend and he complained of 
chest pains,” Mr Dickens said. 
“He went to hospital where he 
was admitted for treatment In 
the 10 years I have represented 
him he has never complained 
about chest pains once.” 

“The affection is potentially 
fataL He will remain at the hos- 
pital until his condition is sta- 
ble and he has improved/ 1 
Though described by Mr 
Dickens as “potentially fetal”, 
the disease afflicting Dylan is an 
obscure one whose effects are 
clearly variable. 

A British specialist in the field 
said last night that the condition 
was rarely fatal but could be se- 
rious, tending to affect primar- 
ily the lungs. 


Kohl’s fall-out with bank 
poses new threat to EMU 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


A massive and unprecedented public row 
broke out yesterday between the Bundes- 
bank and the German government when 
the centra] bank rejected the govern- 
ment's plans to revalue its gold reserves and 
take some of the profit 
The plans were devised as a means of al- 
lowing Germany to meet the criteria for eco- 
nomic and monetary union, and the Bun- 
desbank statement, combined with polling 
so far in the French elections, where Pres- 
ident Chirac has already sacrificed his 
Prime Minis ter in an attempt to keep 
France on track for Emu, is a massive blow 
to the prospects for Emu starting on time. 

In a statement the Bundesbank criticised 
the German government’s plan in extra- 
ordinarily forthright language, saying it 
threatened its cherished independence. 
“This sounds like a nuclear explosion in 
Bundesbank terms,” said one banker. 

The Bundesbank’s refusal to sanction die 
idea of revaluing its gold, which was bom 
of the government’s desperation to ensure 
it cuts its borrowing enough to qualify for 
the single currency, puts a question mark 
over how the country will meet the re- 

r ‘ emeats on time, without Germany in 
first wave, the entire European Mon- 
etary Union project would crumble. The 
European Commission last night refused 
to comment on the developments in Ger- 
many. An official said, “It is premature for 
a reaction from the Commission”. Across 
the Continent. votes increasingly Name the 
rush to qualify for the single currency for 
high levels of unemployment. 

Otto Issing, the Bundesbank's chief 
economist, yesterday criticised Chancellor 


Kohl’s government for turning to creative 
accounting in order to be sure of qualify- 
ing for the single currency. “This is even 
more creative than steps taken in other 
countries,” be said. 

Mr Kohl responded immediately, saying 
the plan to revalue the gold would go ahead 
despite-the central bank’s objections. The 
final decision will rest with parliament. 

The Bundesbank was forced to deny ru- 
mours that its president, Hans Tielmeyer, 
had resigned in protest. 

The row, which emerged only after the 

‘This sounds 
like a nuclear 
explosion in 
Bundesbank 
terms’ 

financial markets dosed yesterday, wfl] send 
the German currency and bonds plunging 
when they re-open. 

The Bundesbank’s statement said the 
plan “goes against German tradition as well 
as the intentions of the Maastricht Treaty 
governing central bank independence”. 
With unemployment in Germany at record 
levels, the general public is likely to place 
more trust in the Bundesbank, the in- 
credibly successful guardian of the 
Deutschmark, than m its politicians. 

Two weeks ago. Germany’s finance min- 
ister. Theo 'WaigeL announced the plan to 


revalue the Bundesbank gold to help get 
the public finances into shape for the sin- 
gle currency. The extra profits would be 
used to reduce the government's debt. 

Germany’s chances of meeting the 
Maastricht targets for government deficit 
and debt levels have become increasingly 
uncertain. Borrowing is running at un- 
comfortably high levels, in large part be- 
cause of recession and unemployment, and 
the government has run into severe polit- 
ical difficulties in trying to raise taxes 
enough to reduce it. 

The limit on borrowing for countries to 
qualify to join the single currency is 3 per 
cent of GDP, and the limit on debt is 60 
per cent of GDP. The only economic fore- 
casts that show Germany meeting the tar- 
gets have been those issued by the EG 
dismissed as politically motivated by most 
economists. 

Thomas Mayer, an economist at Gold- 
man Sachs in Frankfurt, said: “Following 
this advice, the government will have a 
tough time to proceed with tbisplan.” 

Hermann Remsperger of BHF Bank in 
Frankfort said: “It would be very damag- 
ing for the Bundesbank, Bonn and Ger- 
many as a whole to force the Bundesbank 
to make these payouts." 

Even if they are forced on an unwilling 
Bundesbank there will be a further hurdle. 
An EU statistics committee will also scru- 
tinise the plan to see whether the rules 
would allow it to be counted for the pur- 
poses of meeting the Maastricht limits. 

However, the German government may 
still find it more appealing than the alter- 
native, which is introducing additional 
tax increases this summer if it wants to be 
sure of qualifying for the single currency 
on time. 



Defence review 

The Government set out 
plans for what could be the 

most fundamental review of 

defence and foreign policy 

since the withdrawal of 

British forces from MSI of 
■Suez in 1966. 


Channel 5 slips 
Cracks are appearing in 
Channel S’s two-month-old 
launch strategy as the broad- 
caster struggles with half its 
target ratings and a fall in 
forecast adverting earnings 
for its first year. ' ' Page 9 
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Police sound alarm over 
crime on the Internet 

Terrorist organisations and top criminals are starting to use the 
Internet to send secret messages and carry out fraud and 
counterfeiting, according to a new police study. 

The 10-month study by the National Criminal Intelligence 
Service (NCIS) uncovered evidence of growing involvement of 
environmental extremists, and European terrorists - particularly 
Fascist groups - who were found to use the system to send out 
messages and information about potential targets. To counter the 
threat, police are to recommend setting up Britain's first national 
Internet squad and a review of easting laws to allow detectives to 
intercept electronic messages. 

Dr Neil Barrett, an expert on computer hacking and 
“information warfare", speaking yesterday at a conference Into 
Internet crime, predicted that organisations such as the IRA and 
Animal Liberation Front would soon take advantage of the 
technology. “It's such an obvious and logical next step, it’s 
something we anticipate," he said. He added that terrorists of the 
future might use computer viruses to cripple emergency and public 
service rather than bombs. Jason Beimettb 

■ Computer hackers broke into Universal Pictures’ “Lost World: 
Jurassic Park” web ate on the Internet yesterday, replacing the 
ferocious T Rex logo with a silhouette of a plastic duck typically 
found in a baby’s bath, writes Charles Arthur. Hacking high-profile 
web pages is a popular pastime among those with the necessary 
skills. Prior to the election, the Labour Party pages were altered 
externally, and before that the Central Intelligence Agency was 
renamed the “Central Stupidity Agency”. 

Shooters given gun deadline 

Gun owners will have to turn over an estimated 160.000 revolvers 
to the police by 1 October as part of the crackdown on firearms, it 
was announced yesterday. 

A date has yet to be set for the removal of the remaining 40,000 
guns of 22 calibre and below, although the Government hopes to 
rush through legislation so that they can be handed over at the 
same time as the more powerful firearms. Weapons will be 
collected from 1 July and must be surrendered by 1 October, when 
the ownership of weapons above 22 calibre will become illegal. 
Compensation is estimated at f 150m. Jason Bennetto 

Cantona makes patent his goal 

Former Manchester United 
star Eric Cantona has applied 
to register his name and the 
phrases “Ooh Aah Cantona" 
and “Cantona T as commercial 
trademarks, the patent office 
disclosed yesterday. If the 
applications are successful, 
Cantona (left), who retired 
from football earlier this 
month, will be able to prevent 
anyone else selling clothing, 
magazines or posters featuring 
his name. He has also applied 
for a European Community 
trademark which, if successful, 
means that his name will be 
copyright in the 15 member states of the EU. The UK applications 
cover mainly clothing and stationery, but the European trademark 
would cover films, videos, tea towels and even soft drinks. 

Woman in motorway coach drama 

A woman passenger prevented a motorway disaster by grabbing the 
controls of a coach carrying 40 people when the driver collapsed 
and died. Eva Dobson, 39, a mother of three from Hetton-le-Hole, 
near Sunderland, was returning from a Bank Holiday trip to 
Blackpool when. the driver suffered a heart attack on the Mb at 
Holme Park, north of Preston. As he fell over sideways, Ms 
Dobson, who was sitting at the front, grabbed the wheel and held 
the coach steady while slipping into the driver's seat and bringing 
the vehicle to a halt on the central reservation. 

Whitehall jobs warning 

Michael Belt, the independent civil service commissioner, said 
yesterday that the principle of fair and open competition for 
Whitehall jobs would be compromised if “hordes" of new special 
adviser and press officer positions were created by the new 
government But be noted that be had been consulted over the 
Order in Council approving the creation of political posts paid for 
out of public funds at No 10 Downing Street, including those of 
Jonathan Powell, the Prime Minister’s principal private secretary, 
and press secretary Alas lair Campbell. Sir Michael added, 
however, that he would be concerned if Britain became more like 
the United States where the entire top layer of official jobs are 
replaced when administrations change. David Walker 

Bitter blow for road-rage driver 

The beer expert Roger Protz was ordered to pay more than £1,100 
in fines, costs and compensation yesterday over a road-rage row 
with another motorist. 

Protz, editor of the Campaign for Real Ale's publication What's 
Brewing, kicked the door of another driver's car after accusing him 
of endangering the lives of his children, St Albans magistrates were 
told. The furious 58-year-old freelance journalist caused £380 
damage to Malcolm Davies's Vauxhall Vectra during an angry 
confrontation which stopped rush-hour traffic in the city. He 
denied causing criminal damage. 
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Uridff . Rncb touched down y«stei ay In the slipstream of Amelia Earhari, below 



Inda Rneh, a Texan businesswoman,, has com- 
pleted' the round-the-world flight which sixty 
ago cost the He of the .flying pioneet; Amelia 
Earh&rt ■ . '.-'r ■■■■;■ 

The 4fryear-Okl mother of three, who made a for- 
tun&ta nursing tiotrie business, touched down In 
Oal3fend t; 'CjglifomtaC in a restored twin-engine Lock- 
heed 10 E l-lectia, the same model that Earhart was 
flying. ...V - 

Til see you soon," Finch promised well-wishers in 
a broa dc as t canled over the airport's public address 
system shortly before she landed. 

: She teffOakland on 17 March and intwoand a half 
months of flying covered 26,000 miles, stopping in -18 
countries as she circumnavigated the world along the 

bquafflor.v 

;TbeUaBf flight along her route was regarded as the 
mo^ dtfflculr- a 2,400 mile journey from Honolulu to 
the Wtst Coast Facing sfrong teal winds, the aircraft 
was laden with extra fuel for ttw 45-taw flight 
■ *'Finich was resting j yestefday. befOT«'tprsss con- 
ference aikt scheduled call from President Clinton. 

'Earhart sent her last radio message on 2 July 1937, 
fraridcaBy trying to find her bemings as she approached 
Howland Idand hr the central Pacific/ - 



Despits searches for.Earharfs last resting place, nei-. 
ther her remains, nor those ot her plane were ever 
found. A week Ago, Finch dropped silk wreaths near 
the island to honour Earhart and her navigator Fred 
Noonan. The trip was sponsored by the Pratt and Whit- 
ney, who made the engines for the. original aircraft 
Rnch avoided several African countrieson ESrharfs 
route, because of poWical instability, and could not har- 
seff land at Howland Island because it no longer has 
an airport "My strongest thought is. that I'm so dose 
to home. Amelia mud have been so disappointed, she 
got so dose," she said, before leaving Honolulu. 

In speeches in Africa, Asia, Austrafia and South Amer- 
ica, she has stressed that Earhart was living a dream. 
She believed “that people should not live within lim- 
its that were set by society or the many Wnds erf lim- 
its we set for ourselves," Finch said. -W-~- 

TlmComwefI r LosAngeles 


Drug smuggler 
must go directly 
to British jail 

For Sandra Gregory, the prospect 
of six years in a British prison cell 
is cause for celebration. Gregory, 
a convicted heroin smuggler who 
has spent four years in the notori- 
ous jail known as the Bangkok 
Hilton, will fly home next week to 
complete her sentence in Britain. 

The authorities in Thailand 
agreed to let her return under the 
terms of an agreement with Britain 
that allows for the transfer of pris- 
oners on compassionate grounds. 

Gregory, 31, a former teacher, 
from Sowerby Bridge, West York- 
shire, is expected in England at 
the end of next week, when she 
will be taken initially to Holloway 
Prison, north London, to be 
assessed. 

She is likely to request a 
transfer to a jail in the North in or- 
der to be nearer to family and 
friends. 

Gregory, who will be accompa- 
nied by three male British prison- 
ers, was given a 25-year sentence 
for attempting to export heroin. 
That was reduced by three years 
under an amnesty to mark die 
Thai king's golden jubilee. Under 
British law, she will be eligible for 
parole in six years. 

Gregory was arrested at 
Bangkok airport with a compan- 
ion, Robert Lock, as they were 
about to board a flight to Japan in 



February 1993. She was found in 
possession of three ounces of 
heroin and pleaded guilty, but 
claimed that Lock had paid her to 
smuggle the drugs out of Thai- 
land. He has since been acquitted. 

In Kiong Prem jail in Bangkok, 
she has endured filthy and over- 
crowded conditions, poor diet and 
Infestations of head lice. 

Jackie Cox, a friend who has 
campaigned for her release, said 
yesterday: “We are absolutely de- 
lighted that we have at last 
reached the time when Sandra is 
coming home. She still has a long 
way to go before she is free, but a 
recent letter from her shows how 
much coming back to England 
means to her." Kathy Marks 


Bad feng-shui 
deters Tung 

Feng-shui, the traditional Chinese 
belief in reconciling man with his 
environment, appears to have won 
the day. Yesterday, Tung Chee-hwa, 
Hong Kong's first Chief Executive, 
announced that he would not be 
taking up residence in Government 
House, a place he has described 
as having “bad feng-shui 

in so doing he is breaking with 
the colonial past which has seen 
Government House serve as both 
the Governor's residence and 
office. The present incumbent 
Chris Patten, says he likes it a lot 
because it has enabled him to see 
more of hrs family than at any 
other time in his political career. 

Mr Tung, a former shipping 
tycoon, has no need of 
government housing and will 
remain in his luxurious apartment 
and get the government to lease 
the adjoining flat to provide even 
more space. He also owns a 
compound near the sea where he 
can retire at weekends if he does 
not wish to avail himself of the 
Governor’s second residence at 
Fanling, near the Chinese border. 

Government House, now 
overshadowed by the Bank of 
China building, which is supposed 
to give off bad f eng shut with its 
sharp angels pointing like 
daggers, will become a 
guesthouse for VIPs and a location 
for official functions, and possibly 
a museum. Stephen Vines 


transport 

On your bike: capital survey 
says pedal power is quickest 



People wanting to get about London quickly should get a bike, a 

government survey out yesterday revealed. 

Statistics from tne Department of Transport showed the fastest 
journeys in and around the capital are those made by bicycle. 

Worse ning congestion has seen short trips of about five miles 
from inner London to the centre of the capital in 1996 took an 
average of 34 minutes by bicycle against 45 minutes ty car, 45 
minu tes ty rail and 64 minu tes by bus. 

Journeys of about 25 miles in central London were also best 
tackled swtb a bike. Those cycling took an average 18 minutes for 
such trips, while those in cars took 33 minutes, those on trains took 
31 min utes and bus passengers took 38 minutes. 

And thing s can only get worse, unless measures are introduced 
to restrain traffic. The survey showed that for all journeys except 
those made by bicycle, trips were slower on average in 19516 than 
they were in 1993. Car journey times rose by between 13% and 
18% from 1993 to 1996. ■ Randeep Ramesh 

INDUSTRY 

Workers break from the 9 to 5 

The nine-to-five job is history, thanks to an quiet revolution which 
has led more than half of employees to work variable hours, 
according to a report today. 

Traditional Monday- to-Frid ay working is still common, but now 
it is often nine-to-five “in name only”, research by the Policy 
Studies Institute has found. 

The proportion of employees accepting longer shifts rose from 
30 pm- cent in 1984 to 56 per cent a decade later. Often the extra 
hours are unpaid, but may be matched by mana g ement flexibility 
in allowing workers to leave early occasionally when work allows. 

Other forms of flexible labour: such as the use of short-term 
contracts, have also increased - but much less dramatically. 

The report. Employers’ Use of Flexible Labour by Bernard Casey, 
Hilary Metcalf and Neil Milliard, was commissioned by the 
Department for Education and Employment. It involved analysis 
of the Labour Force Survey, Workplace Industrial Relations Survey 
and case studies in 24 workplaces. 

ENVIRONMENT 

Ports put birds to flight 

Britain's ports were urged yesterday to adopt new working 
practices to reduce the threat to hundreds of thousands of wading 
birds which feed cm nearby mudflats. 

At least 77 ports, includingLondon, Southampton and 
.Liverpool, are robbing coastal wildlife of vital feeding grounds. 
Each year almost two million waders, such as knot, dunlin and bar- 
tailed godwil, descend on Britain to feed, rest and shelter. 

The RoyaTSSaefyforthe Protection of Birds argues in a report 
that rather than encroaching on habitats, ports should make more 
use of new freight-handling technology to boost throughput, co- 
operate to avoid duplication of facilities, and use smaller ships and 
canals to reduce transhipment. Stephen Goodwin 

Port Development and Nature Conservation, available from the 
RSPB, Vie Lodge, Sandy, Beds. SGI9 2DL, £20 plus £2.50 p&p 

HEALTH 

Air pollution link to lung cancer 

Air pollution and lung cancer incidence are strongly linked, 
according to Italian researchers who used lichen as biological 
monitoring stations. They studied the Veneto region of north- 
eastern Italy, home to four million people, and compared the effect 
of pollution on lichen biodiversity with mortality data. Lichens are 
sensitive to pollutants, which limit their growth and diversity. 

Pier Luigi Nimis and colleagues from the universities of Milan 
and Trieste drew a map showing the areas of highest pollution, 
and cross-referenced it with disease statistics. In a letter today in 
the science journal Nature , they note that this showed a clear link 
between pollution levels and the incidence of cancer in young men. 

The results disclosed no pattern linking air pollution to other 
cancers or with lung cancer in women. But lichen biodiversity and 
long cancer in men aged under 55 was “highly correlated”. 

The study was based on 2425 measurements of biodiversity — 
the frequency of different species - at 662 points, diaries Arthur 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 41.2% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1996 


. 


The Independent for 29th May 2013 is now in production. 



The managed fonrtts that will provide tomorrow’s newsprint are growing now. Timber is one resource 
that is infinity rcplemshablc. And the world's timber industry is working hard to keep it that way. 
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5!fi-; mi T have “emed a haven 

Stes v d “W® ■ Rat ^ e Ko"^ 

native Macedonia in the 

last Th" four years ago. But 

last Thursday afternoon his dreams 

were shattered when his 12-ycar-old 
daughter Katerina was strangled at 
the family home in west London. 

Yesterday, Mr Konev gave an 
emotional press conference, de- 
scnbwg the moment he came face 
to face with the intruder who is bc- 
newd to have killed his “angel" Ka- 
terina. ’ 


of killer who took ‘angel’ 


Mr Konev, a 41-year-old English 
student, told how he put his daugh- 
ter on a bus to school in the morn- 
ing. “It was just a usual rooming. She 
just smiled. When you saw her face, 
she told you everything. You don't 
need to listen to words from an an- 
gel," he said. 

That afternoon Mr Konev got 
home to find the outer door of his 
flat open but the door to the living 
room jammed shut. 

At first he thought Katerina was 
playing games but became increas- 
ingly alarmed when he could hot 
open the door. Looking through the 


keyhole, he saw her schoolbag on the 
. sofa and a man's black shoes. 

Mr Konev ran back into the street 
and met the intruder face-to-face as 
he leapt from the window. 

' . In broken English, he said: “He 
was crouched down, he was going to 
stand up. I saw him face on face, race 
cm face. I said: 'What are you doing 
here?’ He was just so calm, so cool, 
I can’t believe. 

“His eyes they didn’t move, he was 
just looking at me, then he ran off 
down the street." 

Mr Konev and hi>31-year-old wife 
Zakalina, also a student, wept as they 


faced the press. He said the suspect, 
who was of Mediterranean or East- 
ern European appearance, had a 
splash of blood on bis face. He 
chased him down the street and 
grabbed him but the man produced 
a knife, escaping on foot. 

It was only when be returned to 
his flat that Mr Konev discovered his 
daughter lying injured. Katerina 
was later pronounced dead at hos- 
pital. 

Mr Konev described how proud 
he and his wife were of her. “She was 
the best At everything she was the 
best - at maths, music, at sport, she 


was perfect. She worked so hard. 
With friends she was so kind. All her 
friends loved her. 

“She was just like an angel. She 
liked all people, doesn't matter 
where they were from. Por her, the 
world was there to Jove," said Mr 
Konev. 

Mr Konev appealed to the public 
to help catch his daughter’s killer, 
warning that he was very dangerous 
and might kill again. “This is not a 
man, it can’t be a man, it’s a mon- 
ster without feelings. 

“lo look in my face like that and 
be so cool, that’s not a man. Animals 


don't kill like that, without reason. 
It’s something I can't explain." 

The detective leading the murder 
inquiry. Detective Superintendent 
Ken Woodward, said there was still 
no dear motive for the attack on the 
young girl. 

There wasno sign of a forced en- 
try to the flat nor did anything ap- 
pear to have been stolen. Nor did 
there appear to have been a sexual 
assault. Del Supt Woodward said: 
“We don't know why it happened." 

Police issued a likeness of the sus- 
pect on Tuesday as well as a blurred 
closed-circuit television picture. The 


man they are looking for was de- 
scribed as between 45 and 50, around 
5ft-5in tall and sloddly built. He was 
balding, but still had dark hair, be- 
ginning to grey. He wore a light 
coloured jacket, an open-necked 
shirt, dark trousers and dark shoes. 
He carried a black canvas- type bag. 

Mr Konev appealed to the pub- 
lic: “At the first chance, tell the po- 
lice, inform the police, tell 
somebody. We don't know how 
many children he could loll if we 
don’t catch him." Anyone with in- 
formation should contact the mur- 
der incident room on 01S2 246 0731. 
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Kim Sengupta 

Has Sir Terence Conran’s culinary 
cultural revolution finally gone that 
sun-dried tomato too for? The back- 
lash against his empire of gas- 
trodomes straddling the restaurant 
world may have begun. 

It came from Fay Maschler. the 
long-standing food critic of the Lon- 
don Evening Standard. And it has 
drawn strong reactions in the new- 
ly lucrative world of food, where the 
best chefs and managers command 
the kind of adulation normally 
accorded to the better internation- 
al football stars. 

Ms Maschler's view was trenchant. 
We-are being Conran-ed. In a review 
of Sir Terence’s latest venture, the 
Bluebird food market and restaurant 
on Ae King’s Road in Chelsea, south- 
west London, she wrote: “By defini- 
tion, the sweet, cosy idea of the 
restaurant as an intimate place where 
patron or patroness fusses over cus- 
tomers, many of whom he or she 
knows by name, goes right out of the 
window ... what is put in its place is 
noisy anonymity; an atmosphere 
which could be said to foster a kind 
of egalitarianism where style equals 
content ... it is eating brought out of 
the boudoir, the private retreat, into 
the marketplace." 

Yesterday Ms Maschler was un- 
repentant She said: “We have now 
reached a situation where Tbrence 
Conran, because be is so big, can buy 
up all the best chefs, perhaps from 
smaller restaurants who have nur- 
tured them. Yet despite that he fails 
to maintain the quality of the food. 
If he is going to be mass producer 
like Marks & Spencers then he 
ought to have the same kind of qual- 
ity control. 

“The prices are expensive and the 
whole experience is one of imper- 
sonality. 1 am not sure people go 
there really for the food, but for the 
: novelty value. They are not really reg- 
ular restaurant-goers, some might say 
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Venturing forth: Sir Terence Conran (Photograph: David Rose) and his burgeoning restaurant empire has come in for criticism. His latest addition is the Bluebird Restaurant in Chelsea Photograph: Philip Meech 


they are the tunnel-and-bridge crowd 
from outside London, and it is a 
shame they may not be sampling oth- 
er restaurants. 

“I can see a South Sea bubble sit- 
uation, the whole thing coining to 
grief, because there really is not an 
awful lot of substance, i do think 
there is a need to go back to restau- 
rants which are not like factories." 

In addition to the Bluebird, Sir 
Terence owns QuagUno’s, Mezzo, 
Mezzo nine in the West End and 
Sobo area and four restaurants in 
Butler’s Wbar£ near Tbwer Bridge: 
Le Pont de la Ibur, the Cantina, the 
Chop House, and the Blueprint 
Caff. In addition, he is part owner 
of Bibbendum. Coming soon are the 
Zinc Bar & Grill, the Sartoria, and 
The Orreiy, all in prime sites in the 
capital. He is also involved in The 
Great Eastern Hotel which will 
open in late 1999. Conran Restaurants 
say they cater for between 30,000 to 
40,000 customers a week. 

The man whose steady climb to 
ferae started with the Habitat fur- 


niture chain is looking at broader 
horizons. In future we may experi- 
ence more of the Conran effect in 
other fields. He is believed to be dis- 
cussing a role with the Government 
which would allow him to work with 
various departments, indnding^ Trade 
and Industry and National Her- 
itage, emphasising the importance of 
good design. 

But in the meantime Simon ’'Wilis, 
one of Sir Terence’s aides, said the 
restaurant staff are hurt by Ms 
Maschler’s criticism. And the success 
of the restaurants show the puhlic do 
not share her point of view. “We be- 
lieve the criticism was very unfair, 
what she said simply is not reflect- 
ed in the feedback we gel from cus- 
tomers. I know that people at 
Conran restaurants are rather dis- 
tressed,” he said. . 

Luminaries of the restaurant 
world are divided. Michel Roux at 
Le Gavroche, one of only three, 
restaurants in London to hold two 
Mjchelin stars* said: “I think Tference 
Conran should be congratulated. He 


has changed the whole image of 
restaurants in London. I think it has 
introduced a lot of people to eating 
ont, and that must be good for 
everyone. 

“There is a place for both very big 
places like Sir Terence’s as well as 
smaller, more intimate places. It re- 
ally depends on your mood, and the 


I think Fay Maschler is wrong in her 
views. I know she is quite powerful 
but I read her pieces with amuse- 
ment." 

Gordon Ramsay, fellow two 
Mjchelin star holder at Aubergine, 
was even more forthright. He said: 
“Hay Maschler is harsh and vindic- 
tive in her views. She knows very lit- 
tle, and she tries to be clever at tbe 
expense of others. Her reviews can 
be extremely damaging to small 
restaurants which ace struggling to 
set up, she can shut them down. 

“What Terence Conran has done 
is wonderful He has introduced a 
new kind of cuisine. People are now 
getting in London, the kind of food 


they would have had to go to the 
Continent to eat before. I mid it veiy 
exciting. Fay Maschler’s attack is per- 
sonal And if we are going to be per- 
sonal, can anyone tell me why does 
this woman insist on having a 25- 
year-old photo in the top of her col- 
umn." 

But Anthony Worrall-Tbompson. 
lately of dellTJgo and about to open 
a new restaurant in west London, 
agreed with much of Ms Maschler* s 
critique. He said: “It is a veiy suc- 
cessftil formula, but one of his 
restaurants is much like the other. 
They are not for me, I am afraid I 
like customers to be treated like peo- 
ple, not not faceless numbers. I 
don’t think be is adding to tbe num- 
ber of people sampling the restau- 
rant scene. Most of nis customers are 
tourists and from outside Loudon. 

“If there is a recession I can see 
the whole thing collapsing. This 
kind of cattle process, where people 
sitting down at 7 pm must leave their 
tables by 9.30 is not the way to build 
up a faithful clientele." 


The note of caution is echoed by 
Sir Terence’s brother-in-law, Anto- 
nio Carluccio, of the Neal Street 
Restaurant “He is a wonderful man, 
and he is doing great things. Bui he 
is also going very fast and growing 
very big. I only hope he is all right 
in the friture. 

“My philosophy is summed up in 
an Italian saying ’ good wine comes 
in small bottles’." 

Outside the Bluebird yesterday 
most of the customers seemed sat- 
isfied 

Richard Armstrong. 45, an archi- 
tect said: “It's a fun place. The food 
is good and it is not too expensive 
for this part of town. The decor 1 
thought was magnificent it’s certainly 
worth coming to." 

Tommy and Linda Di Can ova, 
from St Petersburg, in Florida were 
also impressed Mrs Di Canova said: 
"It’s a kind of stylish place, the kind 
you expect to see in a sophisticated 
city like London. We would be 
proud to have something like this in 
Florida.” 
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But Julia Harris, 29, from Pimli- 
co. south-west London, was qualified 
in her enthusiasm. “It’s the kind of 
restaurants you can take in small 
measures. It’s veiy good for large par- 
ties, but not a place to bring some- 
one you want to seduce." 
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Were you advised to take out a personal pension 
when you could have been in your employer’s pension 
scheme? Did this happen between 29 April- 1988 and 
30 June 1994? If the answer's yes - make sure you 
get the free factsheet. ‘ Putting Things Right - the 
Review of Personal Pensions’. Produced by the main 
investment watchdog, the Securities and Investments 
Board, the factsheet tells you: - 

- why investment firms have been ordered to review 


many of the personal pensions they sold 

- why its essential you respond to any letters you may 
get about the review and 

- how to ensure you get things put right if you’re 
entitled to any compensation. 

Get your copy of the factsheet by calling free 
on 0800 003 007 or fill in the coupon below. 

Take action now - it could be your only chance to 
get things put right. 


0800 003 007 

Remember to reply to letters. 



For your free factsheet please send the coupon to: SIB factsheet FREEPOST CVl 037 Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire CV37 9BR. 
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In a muddy tunnel, 
encased in concrete, 
a girl called Liz tries 
to halt the inevitable 




Breathing space: An eviction team member climbing down to protester Uz, who was at the bottom of a shaft and had been given an air mask Photograph: Eric Graham 


Bffichael Streeter 

Inch by inch, the defiant vigil of a run- 
way protester was coming to an end last 
night as bailiffs tried to remove her from 
an 8ft-deep hole. The bespectacled 
young woman. Liz, an artist, had a plas- 
tic noose around her neck cut free, and 
officials were later trying to hack 
through similar ties attaching her arms 
and legs to concrete supports. 

At one point, officials at the site of 
the proposed second Manchester Air- 
port runway gave her a shot of air with 
an oxygen mask, while a doctor mon- 
itored her medical condition. 

Beneath Uz, and behind the entrance 
to the rest of the 70ft tunnel - called 
the Worm - was her partner, Martin, 
and two other male protesters. 

A fellow protester said Li z was a vet- 
eran of similar demonstrations at 
Newbury in Berkshire. He said: "She is 
a determined protester ... She will do 
all she can peacefully to hinder the 
bailiffs." 

A spokesman for the under-sheriff 
of Cheshire, Randal Hibbert, said yes- 
terday: "We expect to get her out lat- 
er this evening/' 

After a meeting yesterday, the under- 
sheriff agreed that the remaining pro- 


testers - around SO at the Sir Cliff 
Richard, Flywood and River Rats camps 
-could receive food and water eveiy aft- 
er day in a eviction likely to last "up to 
two more weeks. Nine arrests for ob- 
struction were made yesterday. 

The Police Complaints Authority 
confirmed yesterday that it would su- 
pervise an investigation into two claims 
that police used excessive force during 
the start of the evictions last week. One 
man claimed be suffered a fractured rib 
and cuts in an assault by police. 

Meanwhile, a separate group of 
demonstrators, the Sea Sabs, said they 
would sue the under-sheriff and indi- 
vidual officials over claims that one of 
their group was assaulted at the site. 
They say ibe incident occurred when 
they attempted to get into the ate ear- 
ly on Tuesday to take batteries, films and 
food to protesters and to visit the Riv- 
er Bollin. 

One Sab told The Independent : "We 
are a non-violent group and we now 
want to show that enough is enough. 
We had a legal as well as a moral right 
to be on the river." 

A spokesman for the under-sheriff 
said he was unaware of the allegations 
and unable to comment. 

Letters, page 19 


Straw to abandon 
Tory asylum laws 


Jason Bemetto 

Crime Correspondent 

Tough immigration laws that ef- 
fectively bar asylum-seekers 
from seven countries and leg- 
islation to force employers to vet 
all new workers are to be aban- 
doned by the Government. 

The Home Office is current- 
ly reviewing aD asylum proce- 
dures and Jack Straw, the Home 
Secretary, is expected to an- 
nomKOfshorlfy the decision to 
overturn the two new measures. 

He wdB scrap the so-called 
“while list" of countries whose 
citizens are regarded as facing 
no serious risk of persecution 
and who are unlikely to deserve 
protection in Britain. 

Lhtder the Asylum and Im- 
migration Act the applications 
from thousands of would-be 
refugees from the seven coun- 
tries"- India, Pakistan, Ghana. 
Bulgaria, Cyprus, Poland and 
Romania - are presumed to 
be unsound unless proved 
otherwise. 

Their rights of appeal are also 


severely restricted with the in- 
troduction of a new fast-track 
system. The move, which came 
into force in October, was 
fiercely opposed by refugee 
groups who accused the Con- 
servatives of "playing the race 
card". 

The number of all cases re- 
fused asylum increased by 
10,400 to 31,700 in 1996 com- 
pared with the previous year. 

In a second development the 
Government will not, enforce 
new rules tocompe) employers 
to check passports or identity 
documents of people applying 
for jobs in an attempt to crack 
down on illegal immigrants ob- 
taining work. 

Under the provision in the 
new Act, which was passed in 
January, two million people a 
year were expected to be 
checked. 

It is a criminal offence to em- 
ploy an illegal immigrant, with 
employers facing a fine of up to 
£5.000. 

The burden of policing the 
system will cost industry an es- 


timated £25m to set up, with an 
annual bill of £1 1.4m. 

Labour believes that the sys- 
tem mil deter many employers 
from giving jobs to ethnic mi- 
norities and could easily be 
side-steppedwilh the use of false 
ID papers. The Government is, 
however, examining the greater 
use of birth certificates when 
checks are needed. 

A Home Office source said: 
"We are opposed to the use of 

■ the “w bitehst''. 

■ “On the employment checks 
there wereprobJems about how 
it would affect the employment 
of people from ethnic minori- 
ties." 

He added: “We are adamant 
we want a system that is firm 
and fast and that deals with 
everyone fairly. This is why we 
are looking at the whole issue 
of asylum procedures." 

These are the latest immi- 
gration laws brought in by the 
Tbries to be repealed by the new 
Government. They follow the 
decision to end the "primary 
purpose" immigration rule un- 


der which a person who want- 
ed to marry a British citizen was 
refused entry to this country if 
an immigration officer believed 
tbe main reason for their union 
was to settle in the UK. About 
2U00 immigration cases were re- 
fused a year because of this rule. 

Gaude Moraes, director of 
Joint Council for the WfeJfare of 
Immigrants, welcomed the 
scrapping of the provisions. He 
said: These changes are of fun- . 
damenfai injjxjrt&acfr The 
"white list" was dangerous and 
inflexible. The vetnng of em- 
ployees introduced for the first 
time internal immigration con- 
trols backed by criminal sanc- 
tions." 

But Michael Howard, the 
former Home Secretary, con- 
demned the change of policy on 
immigration. 

He said: “One of the most 
important reasons for our good 
race relations in this country is 
that we have firm control of un- 
1 migration. Firm control of im- 
migration and good race 
relations go hand-in-hand." 
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Transplant doctors ‘altered story’ 



Michelle Paul: ^ after 

taking half an ecstasy tablet 


Consultants at the top of the 
medical profession were yes- 
terday accused of changing their 
story over why a 15-year-old girl 
had been denied a liver trans- 

P David for 

Michelle Paul's family, claimed 
doctors at the Scottish Liver 
Transplant Unit in Edinburgh 
had decided not to operate on 
her for moral reasons. 

But they had shifted their 
position in evidence given to die 
inquiry into MrcheOe’s death 
because they realised the pub- 
lic would not accept that such 
decisions could be made on 
non-medical grounds, be said. 

Mr Burnside's allegations 
came during his final submission 
to Sheriff Graeme Warner on 
the eighth and final day of a 
fatal accident inquiry at 
Aberdeen Sheriff Court 

However, Norma Shippin. 


for the Edinburgh Royal Infir- 
mary NHS Trust, rejected Mr 
Burnside’s assertion that tbe 
transplant team had retrospec- 
tively realigned its position. 

MicheDedied at the liver unit 
in November 1995, two weeks 
after taking half a tablet of ec- 
stasy at a rave near her home 
in Aberdeen. She bad been 
transferred to the unit from Ab- 
erdeen Royal Infirmary. Her 
death was one of the first 
recorded cases resulting from 
ecstasy-induced liver failure. 

In lus submission, the Procu- 
rator-fiscal, AlfVannet, said he 
was sure the inquiry had 
expressed the “awful potential 
danger" of experimenting with 
drugs such as ecstasy. 

Michelle’s mother Carolann, 
37, speaking outside the court, 
said she hoped the inquiry 
would prevent a simflar tragedy 
happening to another child. “I 


am impressed by the way the 
whole thing has been handled 
. and the consideration given to 
looking into all the different 
aspects," she said. 

“I would hope something 
positive will come out of it - to 
stop something like this hap- 
pening to someone else's child. 
It bas been a really traumatic 
experience, but 1 do appreciate 
all the time and effort that has 
gone into it." 

Mrs Paul, who has attended 
every sitting of the inquiry, said 
she thought some lessons bad 
already been learnt from 
Michelle’s death and that more 
could be learnt. Rmily members 
said they wished to reserve fur- 
ther comment until Sheriff 
Warner had published his writ- 
ten determination, which he 
said at the close of proceedings 
would not be until late July or 
early August 
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Britain’s role in the world 1 

Biggest 
defence 
review for 
decades 


. ■ &% 


Christopher Bellamy 

Defence Correspondent 

The Government yesterday set 
out its plans for wbat could be 
the most fundamental review of 
defence and foreign policy 
since Denis Healey withdrew 
British forces from east of Suez 
in 1966. The review, Britain's De- 
fence. Securing our Future To- 
gether is to be completed in six 
months - by the “turn of the 


year", according to George 
Robertson, the new Secretary of 
State for Defence. 

Robin Cook, the Foreign 
Secretary, was not on the podi- 
um at the MoD yesterday, hav- 
ing attended the historic Paris 
summit on Tuesday, when Nato 
buried its hatcheL with Russia 
after more than half a century. 

The review, Mr Robertson 
said yesterday, "wifi be foreign 
policy-led. We will work jointly 
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with the Foreign Office to es- 
tablish a policy baseline that will 
build on our strengths and the 
best features of existing policies.” 

The opposition attacked the 


decision to launch a review so 
soon after the election. “Tbny 
Blair said we need a period of 
stability andsexious reflection,'’ 
Nicholas Soames, the former 


Armed Forces Minister, told 
The Independent. “Instead, they 
are rushing headlong into a 
strategic defence review. The 
only possible conclusion, you can 


draw is a smaller budget and all 
that goes with it A diminution 
of Britain’s role in the world.” 

In response to questions, Mr 
Robertson admitted that an in- 
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crease in the defence budget 
was unlikely and that some of 
the most radical ideas, includ- 
ing fusing the three armed ser- 
vices into one, were non- 
starters. But otherwise he re- 

[ fused to predict the conclusions 
that the six-month review might 
reach. He stressed the review 
would be as open as possible, in- 
cluding widespread participa- 
tion by people outside the inner 
sanctum of the MoD. 

The Foreign Secretary, 
Robin Cook, and Mr Robertson 
would hold two major seminars 
“with a wide range of outside ex- 
perts in the coming weeks to ad- 
dress the policy baseline for the 
review,” he said. “In parallel, I 
will set up a panel of experts. 1 
will also make arrangements to 
involve the opposition parties 
and the Parliamentary Defence 
committees. I should like all 
those with ideas - the press and 
the public as well - with ideas 
on policy and the best use of re- 
sources to put them forward." 

If Mr Robertson means what 
he says, the new Government 
intends to reappraise Britain's 
role in the world. But it cannot 
escape the fact that this is the 

third major defence review in 10 
years. Following Options for 
Change and Front Line Fast , 


Harrier taking off from 

the aircraft carrier HMS 
Invincible, currently 
stationed in the Adriatic. 
The Government’s defence 
review will re-examine 
the role of such aircraft 

photograph: Reuters 

conducted tinder the Times, 
the new Government either has 
r 0 make more fundamental 
choices - abolishing Britain’s 
commitment to large-scale, 
“high-intensity” first-division 
war. relegating the British Army 
to a second-division gendarm- 
erie, and possibly scrapping 
hugely expensive defence pro- 
grammes like the four-nation 
Eurofighter project which is ex- 
pected to cost Britain £15.4 bn. 

The last government com- 
mitted Britain to building 230 

Eurofighters, and the new Gov- 
ernment remains committed - 
so far. Alternatively, the Gov- 
ernment might give this tip but 
still try to retain Britain’s abil- 
ity to punch above its weight m 
be world arena - which Mr 
Robertson praised yesterday. 

“There are very few interna- 
tional conflicts where people 
don't want British troops 
there,” he said. And, without 
giving away the conclusions of 
the review, “it is acknowledged 
that some aspects of high in- 
tensity warfare are crucial to 
peacekeeping. When 1 was in 
Bosnia last week, I saw some of 
the mightiest armour ever de- 
ployed deployed there. "Those 
who sought a simplistic choice 
between retaining the ability to 
win a high-intensity, pig-iron 
war, and a peacekeeping gen- 
darmerie were disappointed. 

The Government was at pains 
to stress what it called the “de- 
veloping consensus on defence 
and to establish the widest pos- 
sible shared vision about Brit- 
ain's future security needs and 
the tasks of the armed forces." 

“T don't want this to be a 
Labour strategic review. I want 
it to be Britain’s defence re- 
view,” Mr Robertson said. He 
said he wanted the nation to 
come to a common view on de- 
fence and Britain's role in the 
world, and that it should not be- 
come, as he put it, “a political 
football". 

The new Government has 
committed itself to maintaining 
MoD spending plans for the 
next two years. Thereafter, any- 


next two years 
thing goes. 


Britain’s role in the world 2 

Short spells 
out mission to 
cut poverty 


Steve Craws haw 

A "major shift" in government 
policy on aid was signalled yes- 
terday ty Clare Short in her first 
major speech since becoming 
Secretary of Slate for Interna- 
tional Development. 

Speaking at the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, in 
London, she criticised the 
weight given to "political and 
commercial considerations" by 
the former Tory government. 

But she spoke in upbeat terms 
of the possibilities of global 
change, suggesting that her own 
department could be redundam 
within a generation, because of 
the elimination of world pover- 
ty - “not alleviate, eliminate". 

Ms Short argued: “I hope 
that within 25 to 30 years both 
the aid programme and my de- 
partment will be closed down 
because our basic task has been 
accomplished.” 

She insisted, too, that there 
was no compassion fatigue, as 
it is usually understood. “The 
syndrome described as com- 
passion fatigue is not a loss of 
compassion, but a general de- 
spondency because progress 
seems so evasive. 1 believe that 
as we set targets and begin to 
meet them, public support for 
development will grow." 

She had warm words for 
Lynda Chaiker, her predecessor 
at the department, then known 
as the Overseas Development 
Administration. “I respect and 
admire Lynda Chaiker for the 
efforts that she made to sustain 
the quality and quantity of the 
aid programme. 

But she insisted that Baroness 
Chaiker was working with her 
hands tied, because of the atti- 
tudes of the previous govern- 
ment. "She was fighting a battle 
against impossible odds.” 

She said that, given the pub- 
lic emphasis placed by the For- 
eign Secretary, Robin Cook, on 
“ethical considerations" in for- 
eign policy, she would be less at 
odds with the politically-mind- 
ed Foreign Office than Lady 
Chaiker was. 

She referred to the problems 
which the government created 
for itself! with the Pergau dam 
affair, when aid funds were 
spent on commercial projects. 
But she acknowledged that 
there was still likely to be “cre- 
ative tension" between her de- 


partment and the Foreign Sec- 
retary. 

Ms Short noted that aid has 
steadily been cut, in recent 
years. In 1979, she said, the 
Labour government spent 0.51 
per cent of Gross National 
Product (Gnp) on aid a figure 
that was "rising steadily". Now, 
the figure was "0.27 per cent and 
has been cut steadily ” She re- 
iterated Labour’s target of in- 
creasing the size of the aid 
programme, to match a United 
Nations target of 0.7 per cent, 
while this year staying “within 
existing departmental budgets”. 

But, when asked to give a date 
for achieving the 0.7 per cent fig- 
ure, she was dismissive. “I am in- 
creasingly exasperated by those 





Clare Short: Upbeat about 

elimination of world poverty 

who think that the size of the aid 
budget is the only important 
thing,” she said insisting that 
Labour’s co mmitm ent to in- 
creasing the spending on aid was 
“not about quick headlines”. 

Ms Short said it was “essen- 
tial” to ensure coherence be- 
tween the UK aid programme, 
on the one hand, andpoliey on 
trade and debt, on the other. "It 
is precisely to give that sort of 
coherence that the Department 
of International Development 
has been created" The new de- 
partment comes with a seat at 
the Cabinet table attached a 
personal victory for Ms Short. 

She packaged all her talk of 
aid yesterday with an emphasis 
on “sensibly regulated market 
economy", and on the obser- 
vance of human rights. She 
talked of “partnership” with 
governments, but insisted that 
partner governments “must be 
committed to the creation of the 
right economic and political 
environment". 
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No short cut to slimming say doctors 


Jf pem y Laurence 

Health Editor 

Slimming piJJs offer no cure for 
Jhe overweight and should only 
fat People when 

■tv I®* specialists say. 

'ttere is no short cut to shed- 

“S Hah and pills only work 
when combined with diet, ex- 
ercise and changes in lifestyle. 
But ludicrous claims are made 
ior commercial remedies which 
promise dangerous levels of 
weight loss, the experts say. 

The first report to set out 
standards of good practice for 
the treatment of overweight 
and obese patients, published 

yesierdaybythe Royal College 

or Physicians, says anti-obesity 
drugs should only be prescribed 
lothose medic alty defined as 
obese in whom other weight loss 
measures, such as diet and 
exercise, have failed. 

No one should lake the drugs 

lor more than a year and they 
should be stopped early if the 
individual has failed to lose 10 
per cent of his or her weight 
after three months. 

Obese individuals are de- 
fined as those with a body mass 
index over 30. This is a measure 
of fatness obtained by dividing 
weight in kilograms by height in 
metres squared. The ideal BM! 
is 20 to 25 and above 25 is de- 
fined as overweight. A more di- 
rect measure of overweight is a 
waist measurement of «li) inch- 
es in men and 37 in women 
which is associated with in- 
creased medical problems. 

The report was commis- 
sioned by the last government 
in response to concern that 
private slimming clinics were 
handing out pills without prop- 
er medical checks. Dr Peter 
Kopelman. chairman of the 
working party and an expert on 
obesity, said pills should never 
he used as the first line of attack. 
■'The svelte ideal is not achiev- 
able with these drugs," he said. 

“Slimming'’ pills was a mis- 
nomer because the only ac- 
ceptable drugs in the treatment 
of obesity suppress appetite 
rather than make people thin- 



BotUe feet An appetite stqj- 
pressant, above, but diet and 
exercise is the only way to get 
rid of bulging bellies, right 

ner. Drugs which stimulate the 
burning of extra energy such as 
amphetamines and thyroid hor- 
mone should never be used 
because of their addictive prop- 
erties. the report says. 

Dr Kopelman said commer- 
cial weight loss preparations ad- 
vertised in the media were not 
medicines and bad not been sci- 
entifically evaluated. “We are 
concerned about these because 
the claims made for weight loss 
are totally unrealistic and if they 
were achieved they would be 
dangerous." 

He said the use of drugs in 
very fat people was justified be- 
cause obesity was a serious 
medical conch lion with an in- 
creased risk of joint disorders, 
heart disease and diabetes, but 
patients should be wanted about 
side effects. Even a 10 per cent 
weight loss could significantly 
reduce these risks. 

Although people tended to 
put weight back on after stop- 
ping the drugs, more research 
was needed into their long- 
term safety before they could be 
recommended for more than 12 
months. 

Professor David London, a 
member of the working party, 
said private slimming clinics 
had a duly to inform the pa- 
tient's own GP when they were 


Medical staff 
told to expose 
sick colleagues 


Jeremy Laurence 


Doctors and nurses who believe 
that sick colleagues are putting 
patients at risk must raise the 
alarm even if that means breach- 
ing medical confidentiality, an in- 
quiry has concluded. 

The inquiry into the case of 
.Amanda Jenkmson. an imensive- 
csitv nurse at Bassetlaw Hospi- 
tal. Nottinghamshire, who was 
jailed for five years in 199b for 
harming a patient, calls for a 
change nf culture in the National 
Health Service to ensure that 
staff who pose a threat are iden- 
tified before they can do harm 

There is no “absolute duty" 
of confidentiality but NHS pro- 
fessionals show a “marked and 
noticeable reluctance" to pass 
on information to colleagues 
(hat could be important to pro- 
tect the safety of patients, it says. 

Jenkinsori. 37. was convicted 
at Nottingham Crown Court, af- 
ter a three-year police investi- 
gation, of' causing grievous 
Bodily harm to a patient. It was 
alleged that she bad tampered 
with life-support equipment to 
discredit colleagues. 

The Inquiry, commissioned 
by North Nottinghamshire 
Health Authority, makes 29 rec- 
ommendations for improving 
recruitment practices, the check- 
ing of medical records and bet- 
ter communication. It suggests 
nurses might serve a probauon- 
arv period in any new job and 
that their occupational health 


record should move with them. 

The inquiry, chaired by 
Richard Bullock, a solicitor, 
said that taken together Jenk- 
insons references revealed a pat- 
ient of a “somewhat prickly 
character who had difficulty ac- 
cepting guidance. Jet alone dis- 
cipline or superior authority". 

The Royal College of Nurs- 
ing said patient safety was para- 
mount but a balance had to be 
struck between protecting pa- 
tients and stigmatising nurses 
with minor, especially psychi- 
atric, illnesses. 

Following the case of Bever- 
ley AlUtL a muse at Grantham 
Hospital, Lincolnshire, who was 
given 13 life sentences in 1993 
for murdering four children 
and attacking a further nine, 
NHS trusts stepped up efforts 
to screen out unsuitable em- 
ployees. Nervous employers 
blacklisted anyone with a history 
of mental Alness. 

A spokesman for the college 
said the "blame culture" in the 
NHS had to be replaced with one 
which was more supportive. 

■ A nurse at the centre of an in- 
quiry into the deaths of four pa- 
tients at the Royal Victoria 
Infirmary, Newcastle upon Tyne, 
was still being questioned by po- 
lice yesterday following her ar- 
rest on Tuesday. 

Kathleen Atkinson was sus- 
pended from her intensive care 
post a year ago and dismissed 
two months later for alleged 
gross misconduct. 
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Vanishing Twin 

. By John Burnside 

l remember the fields of §rv™ 
m ifiv sister’s dream, 

the fax on the real! of the church, the slow 
pull of the river, 

but haw could she see, when 1 was suspended in gold, 

a,i iwmiotic light, a stead}’ 

pulse against the newh-fumished bone? 

She bled away. Bin sometimes / wake in the dark 
and feel her with me, breathing through the sheets, 
or I rum in the shimmer of day 
and catch her out: 

mv opposite, though stiU identical r . 

sties caching down to haul me from a web 

nf birthmarks, age lines, scars beneath the skm. 



The facts on fat 


QbesByJn England doubted 
between 198Q and l$fci \ : 
from 6 per cent to laa per- 
cent of men and ftom 8 par 
centto *7.3 'peftiegtef 
women: Hdf ttie&fcift / V* 
population fe overweights . 

Mattersare worse frv the'; 
United States y&erej&isei : 
suiveyalwjwddone-ttilrdof 
the white popuiationqfy 
both sexes were obese. In ' 
Germany, a199GsuJvey- 
showed 17J2percetitt)f: ~ 
men and 19.3 percent gf . 
women were obesti, ■ - ' ■; / - . 

Obesity is defirwd aah J 7:. \ 
body mass index (BMl) qf< - 
30 or above. A man wbo : 
measures 5ft 1Q5narid~ 

weighs tS-storie fe obese, 
as is a woman of 5ft 7in' i-.. 
weighing I3st lOfoS-BMlis; 
a measure" of fatness f -;. 
derived by dividing weight. : - 
ln kilograms by height &t 

metres squared. 


being treated. "People are which could be dangerous. It is 
embarrassed by obesity, they very important that everyone 
may go to a private clinic with- involved in treatment should 
out telling their GP and end up know about all the others. " 
getting a double dose of drugs A review of treatments for 


obesity published last month The report, published as an 
concluded that appetite sup- Effective Healthcare Bulletin,by 
pressants can lead to large the NHS Centre for Review 
weight loss but the benefits and Dissemination, which is 
tend to plateau after six months, funded by the Department of 


Health, said fat people got lit- 
tle help from family doctors 
because they found obesity 
too frustrating a condition (6 
treat. Getting rid of excess flab 


was a laborious task and the 
goal was so elusive that GPs 
tended to ignore the problem 
even though it was a major 
health issue. 



Find the right 

mortgage 

without 
going round 

the houses. 


Halifax has a wide range of flexible mortgages for First Time 
Buyers. R>r example, there’s the Easy Start First Mortgage, which 
gives you a 3% discount (currently 4.60% 7.7% APR) for the 
important first two years* and comes with a free valuation of up 
to £405 Alternatively, if you want to plan ahead with certainty, 


we can offer a choice of fixed rates. Our First Time Buyer fixed 
rates start from as low as 5.49% 5.8% APR. 

To help you into your new home, call into your local Halifax 
branch and make an appointment with a Halifax Home Arranger, 
or phone us free on 0800 10 11 10 for an information pack. 
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“Vanishing Twin" cranes from John Burnside's sixth collection i } 
of ‘ Sarmal Skin, just published by Jonathan Cape I | 

(£7). Cape also publishes Burnside's firet novel The Dumb j j 

House. ’ j 


Get a Httte extra help. 
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Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 

Kenneth Clarke last night made 
a flattering bid to imitate Tony 
Blair's success in modernising new 
Labour - with a call for “a new 
Conservatism." 

In his first speech for the Tory 
leadership contest, the former 
chancellor of the Exchequer said: 
“In opposition, the party organi- 
sation takes on a critical new im- 
portance. I believe we must 
overhaul and revitalise our organ- 
isation at every level, so that, just 
as it did for Labour under Blair, 
parly reform becomes the instru- 
ment for the widest possible par- 
ticipation in a new Conservatism." 

Mr Clarke told the Inns of 
Court Conservative Association, in 
London, that once the leadership 
election rules had been changed, 
towards the end of the year, he 
would resubmit himself for re- 
election under the new rules. 

But as Michael Howard, the for- 
mer home secretary, indicated in 
a speech to constituency Conser- 
vative association chairmen at a 
Westminster meeting last night, 
that is now becoming common 
ground among the candidates. 


Mr Howard said: “I promise that 
if I am elected, I shall stand again 
for election under the new rules as 
soon as that can be arranged.” 

That opens up the prospect of 
the new leader standing down as 
John Major did in 1995, in order 
to defend his own leadership, ear- 
ly next year. But the incumbent has 
an undoubted advantage, and few 
believe the party at large would 
wish to oust a new leader so soon 
after his first election next month. 

In his maiden campaign speech, 
Mr Oarke said last night that the 
economy would be the “absolute 
centre-point" of Tory attack on 
Labour, which, he said, was 
“preparing to cook the books 
which we left in apple-pie order”. 

But he warned that the most vi- 
tal task faced by the Conservatives 
was to create a fighting machine 
that could win again. “The Con- 
servative Party is a party' of pow- 
er, or it is nothing," he said. 

That meant unity, and an end to 
in-fighting, but also creating “a pos- 
itive, popular force which can 
reach out and appeal to those 
groups which the parliamentary 
party now under-represents: to 
women, to the young, to the cities, 
to Scotland and Whies". 


Mr Howard told his meeting, 
however, that the Tories had been 
written off after the 1945 Labour 
landslide, butfh^yahnost^b 3 ^ 
five years later and Chanslp| was 
returned to office in l^l^fiaau- 
gurating 13 years ofTb^adgfiDis- 
tration. So, yes, we have ay$dy to 
climb. But. we a^e dhobihg^^row* 
don, not Everest”. • „ 1 ‘ 

Earlier, leadership contender 
John Redwood told a press confer- 
ence that his own version of the 
“green" crusade meant more at- 
tractive public transport, wiihoui pe- 
nalising car drivers, and a concerted 

programme to increase water sup- 
ply through a curb on leakage! 

Answering questions, he protest-, 
ed that be. was not intent oh tak- 
ing the party to the right, but fras' 
running a mainstream campaign; 
“We don't want to run a faction,” 
he said. “We want to run the Con- 
servative Party as a whole in the in- 
terests of the wider electorate. 

“I am fed up with aQ this right- 
left stuff. We are Conservatives. Ws 
believe in common-sense princi- 
ples. It is high time we were proud 
of those principles and got out 
there and told people why we be- 
lieve in them, why theywcruld be 1 
good for them." 









Battle cry: Kenneth Clarke said yesterday, ‘The Conservative Party Is a party of power, or it is nothing- 


photograph: Philip Meech 


IF MONEY TALKS, 

THE V01V0 S40 SPEAKS 
PERFECT SENSE. 
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THE VOLVO S40 1-8 FROM ONLY £175 A MONTH. 


The stunning S40 is a car for people with more sense 
than money. 

Thanhs to Volvo’s Advantage scheme and the S40’s 
ability to hold its value, you can now drive the 1-8 litre 
for only £175 per month. 

And, at the end of a 2 or 3 year period, you can opt 
to buy the car with a final payment, choose another Volvo, 
or simply return it without incurring any farther cost. 

Ton also get more torque for your money with the 
choice of smoothly refined 16 valve aluminium petrol 
engines or an economic turbo-diesel engine. 

And of course, it comes with all the classic standard 
safety features you’d expect of a Volvo - Side Impact 
Protection System (SIPS), driver’s airbag, SIPS airbags 
and ABS. (So your senses won’t be numbed, either.) 
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VOLVO ADVANTAGE 

S40 1-8- £15,120 

ON THE ROAD 


13 - 6 % 


VARIABLE 


ON THE ROAD PRICE SI5.120.00 

DEPOSIT (37%) £5,600.00 

BALANCE £9,520.00 

24 MONTHLY PAYMENTS OF** £174.73* 

OPTIONAL FINAL PURCHASE 

PAYMENT/GMEV*** £7,535.00 

CHARGE FOR CREDIT £2,273.52 

TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE £17,393.52 


** Ao arcepUnre fee of 165 Is added w the Erst pajwejit. 

“* The OpUoaal Pinal Pnniase Payment b a am equal to the GMEV (Guaranteed Minim nm End Value). 

• Special S175 pa Advantage offer quoted above b for a S40 1.8 platform car ordered hy 31st May 1987. Baaed 
ob 12,000 Miles pa. Eneas stlnge win be charged as Own on the agreement 

On top of this, there’s a free £700 styling pack* consisting 
of alloy wheels, front fog Ughts t and a leather steering 
wheel. 

With the 1-6 litre model starting from only £14,670 on 
the road, it now makes perfect sense to choose a Volvo S40. 

VOLVO. A CAR YOU CAN BELIEVE IN. 




Apart from the hard-core campaigners, who have dedared 
their support for each of the six Conservative leadership can- 
didates, there are unofficial lists of potential suPP° rt ® rs 
lected by each camp. The Independent has identified more 
than 1 00 Conservative MPs from those lists, and while some 
might be mistaken - particularly with MPs wanting to con- 
sult their local parties before casting their votes on 10 June 
_ they could provide a rough indication of the way in wruen 
the first-round voting might be weighted. (Commons cam- 
paign team members in bold) 

KENNETH CLARKE: 

David Curry (joint campaign manager), Michael Jack (joint cam- 
paign manager), with support declared by: Michael Mates, John 
Gummsr. Ian Taylor. 

Possible supporters include: 

Michael Ancram. Devizes: Tony Baldry, Banbury: Virginia Bottom- 
ley, SW Surrey: Peter Brooke. Cities of London and Westminster: 
Quentin Davies, Grantham and Stamford: Sir Peter Emery, E De- 
von: Michael Fabricant Lichfield: Sir Norman Fowler, Sutton Cold- 
field: Edward Garhler, Harborough: Sir Alan Haselhunst, Saffron 
Walden: Sir Edward Heath, Old Bexley and Sidcup; Michael Hes- 
eitine. Henley; Douglas Hogg, Sleaford and North Hykeham; Robert 
Jackson. Wantage: Sir Geoffrey Johnson Smith, Wealden; Tom King, 
Bridgwater. Sir Peter Lloyd, Fareham; Sir Nicholas Lyell, NE Bed- 
fordshire: John MacGregor, S Norfolk; Sir David Madel, SW Bed- 
fordshire: Andrew Rowe, Raversham and Mid Kent; David Ruffley, 
Bury St Edmunds; Peter Temple-Morris, Leominster; Robert Wal- 
ter, N Dorset: Sir Ray Whitney. Wycombe: and Sir George Young. 
NW Hampshire..^) t 

STEPHEN OORREU-* 

.Simon Buote, (camp^gri manager), wittf support declared by ■ 
.David Fabe^| , eit^i.tjf|J5hauq..Woadwafd. ... ... 
'Possibie'stipporfers mcliicfe: ' ■ 

Richard Ottaway, Croydon S. (6) 

WILLIAM HAGUE: 

James Arbuthnot (campaign manager), with support declared 
by: Alan Duncan, Nigel Evans, James Paice, Tim Yeo, 
Roger Gale, Nick Hawkins. Humfrey Malins. 

Possible supporters include: 

Peter Bottornley, Worthing W; James Clappison, Hertsmere: Ge- 
offrey Clifton-Brown, Cotswold: Julie Kirkbride, Bromsgrove; John 
Maples. Stratford-on-Avon; Malcolm Moss, NE Cambridgeshire: 
Richard Page, SW Hertfordshire; Andrew Robathan, Blaby; 
Jonathan Sayeed. Mid Bedfordshire; Desmond Swayne, New For- 
est W; John Taytor, Solihull. (20) 

MICHAEL HOWARD: 

Sir Michael Spicer (campaign manager), with support declared 
by: Tim Collins, David Davis. David Maclean, Liam Fox, 
David Lldlngton, Patrick Nicholls. Francis Maude, 
James Cran, Christopher Chope, Andrew Lansley,. 
Christopher Fraser. 

Possible supporters include: 

Ian Bruce, S Dorset; Sir Archie Hamilton, Epsom and Ewell; Oliv- 
er HeaJd, NE Hertfordshire; Andrew Mackay, Bracknell; Patrick 
McLoughiin, W Derbyshire; David Tredinnick, Bosworth. (19) 

PETER LILLEY: 

Eric Forth (campaign manager), with support declared by: Gillian 
Shephard, David Willetts. Patrick Cormack. John Whit- 
tingdale, David Amess, Bernard Jenkrn. Nigel Waterson. 
Gerald Howarth. Andrew Tyrie. Nick Gibb, John Bercow. 
Possible supporters include: 

Peter Ainsworth. E Surrey; Michael Colvin, Ramsey. Piers Merchant, 
Beckenham; Arm Wtddecombe, Maidstone and the Weald; Arm 
Winterton, Congleton. (18) 

JOHN REDWOOD: * 

lain Duncan Smith (campaign manager), with support declared 
by: Angela Browning. Marion Roe. Andrew Hunter,. 
Julian Brazier, David Wilshire. John Wilkinson. Julian 
Lewis. Oliver Letwin, Howard Flight. Laurence Robert- 
son. (11) 

A number of names have been mooted at Westminster, 
including some of the MPs who had the whip withdraw fol- 
lowing a Europiean Union revolt, but some of them deny a 
commitment to Mr Redwood, and say there is no bloc com- 
mitment. 
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Out of tune: Jack 
Doctieity, left, who hosts 
C5’s chat show, and Jono 
Coleman, below, presenter 
of the gossip show 
Exclusive- Observers think 
the exclusive coverage 
this Saturday of Alan 
Shearer, bottom, and the 
Ehgfand team's World Cup 
match in Poland could 
mate or break the channel 


Pbid McCann 
and Janine Gibson 

cracks are appearing 
JQ Channel 5’s two- month-old 
launch strategy as it struggles 
with half its target ratings and 
a fall in its forecast advertising 
earnings. 

. The channel’s much publi- 
cised “stripped and stranded" 
schedule - where programmes 
appear at the same time every 
nighL - is being scrapped for one 
of its flagship programmes, one 
of iLs few well-known presenters 
is distancing himself from his 
show and its breakfast output is 
being revamped 

Since ils launch in March 
Channel 5 has been putting 
highlights of its celebrity gossip 
show Exclusive on after its 9pm 
film in order to keep its Jack 
Docberty chat show “stripped" 
at the same time every night - 
1 1pm - even when preceding 
films end early. 

Now the channel is dropping 
the fixed start time for The Jack 
Docherty Show because of the 
weakness of the Exclusive show 
- an acknowledgement, ac- 
cording to an insider, that “it is 
programmes that make sched- 
ules not the other way round". 

Exclusive, which is watched by 
just 150,000 viewers in a peak 
time slot, is being relaunched - 
in Channel 5 speak “evolved" 


- so that its presenter, the Vir 
gin Radio DJ Jono Coleman, 
does fewer reports. There are 
also rumours that the other pre- 
senter, Jason Roberts,, is 
leaving. 

Upset is also expected on the 
channel's breakfast show where 
ITN, Channel mam news 
provider, shares production du- 
ties with FT TV which is owned 
by one of its shareholders, Pear- 
son. FT TV was deemed bypro- 
gramming director I)awDAirey 
to be too inexperienced to take 
on the whole show itself but has 
now seen off ITN and will be 
running the show itself. 

Because rt son white the oth- 
er channels are weak the break- 
fast news gets one of the 
channel’s biggest audience 
shares. 

The source of the channel’s 
problems is a weaker- than ex- 
pected signal which means that 
only around 50 per cent of the 
population can even see it 
rather than the 65 to 70 per cent 
expected before launch. 

This has given the channel a 
viewing share of around 25 per 
cent - a quarter of Channel 4’s 
share and a twelfth of ITV’s - 
compared with a target for the 
first year of 5 per cent. 

On average just 11 per cent 
of the population is watching at 
least three minutes of the chan- 
nel every day during the week 
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ending 18 May. Some of its pro- 
grammes are getting so few 
viewers, under 30,000, that the 
programmes do not appear in 
the BARB rating figures. 

AH this has provoked Zenith 
Media, the country’s largest 
buyer of advertising air time, to 
lower its forecast of how much 
money Channel 5 wfll make this 
year from around £95m to 
£80m. 

“Advertisers aren’t trying to 
get their money back,” said 
Mike Gorman, media director 


of Saatchi & Saatchi. “But the 
chann el has to keep playing 
their ads over and over again to 
get up to the ratings they 
promised. 

“It means they haven’t room 
to take any more ads and are en- 
dangering future relationships 
with advertsers." 

Much now hinges on the 

chann el’s broadcast of the Eng- 
land versus Poland World Cup 
football qualifying match this 
Saturday. The channel hopes it 
wfll provoke people who are yet 


to tune-in their televisions - as 
opposed to their videos - to do 
so. 

■ It is r unning poster and ra- 
dio advertisements telling peo- 
ple to tune-in their televisions 
for the match so it can keep 
them once the game is over. 
Some insiders believe the 
heavyweight video retuning 
campaign has confused people 
about the difficulty of tuning in 
their televisions. 

“Saturday is a watershed for 
the channel,” said Mr Gor- 


man. “They have to make the 
effort to get people to retime 
and they have to promote all of 
then other programmes des- 
perately during the match. It is 
a huge one-off opportunity.” 

However, the channel is 
dogged by the expectation that 
many football fans will travel to 
their local pub to watch the 
game, as they are used to do- 
ing to watch matches on satel- 
lite, rather than retune at home. 

The En glan d match, a “tune 
in your TV" advertising cam- 


paign and a deal with the As- 
tra satellite to cany the chan- 
nel are intended to raise the 
numbers who can receive Chan- 
nel 5. Only then, says the chan- 
nel, will it know if its 
programmes are right. 

“There is no relaunch," said 
Sally Osman, head of corporate 
affairs at Chann el 5. “we are 
two months old and the pro- 
gramming is evolving That is 
the beaufy of running so many 
live shows, they can evolve and 
change as we go along. ” 


news 


Direct 
Line pays 
price of 
challenge 


Pirn! McCann 

Media Correspondent 


You wouldn't want to be the ad- 
vertising man who thought of 
this one. A multi -milli on pound 
television and newspaper cam- 
paign by the Direct Line finan- 
cial services company was 
launched this week challenging 
other mortgage leaders to an- 
swer four questions about their 
service. Now the campaign has 
backfired and Direct One is 
having to pay hundreds of thou- 
sands of pounds to promote one 
of its rivals who can indeed say 
“yes” to the questions. 

First Direct, the telephone 
bank owned by the Midland 
Bank, Look up the so-called Di- 
rect line Challenge that has 
been pinning on television and 
in full-page advertisements in 
rbe national press all week. 

Direct Line offered to allow 
any of its rivals who could 
match it on four customer ser- 
vice points to appear in its tele- 
vision commercials. 

The advertisements ran last 
night in some of television’s 
most expensive airtime, in- 
cluding the Champions League 
Fatal and News at Ten on ITV 
and Friends and ER on Chan- 
nel Four. Advertising industry 
air-time buyers estimate First 
Direct received promotion 
worth at least £260,000. 

“It looks as if Direct Line 
didn't do their homework very 
well,” said a spokeswoman for 
First Direct. “It was a strange 
challenge because we’ve been 
saying yes to all four questions 
for years." 

First Direct wanted to use the 
free advertisement to set four 
challenges to Direct line- in- 
cluding matching their open on 
Christmas Day policy - but was 
limited to saying yes to each of 
Direct Line's four questions. 

Direct Line recorded the ad- 
vertisement starring a First Di- 
rect spokesman yesterday morn- 
ing and was putting a brave face 
on the debacle. “We have no 
qualms at all about them shar- 
ing our airtime,” said a spokes- 
woman. “This is a blow for 
clarity in a confused market.” 







As Germany's nations? sirihe, we're naturally keen to make your 
business trips here as successful as ooss'Ws. Which is why we've 
introduced a new ear'y 3.50 flight from hondon City Airport to 
Frankfurt, which ieaves yo- over 3 wcrkvng hours until our last 
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news 


Mowlam confronts Ulster parades issue 



David McKttricfc 

Ireland Correspondent 


: pace of political activity no- 
anly quickened in Northern 


Mowlam: Useful contacts 


The | 
ticeat „ , 

Ireland yesterday as the Gov- 
ernment and othere worked to- 
wards a new IRA ceasefire, a 
peaceful marching season and 
progress in multi-party talks. 

The Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland, Mo Mowlam, 
concentrated oa the contro- 
versial parades issue, meeting 
leaders of two of the main 
Protestant marching organisa- 


tions, the Orange Order and 
Apprentice Boys of Deny: 

Ms Movriam^^ti^Iatgr de- 
scribed the oajtads^tiseful, has 
already met T^piysei a tatiws of 

Catholic read^tt^^rd^ many 
of whom obJetSSCtb loyalist 
inarches threug^itbeir areas. - 
The autJjoriti«rTp^ auxicrus to 
avoid anotiie^am^irigs nmTn fr 
of marching ooSl^ntatioBs: 

At the sazfid^i^p^tiiem 
Ireland Office nsffig^fe, held 
their second meetink a Shin 
Fein delegation iea by Martin 
McGuitmess, who said repub- 


licans were “absolutely com- 
mitted and dedicated to mov- 
ing their entire situation 
forward*. The meeting, at Stor- 
mont Castle, lasted for three 
and a half hours, ending with 
agreement that a third session 
of talks should beield. 

On the pofitiodtalks front, 
meanwhfle, the^CjSEben] Ire- 
land minister political de- 
velopmmt , Mlfipp had 
a series of meeS^ssith . the 
main constmitioiial parties, see- 
ing David Tranble^iheUlster 
Unionists, the R&^ Tan Paisley 


of the Democratic Unionists 
and John Hume of the Social 
Democratic and Labour Party. 

The multi-party talks which 
have been adjourned during re- 
cent elections are to. resume at 
Stormont next weet Over the 
past year, progress .has been 
slow as difficult Isfriessich as . 
weapons drcdmnii^ft&uighave 
proved all bu£mtrac&bl&ri 

Martin McGunm^.yister- ; 
day left tfie J^lfc'tidlting fd.' 
c-wfmhghin 0 Caplain, a Mon- 
aghan county comtriflprwho is 
rmtiring for SfauFemmtbe Irish 


J election and whom Sinn 

. jin nsgand as their best chance 
of taking a 'seat in theDaiL 
Mr McGuirmess is to lead a 
Smn Fein delegation to talks in 
South Africa later this week. 

Rq^esentatives of the other ma- 
jor parties will also be going to 
hear South African politicians 
explain their negotiating expe- 
rience. Ironically, the conference 
fa-b eing held under conditions 
of what can only be described as 
apartheid, since Unionist parties 
say they will not have any con- 
tact with Sinn Fein. 


As a result republicans and 
Unionists are to be kept apart 
at all times, with separate trav- 
el arrangements, accommoda- 
tion and conferencefacihu^ 
Mr McGuinness said: I think 
that all of us in Ireland have an 
awful lot to learn from the 
South Africans. These people 
resolved what was undoubted- 
ly one of the most intractable 
problems the world has seen. 

Ms Mowlam is today to meet 
the Irish Foreign minister. Dick 
Soring, for talks in Dublin. Their 
agenda is likely to include dis- 


cussion of the chances of a new 
ceasefire, arrangements 

for the marching season, and the 

haodlingofthe multi-party talks, 
which are jointly chaired tty the 
two governments. 

They will also probably touch 
on the question of Bloody Sun- 
day the 1972 incident m which 
14 people were shot dead, since 
Dublin has been pressing .for 
London to make amends of 
some sort to the families ofthe 
dead. The Taoiseach, John Bru- 
ton, yesterday met relatives of 
the victims. 


British film- 
grant as 



David Lister 

Arts News Editor 


A bored chartered accountant set up a 
lilm company. A former comedy dou- 
ble act came up with a script. The bizarre 
plot concerns two Americans living in- 
side a London gasometer. And the end 
result looks like being one of the biggest 
British hits since Four Weddings and a 
Funeral. 

Shooting Fish, a cult hit at the Cannes 
Film Festival, has become the fust film 
part-financed by the National Lottery to 
return its £980,000 lottery handout be- 
cause it has already gone into profit — 
three months before its official release. 

The north American rights for the ro- 
mantic comedy starring, British actress 
Kate Beckinsale and Americans Stuart 
Townsend and Dan Futtermaa, have 
been bought by Fox Searchlight Pictures. 


Yesterday executive producer Gary 
Smith announced he was returning the 
£980,000 award as he is obliged to do 
when a lottery-financed film recoups its 
costs. The $3m (£l.Sm) movie has al- 
ready made $4m in worldwide sales. His 
is the only one of the 62 films financed 
by the lottery to make a profit so far - 
and, astonishingly, the film has not yet 
opened anywhere in the world. 

Gary Smith, 40, a former accountant 
with Cbopers & Lybrand. set up his film 
company Winchester Multimedia four 
years ago. At Cannes he co-ordinated 
a campaign for his film which included 
T-shirts, badges, CD-Roms and a word 
of mouth promotion one couldn't miss. 
Unofficial screenings were packed out. 

The film also contains an oddity 
which reflects his background -product 
placement by a firm of accountants. The 
dimax of the film is the accountancy firm 


KFMG’s sponsored horse race, with 
Peter O'Sullivan commentating. 

“I always wanted to run my own com- 
pany. Gary Smith said yesterday: The 
British Film Industry has always lacked 
finan cial discipline and strong market- 
ing. I have brought both. I suppose it is 
just about more interesting than being 
a chartered accountim." 

The creative team is headed by di- 
rector Stefan Schwartz and producer 
Richard Holmes, who started as a com- 
edy double act the Gruber Brothers, at 
York University 10 years ago. 

The president of Fox Searchlight Pic- 
tures, Lindsay Law, said: “We found it 
to be a wonderfully clever film with red 
commercial potential What clinched it 
for us, however, was Winchester’s 
tremendous marketing preparation for 
the movie.” Gary Smith’s marketing 
strategy includes the release of the sound 


crack by the team responsible for the 
Trainspotting sound track - with one of 
the bands used. Passion Star, signed to 
Winchester's record label pan of Smith's 
tactic of integrating marketing activities. 

Filmed entirely in Britain, Shooting 
Fish follows the fortunes of two 20-some- 
things who aim to fleece the rich but are 
turned by the more altruistic Kate 
Beckinsale into Nineties Robin Hoods. 

The Arts Council has agreed to help 
fund with lottery money the next two pro- 
jects from Winchester Films, Raving 
Beauties starring Steve Coogan, and An 
Inch over the Horizon, with Bob Hoskins. 

Gary Smith said he opposed lottery 
money going to established commercial 
fihnmakers. “Those people who just bleat 
and moan about the lack of support, and 
call for tax breaks for the film industry 
should do what we do - get off their 
backsides and do some hard work.'* 
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The player: Gary Smith with a poster for his film, Shooting Fish Photograph: Adrian Dennis 
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What chance does 
Aishia have? 


For a ont-off payment 
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JOANNE 

lives bi the UK and is the 
elder of 2 children. 


AISHIA 

Gves in Sierra Leone and is 
one of 6 children. 


She can read, write and her schooling 
Includes sex education. 


She cannot read and has never been to 
school. 


Joanne is still at school. 


Aishia has her first child. 


She has her first sexual relationship: she 
uses contraception. 


Her 2nd child dies in infancy. 


Marries and plans to have two children. 


Her 6th pregnancy causes severe 
medical complications. 


She has her 2nd child. 


Aishia Is debilitated from her last 
pregnancy and is chronically ill. 






if pa vs to 




Joanne goes back to work. 


Aishia becomes a grandmother. 


Joanne becomes a grandmother. 


Aishia dies. 


Joanne dies. RR9KI 
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How to sack 
bad teachers 
and improve 
standards 
- by heads’ 
union leader 


Lucy Want 

y Education Correspondent 

; bailing teachers should be 
[ sacked if their pupils do not 
; ac &ieve expected test and ex- 
; animation results, a bead- 
j teachers’ leader said yesterday. 
! Measuring teachers’ pcrfor- 
: mance against results targets 
: would be one way of speeding 
up Ume-consuming pa«edures 
; for dismissing staff who are 
: U P 1° the job, according to 

David Hart, general secretary of 
the National Association of 
' .Head Teachers. 

£ • His suggestions - which echo 
■-? a proposal made by the Con- 
; servative government - will be 
' r welcomed by parents concerned 
• “tat their children’s education 
y is suffering because of inade- 
•; • quale- teaching. At present, a 
, complex seven-stage dismissal 
process can mean schools take 
: as long as two years to get rid 
- of poor staff. 

Mr Hart's call came as 
Labour ministers called on 
teachers' unions and school 
employers for help in develop- 
ing a “firm but fair" fast-track 
approach for dealing with fail- 
ing teachers. 

Stephen Byers, the minister 
for school standards, said the 
Government was not prepared 
to join a “conspiracy of si- 
lence" to protect inadequate 
staff. 

“There is a minority of teach- 
ers who are not doingagood job 
and their faflure is damaging the 
■ educational opportunities of 
’ our children . . . These are chil- 
dren who don’t get a second 
chance," he said, 

A means of removing bad 
'teachers quickly is essential if 
Labour is to succeed in its cru- 
sade to raise standards - where 
necessary by closing down poor 
schools and re-opening them 
with a new head and some new 
staff members. ‘ 

Speaking on the second day of 
the NAHTs annual conference 
in Scarborough. North York- 
shire, Mr Hart said headteach- 
ers were as frustrated as parents 
and governors at the time being 
taken to sack incompetent staff. 
Schools were already under pres- 
sure following the introduction 


of league tables, assessments 
and budgets based on pupil re- 
cruitment, making it“veiy risky 
for any head to tolerate a failing 
teacher in their school". 

But heads are being ham- 
pered by “convoluted" proce- 
dures involving an informal, 
oral, written and final warning 
to poor staff followed by two dis- 
missal hearings and an appeal 
before governors. In some cas- 
es, local authorities prolonged 
the process through fear of ex- 
pensive legal action if procedures 
are not followed to the letter. 

One means of accelerating 
the process would involve link- 
ing dismissal procedures with 
the Government’s plans for 
achievement targets for schools, 
departments and individual 
teachers, Mr Hart predicted. 
For staff, the indicators are 
likely to include pupils’ exam 
and test results. 

Heads would welcome any ev- 
idence which could be produced 
in support of steps they have to 
take to deal with the small mi- 
nority of teachers who were not 
up to the job, he added. 

Teachers may also be made 
to undergo compulsory ap- 
praisal as part of government 
plans to weed out incompetents. 
Where necessary, the findings 
could be used to contribute to 
competency procedures. 

Calls by heads for sacking by 
results provoked strong oppo- 
sition from the leader of the 
largest teaching union. 

Doug McAvoy, general sec- 
retary of the National Union of 
Tfeactaers, said: “This is a sur- 
prising U-turn. Mr Hart has al- 
ways been opposed to judging 
schools by their results. Judg- 
ment by results -is a Victorian 
concept which has no place in 
today s education system.” - 

He blamed “weak and inad- 
equate management” on the 
part of heads and governing 
bodies in refusing to use exist- 
ing procedures to deal with in- 
competence, and challenged Mr 
Byers to analyse the problem be- 
fore “rushing fora last-track so- 
lution". 

Heads should work to prevent 
a teacher’s performance deteri- 
orating to the level of incom- 
petence, he said. 



Happy landings: Sister John Boscoe welcomes some of the 'orphans’ on their arrival at Heathrow after flying In for family reunions yesterday Photograph: Andrew Buurman 

Lost children come home after 50 years 


Kathy Marks 


They were orphans, or so they 
thought, abandoned at birth mtq 
the care of Roman Catholic 
nuns mid then transported half- 
way across the world to popu- 
late Australia with good, white 
British stock. 

Thousands of children were 
shipped to Perth after the Sec- 
ond World War as part of a mi- 
gration scheme designed to 
relieve overcrowded orphanages 


in Britain and Ireland. Many 
who boarded the ocean liners 
for the six-week voyage thought 
they were going on holiday. 

When these Tost children, as 
they call themselves, found out 
that they were never coining 
home, they accepted their lot 
and made their lives in Aus- 
tralia. It was only a few years 
ago, as middle-aged adults, that 
they learnt that they were not 
orphans after all. They had 
been bom into poverty, or to un- 
married mothers. Many had 
family living in Britain. 

Yesterday a group of 40 
women returned to their native 
couotiy, some for the first time, 
to try to retrace surviving rela- 
tives, The? called it a pilgrim- 
age, ^ a sentimental journey, and 
emotions were raw when they 
stepped on to the arrivals con- 
course at Heathrow airport 

Rose Kruger, 61, wept as she 
embraced Matgaret Severs, the 
older sister whom she left behind 
in an Edinburgh orphanage in 
1947. “I never imagined I would 
see heragam," she said. “1 have 
though! so many times about the 
relationships that I lost." 

Eileen Ash by was eight when 
she arrived in Australia to be 
brought up by the Sisters of 


it pays to be in 
the public sector 
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Nazareth, in Geraldton, near 
Perth. “I had no idea how far I 
was going. I had never heard the 
word Australia before, and I 
thought it was around the next 
corner," she said. 

The nuns told her that her 
family were dead. “They didn't 
reafise that although we were lit- 
tle kids, we were going to grow 


up and would want an identity," 
said Mrs Ashby, 57. “AD I want- 
ed to know was who 1 was and 
where I came from.” 

After lengthy enquiries, she 
found out that she had nine 
brothers and sisters and that her 
parents were alive. “It took me 
30 years to trace them. I fed very 
bitter. I missed out on family life. 


on all the love and attention." 
For the women, particularly 
those who have been unable to 
trace relatives, their fellow “or- 
phans" have become substitute 
families. Many remain angry at 
the successive British govern- 
ments that sanctioned the child 
immigration programme. 

Their trip home was partly 


funded by the two religious or- 
ders that cared for them as chil- 
dren, and was timed to coincide 
with the 50thanniveisaiyofthe 
start of the transports. 

Sister Leonie O’Brien, of 
the Perth -based Sisters of Mer- 
cy, was at Heathrow to greet 
them. She acknowledged, with 
some reluctance, that the pro- 


gramme had been miscon- 
ceived. “It was a different era,” 
she said. “The British govern- 
ment had all these children in. 
orphanages after the war. .* 
“Australia was a young coun- 
try with a very small population. 
At the time h must have seemed 
right, but for the children it was 
a very harsh experience." 
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Clinton endorses EU 
eastward extension 


Sarah Helm 

The Hague . 

Invoking the spirit of the Mar- 
shall Plan, the massive United 
States aid programme for post- 
war Europe, EDI Clinton yes- 
terday called for a new drive to 
secure a united Europe with, 
swift enlargement to the east 

Speaking in the Hague, at a 
ceremony to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the Marshall 
plan, the US President said: 
“We have a second chance to 
complete the job that Marshall 
and his generation began.” 

Mr Clinton also used the 
occasion to endorse the Euro- 
pean Union's latest moves to- 
wards deeper integration, 
saying that integration was 
‘■good for Europe, for the LTS 
and therefore for the world”. 

Coming just two months be- 
fore the EU launches the first 
stage of eastwards enlargement, 
by pronouncing on the readiness 
of would-be member states to 
join, Mr Clinton's words will be 
taken as strong encouragement 
by eastern and central European 
stales. However, the day-long 
celebrations were marked by 
elaborate symbolism and vi- 
sions of grand design, rather 
than substance or pledges of 
Marshall-style money. 

Mr Clinton said: “AVe cannot 
simply say to the countries of cen- 
tral and eastern Europe we want 
you to develop democracy and 
economic prosperity - and good 
luck.” But he also stressed that 


Fifty years after the Marshall Plan, 
US pledges support but not cash 


European aid to eastern Europe 
must come from further private 
investment, and political support 
in building democracy. 

Wim Kok, Prime Minister of 
the Netherlands, which holds 
the EU presidency, said as 
much as SlOObn could be need- 
ed simply to buiid the infra- 
structure in prospective eastern 



Wim Kok: Seeking private 
funds for eastern expansion 

European members in readiness 
for union. He proposed a Euro- 
Atlantic conference later this 
year to promote ways of chan- 
nelling private funds towards 
such projects. “It is only because 
of the sheer magnitude of these 
needs, that most of the money 
will have to come from pri- 


vate investment,” Mr Kok said. 

The gathering at The Hague 
came the day after the US 
President and other European 
leaders had joined in equally 
momentous speech-making at 
the s ignin g of a new security 
pact between Nato and Russia 
in Paris. Picking up the Paris 
themes of partnership and uni- 
ty, they yesterday asserted that 
what the Nato-Russia pact had 
achieved for security, they were 
determined to achieve now on 
an economic level. 

Much was said about “sum- 
moning the spirit of the Mar* 
shall plan”, and Mr Clinton, in 
particular, emphasised how the 
European Union institutions 
of today had in many ways 
sprung from way the Marshall 
programme encouraged Euro- 
pean countries to co-operate. 

In the evening Mr Clinton 
unveiled a statue of General 
George Marshall in Rotter- 
dam, the Dutch city flattened 
during the war and rebuilt into 
the world's busiest port with the 
help of Marshall funds. 

"The Marshall Plan offered 
a cure not a crutch. It was nev- 
er a hand-out, it was always a 
hand up ... The European na- 
tions grabbed that lifeline, co- 
operating as never before with 
a common programme of re- 
covery.” he saicL 


Asked whether his support 
for continued European inte- 
gration extended to backing 
economic and monetary union, 
Mr Clinton again mvofced the 
Marshall approach,by saying ii 
was up to Europeaiistp^ifrt&F 
their integration. **Tbe United 
States does give clear support 
to integration — iwe aro hot 
only not threatene&byit, wfe’are 
excited by it and support it.' But 
it is up to you tor’r&atandwith 
your own timetable," he said. 

President 1 Qintipt and Eu- 
rope's leaders; who avoided 
mention of. current EU-US 
trade disputes aMSigned in- 
stead new smalKscale trade 
agreements, spokte'of the need 
to maintain strong US-EU ties. 


of Europe - as George Marshall 
did - America stands with you. 
We have learned the lessons of 
history. We wQ] not walk away." 

However, Mr Clinton's em- 
phasis on the US bequest to Eu- 
rope if peace and prosperity 
may well have caused irritation 
in some capitals, particular 
Paris, where Lrans-Atiantirism 
is not always a favourite theme. 
Jacques Chirac, the French 
President, was absent from yes- 
terday’s ceremony, no doubt 
pre-occupied by the elections.. 

Tony Blair, the Prime Minis- 
ter, also stayed away, sending 
John Prescott, Deputy Prime 
Minister in his place. Mr Blair 
will have his own private meet- 
ings with Mr Clinton in London 
which the latter visits today. 


Savage sky: A tornado near the west Texas town of Jarrell where 30 people were killed 


Photograph: AP 
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Texas tornadoes kill 32 
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David Usbome 

New York 

Central Texas was hying to 
pick itself up yesterday after suf- 
fering a string of powerful tor- 
nadoes on Ihesday that left at 
least 32 people dead and wide 
swaths of devastation. 

Worst hit was the small town 
of Jarrell, 40 miles north of 
Austin, where 30 residents were 
(tilled in a single housing estate 
.that was literally razed. As well 
as the shock of so much loss of 


life, the population was strug- 
gling yesterday to digest the 
sheer extent of the destruction. 
“It’s not there any more," said 
deputy sheriff RB Raby. “I don’t 
know of aiwthing anyone can do. 
It's just a flat vacant field”. 

Such was the power of the 
tornadoes that even the pave- 
ment had been lifted. Fields 
were scattered with dead cows, 
telephone lines were snapped 
and vehicles were overturned. 

Ray Wcstphal described 
watching as one tornado ap- 


proached his business in Cedar 
Park, 25 miles from Jarrell- AT ! 
first it looked about two inch- : 
es high, he said, and then sud- 
denly took up all of the horizon. ! 
“As it got closer, building tops j 
were flying around. It was pick- 
ing cars right up in the air, ning : 
ing them everywhere”. ; ' 

The storms were the worst to 
strike Texas for a decade: in 
19S7, 30 people were killed in 
Saragosa. Storms that swept 
through the state in 1953 and in 
1902 both left 1 14 people dead 
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There’s a Great Deal geing on 


Mary Dejevsky 

Washington 

While President Clinton is play- 
ing transatlantic statesman in 
Europe and trying, through 
lawyers, to fend off sex allega- 
tions at home, the first stirrings 
can be detected of a drama 
whose denouement is at least 
three years away: the contest for 
the United States presidency in 
the year 2000. 

Until very recently, there was 
an assumption that, on the De- 
mocrat side at least and barring 
accidents, the candidacy was de- 
rided. A1 Gore, Vice-President 
during Bill Clinton's two terms, 
who will be only 52 at the time 
of the next election, would be the 
Democrats' choice. That, it was 
believed, was the deal when 
Mr Gore agreed to run for vice- 
president in 1992. 

But it is not a foregone con- 
clusion. Lacklustre speeches 
and diplomatic misjudgments 
from Mr Gore, plus Clinton 
scandals, could negate the Vice- 
President's advantage. 

If there is to be a contesu 
however, one aspiring candidate 
is trying harder and earlier 
than the rest. He is Richard 
Gephardt, the 56-year-old 
leader of the Democrat minor- 
ity in the House of Represen- 
tatives. A native of St Louis, a 
lawyer by training and now a 
powerful if sometimes irascible 
orator, his first bid for president, 
in 19SS, ended in scornful 
charges that he lacked “sub- 
stance. ideas and eyebrows''. 

In the past two months, Mr 
Gephardt has sprung back into 
the limelight with a vengeance 
by the simple, but highly effec- 
tive method of striving to put as 
much of what certain British 
politicians would call dear blue 
water between himself and BUI 
Qinton as is politically possible. 
In doing so. he has taken up a 
deliberately populist stance cn 
a set of issues feat Mr Clinton 
sees as hallmarks of his presi- 
dency- neatly positioning him- 
self to oppose Mr Clinton's 
heir apparent. 

As Mr Clinton prepared for 
his recent trip to Mexico, the first 
by a US president since Jimmy 
Carter, Mr Gephardt took evciy 
opportunity to criticise the 1994 
North American Free Trade 
Agreement (Nafta) that Mr 
Ointon was setting out to de- 
fend- For Mr Ginton, Nafta 
was saving US jobs, stemming 
Mexican immigration and help- 
ing lo clean up'mdusiriaJ poJJu- 



Gephardt: Has sprung back 
into the political limelight 

tion along (he US southern bor- 
der. A long-time opponent of 
Nafia. Mr Gephardt denounced 
its effects as having brought 
about a disastrous fall in wage 
levels in fee southern states, hav- 
ing encouraged illegal immi- 
gration and having done nothing 
to reduce pollution. 

Last week, Mr Gephardt 
again marked his difference bv 
opposing Mr Clinton's balanced 
budget, which has a timetable of 
five years, to 2002. After weeks 
of wheeling and dealing, Mr 
Clinton finally clinched the bi- 
partisan agreement he sought. 
Richard Gephardt declined to 
budge. The disadvantages of 
signing up to a deal that went into 
tile next presidency clearly over- 


MERCURY 


rode whatever blandishments • 
he may have been offered. ; 

This week. Mr Gephardt ; 
played his third card. In a 
speech to the Detroit Eco- ' 
noraic Gub on Tuesday, he ar- 
gued strongly against the 
renewal of most favoured nation 
trading status for China, citing 
human rights abuses by Peking. 

Mr Clinton has already said be 
will renew fee status, and Con- 
gress is limbering up for its an- 
nual fight on fee subject, wife 
opinions running high because of 
the party funding scandal in fee 
US which implicates mainland 
Chinese interests, and the im- 
minent handover of Hong Kong. 

As with Nafta and the budget 
Mr Gephardt and his coterie 
have no chance of defeating Mr 
Clinton’s declared policy on Chi- 
na. Because Mr Clinton lacks a 
majority in either the House of 
Representatives or the Senate, he 
needs bjpartisan agreement for 
any of his legislation to pass. But 
this is what gives Mr Gephardt 
his opportunity. 

He can operate as a minority 
law unto himself without jeop- 
ardising the President’s (limited) 
power, wife Al Gore tied to Mr 
Ginion by virtue of his office. 

Mr Gore, as if scenting the 
danger, spent Tuesday in New 
Hampshire, the renowned first 
stamping ground of any would- 
be presidem 
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international 


Polls open 


in Indonesia 


for electoral 



sham that 



passes as 


democracy 



Show of stre ngth: Troops on patrol yesterday in Banjarmasin, southern Borneo, where at least 130 people have been killed In pre-election 


photograph: 


Richard Lloyd Parry 

Jakarta 


As the Indonesian elections 
get under way this morning, 
there will be a great deal of ten- 
sion in the air, but not for any 
of the reasons usually associat- 


ed with democratic politics. 
Long before the campaign even 
began, the outcome was clear, 
sometime in the middle of June, 
when the results are finally 
gathered in from across die vast 
archipelago. President Suharto’s 
Golkar party will once again 


have won by a huge margin. 

The two opposition parties 
will make a modest, decent 
showing, and the turnout will. 


as usual, be high, around 90 per 
cent There is only one big 


question hanging over what the 
government calls its “Festival of 


Democracy”: will it see further 
outbreaks of the violence that 
has made this the most lethal 
election campaign of President 
Suharto's 30-year reign? 

Compared to last week, the 
last few days have been un- 
eventful. On TUesday and Fri- 


day, in cities all over Java, there 
were confrontations between 
police and campaigning Mus- 
lims; over the weekend at least 
130 were confirmed killed in 
blazing riots in southern Borneo. 

Yesterday, only two deaths 
were reported (police shot dead 


in a rebel ambush in East Tim- 
or). The Japanese embassy was 
evacuated after a bomb hoax- 
one of several scares which oc- 
curred throughout the day —and 
four men were arrested on sus- 
picion of planning an explosion 
m a Jakarta shopping centre. If 
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find it difficult because they’re 
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rhing?; go as swi mmin gly as that 
today, the government will feel 
a little bit less embarrassed by 
its choice of motto, for this 
month's campaign: “Make A 
Success of the Elections”. 

Politics in Indonesia, as the 
slogan indicates, is all about ap- 
pearances, and by this standard 
these elections have been a 
terrible failure. Evenly the gov- 
ernment’s (assuredly conserva- 
tive) count, the number of 
electoral fatalities rose last 
week to more than 250, though 
for the government the numbers 
killed are less worrying than 
their source - a growing dis- 
satisfaction with President 
Suharto and the creaky electoral 
apparatus by which the regime 
legitimises itself. 

Indonesia’s electrons are a fix. 
an elaborate and sophisticated 
one. Ballot-box stuffing, open 
bribery and intimidation are not 
widespread and in theory any 
party can achieve a majority in 
the 500-seat House of Repre- 
sentatives (DPR). In practice, 
a series of measures, imposed 
at every stage of the electoral 


and famili es of military menf 
bers are constantly urged to sup 
port iL Coverage of Golkffl 
rallies by the state television; 
company TVRI exceeded tb«S 
of the opposition parties put to- 
gether, according to a group oJ 
independent election monitors. 
Aspirant politicians are 
screened before being allowetf 
to stan d, and anyone suspected - 
of ever having had Co mm u ni st - 

.aLSak «p komvf _ TOO TlPH- 
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sympathies is barred - 200 peoj: 

plefell at this hurdle, mos^ol 


them opposition politicians. 
The result is a highly comply 
assembly characterised by Jr 
donesians by the “five D’s 
da tang, duduk, diam, de 


process makes it impossible 
for anyone but Golkar to win 
more than a token proportion 
of the vote. 

The range of those entitled 
to enter politics is strictly cur- 
tailed. Apart from Golkar, only 
two opposition parties - the In- 
donesian Democratic Party 
(PDI) and United Develop- 
ment Party (PFP) are legally 
permitted. 

In April, 12 Indonesians re- 
ceived sentences of up to 12 
years for their alleged subver- 
sion in or ganising the unofficial 
People's Democratic Party. The 
government effectively appoints 
opposition leaders - when Meg- 
wad Sukarnoputri, the leader of 
the PDI, began to emerge as a 
potential challenger in the next 
years presidential election, she 
was deposed in a government- 
backed coup. 

Golkar dominates public life 
and the media - dvif servants. 


Roll boycott: Opposition teaier 
Megawati Sukarnoputri " ; 


duit - “turn up, sit down, shil 
up, listen, take the money” : ■ 

Given these restrictions, fad 
options are limited. Mrs Mg- 
wati has announced that she rill 
boycott the votes - the propir- 
tion of spoilt ballots and b- 
stentions will be one of the few 
statistics worth keeping an -ye 
on. With such advantags, 
Golkar has to do very well tde- 
gitimise itself, and if it falls ig- 
nificantly short of its goal of 712 
per cent, it will be a blow. Tut 
this will be an election reraen- 
bered for violence. . . 

“Never before," said the aa- 
demic Mochtar Buchori, “hse! 
I seen such intense anger, jeal- 
ousy and frustration." 



Ukraine allows Russian 


fleet to stay 20 years 


The Russian Prime Minister, Viktor Chernomyrdin, said 
Ukraine agreed yesterday to allow Russia to keep its share 
of the former Soviet Black Sea Fleet at Ukraine’s naval 
base of Sevastopol for the next 20 years. 

Mr Chernomyrdin and the Ukrainian Prime Minister, 
Pavlo Lazarenko, signed terms of a lease for part cf the 
base. Mr Chernomyrdin gave no details of how muhh 
Moscow will pay for the lease. Kiev - Reuters 


Polish abortion law in danger 


A Polish court ruled that a law passed last year, efi xtively 
allowing abortion on demand, clashed with the 
constitution. In a decision likely to delight the Pop ■ on 
the eve of his pilgrimage to his homeland begjnmr ; on 
Saturday, Poland's Constitutional Tribunal decidec the ' : 
liberalised abortion law did not uphold constiturio al < t 
guarantees to the right to life. The ruling obliges . - j . 

parliament to re-examine the new law on abortion rithid : ■ 
six months. Reuters - Warsaw 


No redress for Aborigines 


The Australian Prime Minister, John Howard, rejecxd ** 
calls to pay compensation to Aborigines for the fort*! 
removal of children from their families during decatfs 6f 
forced assimilation. T j-. 

“This is asking one generation to accept legal "■ 1 
responsibility for the acts of earlier generations,” Mil , 
Howard told parliament, resisting an opposition motan 
for compensation during a debate on Anstralia's “stein 
generation”. The Labor opposition has joined Aboriflia] 
leaders m calling for compensation for thousands ofil ~ 
Aborigines abducted from their parents. The practice 1 
stopped in the 1960s. Reuters - Canberra 


Price on Algerian insurgents] 

As part of a clean-up operation ahead of next TbiirSifc' 7 * 
elections, Algerian authorities are offering rewards#! 72 
Muslim m i lit a nts alleged to be leading a bloody instugracy. 
The posters went up this week as security forces purstii a 
major offensive to the south of the capital to rout ed]^ 
surgents m a stronghold of the Islamic Salvation Army.! 

The biggest rewards - 45m dinars (£48,000)) - are : \ ■ 
reserved for commanders of the Islamic Salvation Army! 

and the nval Armed Islamic Group, the most radical 1 

group fighting m the five-year-old insurgency. AP - Pa it 


Floss saves life 


A quick-lhinkmg nurse used dental floss to save her 
boyfriend from bleeding to death after a shark attack in 
the Bahamas. A shark shredded Wilbur Wood’s right arn 
while he was spearfishing on Monday. His girlfriemi, Gai 
Brooks, used the dental floss to tie off an artery in his 
arm ’ AP-Miai 
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(Taliban kicked out of town after 3 days 


isSSstsss 

< areniy driven out by a well- 

j-sssEsae 

,2? fc aild niacbineguji 
1116 city throughout 
wght and lit up the sky. By 
I J^ wiienittapeiedofliat 

;£/*?{? of road - Abau- 
: n l Ta i^ n vehicles had 
!? smashed by rockets. 
nenewty invigorated oppo- 
? n forces also claimed thev 

OUS, and their northern mil- 
y commander. Mullah Abdul 
z2a< K. a * er ^ey re took the 
^ a Paidstan-based Afghan 
*rs service said. 

reports of the funda- 
ntahst militia's sudden defeat 
Mazar showed that nothing 
a be taken for granted in the 
untry s tortuous civil war 
Like the rest of the world, the 
liban had written off the op- 
suion. a shady alliance of ex- 
Jphedin and former cora- 
ihists which appeared to 





Line of resistance: Uzbeck militiamen loyal to General Abdul Malik Palhawn guarding a Taliban jeep they ambushed yesterday during fighting in Mazar-l-Sharif Photograph: AP 


crumble over the weekend. The 
alliance’s leader. General 
Rashid Dostum, fled into exile 
following the apparent defec- 
tion one of his most trusted lieu- 
tenants, Abdul Malik Palhawn. 

, Pakistan immediately recog- 
nised the Thliban as Afghani- 
stan's legitimate rulers and 
urged other countries and or- 
ganisations to do the same. 

It now seems that Mazar was 
nothing but an elaborate trap, 
in the most classic Afghan style. 
If so, the Thflban fell into it head- 
long. They made two mistakes. 


First, they underestimated the 
strength of Dostum’s one-time 
ally, former defence minister 
Ahmed Shah Massood, who 
continues to control the moun- 
tainous east of the country from 
his headquarters in the Panjshir 
Valley. The counter attack in 
Mazar seems likely to have 
been organised, at least in part, 
by Massood's battle-hardened 
commanders who would not 
have taken kindly to the Tal- 
iban's arrogant demands that 
they lay dawn their arms. 

Second, thelkliban made not 


one concession to local sensi- 
tivities. Within hours of then 1 ar- 
rival. the mullah assigned to 
control the city, Abdur Razzaq, 
had installed himself at the 
central mosque and began to 
broadcast the ground rules of 
the new fundamentalist regime 
from the south: hanging for 
murderers, amputation for 
thieves, domestic incarceration 
for women. 

Until then, many Mazaris 
bad dismissed wbat they had 
heard about Taliban law as so 
mucb northern propaganda: 


the broadcasts from the mosque 
proved that it was not so. Mazar 
is a liberal dty, well-known in 
Afganistan for its openness in 
educating both sexes; many of 


its inhabitants are addicted to 
gambling on quail fights, a sport 
that the new masters would 
surely abolish. Public opinion 
has been swayed by far less. 


Anything could happen next. 
Mazar stands in the centre of the 
plains of Turkestan, where the 
mountain guerrilla tactics at 
which Afghans excel are of no 


use. The Taliban might rally and 
drive the counter attack back; or 
the counter attackers could take 
heart from their recent success 
and sweep all before them. 

Another possibility is a P&n- 
jshir-based attack on Kabul. 
With Taliban forces committed 
to the north, this might be Gen- 
eral Massood's moment, but 
such an action would depend on 
the loyalty of his troops. 

Into the mix must be thrown 
the possibility of a mass exodus 
of refugees from Mazar itself. 
If fighting in and around the city 
continues, its 1.8 million in- 
habitants would have little 
choice but to flee, probably 
north to Tajikistan. The effect of 
such immigration on that vul- 
nerable country only now 
emerging from a five-year civil 
war between communist na- 
tionalists and Islamic insur- 
gents, is incalculable. 


.repare lor nosiest night on 
arth - karaoke for 2 million 


Vines 


T g Kong’s transition to Chi- 
n rule has survived many nha p 
le x. but none as awe-inspiring 
a scheme to get 2 million peo- 
p Dining a mass karaoke ses- 
si singing patriotic songs as the 
U m flag gives way to the five- 
st -ed Sag of China. 

»nie Ki, the chief executive 
ol e Better Hong Kong Foun- 
d; in, and organiser of what 
p: lises to be the noisiest night 
oi aith, cannot contain her en- 
tl asm. “Tm asking radio sta- 
tic to get people to sing at 
h< s, to come out onto their 
fc raies, if you hove a window 
O) it and sing, even sing in 
fn of the televirion seL I want 
to ale empathy for everyone.” 

gh on Ms IQ’s wish-list for 
th stravaganza are songs such 
asjearl of the Orient”, “A Bet- 
te Tomorrow”, “China 
Duns” and “Children of the 
D on”, which became one of 
th inthems of the 1989 post- 
Tianmen Square massacre 


protest movement. She may be 
unaware of the connection. 

Karaoke singing is endemic in 
Hong Kong. Fexv social occasions 
are allowed to pass without 
piercing warbfing from amateur 
performers. Even normally dour 
Chinese officials have been hoed 
in front of karaoke sets to belt 
out romantic Chinese melodies. 

Ms Ki has no doubt that her 



Horig Kbrig handover! 


organisation can pull off this fes- 
tival of what she calls “celebra- 
tions and jubilation". Radio 
stations wffl be asked to ping the 
event, newspapers to print song 
sheets and televirion stations to 
provide subtitles for the songs 
belted out from loudspeakers 
during an £8m “spectacular'' pa- 
rade org 3 nised by the foundation. 
There will be a light and sound 


show, an fllnminaled flotilla 
crossing Victoria Harbour, wa- 
ter fountains, fireworks, lasers 
and, of course, the mnsic. 

Like many of the hundreds of 
events scheduled for 1 July and 
the days following the handover 
to China, this parade wffl be paid 
for by leading companies anx- 
ious to hitch themsdues to the 
new-era bandwagon. The stock- 
broking house Barings has cho- 
sen to advance its corporate 
rehabilitation programme by 
sponsoring yet another fire- 
works show, which will be held 
on the lari night of British rule. 

Everybody who is anybody 
will be expected to make an ap- 
pearance at these events, but the 
public seems less enthusiastic 
about rousing themselves to 
go out on the streets as history 
is made. One opinion poll pub- 
lished test week found only o per 
ceflt^treqxmdenfe keen to take 
part in the celebrations, while 
60 percent said they would stay 
at home. 

It is widely assumed that 
once the Union flag is safely 


furled. President Jiang Zemin 
■will make a triumphal entry to 
the territory with senior Chinese 
leaders in tow. He is expected 
to preside over a number of 
sombre set piece ceremonies, 
possibly including the swearing- 
m of the head of government. 

The government itself is or- 
ganising everything from com- 
petitions to walks to lyriowriting 
contests, food festivals, variety 
shows, concerts and dramas to 
mark the handover. 

Hong Kong' socialites, who 
need no. lessons in extrava- 
gance, are planning a series of 
balls and dinners. And in. a mi- 
nor counter-culture of events is 
springing up, such as the Hong 
Kong Incarnation, a multi-me- 
dia programme by local artists 
who want to question what is 
happening. A new gay dub is 
planning a handover party 
which, its organisms say, will 
emphasise pink rather than red 
as the colour of the new order. 

This is Hong Kong, so there 
will be a common purpose in 
these activities: money-making. 
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Signs of the times: Four-wheel drive vehicles, now de rigueur, parked on the streets of Stanley Photograph: Rex Features 


Yon can smell the change in 
Stanley. Fifteen yean ago, most 
people used peat-fixed stoves to 
cook and on a Sunday Iimchtanc 
the warm, sweet odourmade tin: 
cold air smell like fine malt 
whisky. Now, less than a scoh of 
the houses have stacks of the 
thick, chocolate-coloured slabs 
stacked outside; cal and elec- 
tricity have Taken over. 

That is just one indicator of 
the huge changes that have 
transformed the Falkland Is- 
lands from a backward, agri- 
cultural outpost into a more 
recognisably modem, if still 
isolated and rural society. One 
of the less-noticed results of the 
I9S2 conflict between Britain 
and Argentina has been rapid 
economic development, with 
incalculable consequences for 
the 2,300 inhabitants. 

You can see the changes. 
Loo. The population of Stanley 
has increased from about lj!00 
to 1,600 according to the 1996 
census, and it is stoi growing. 

The solid, whitewashed stone 
and timber houses, with their 
brightly coloured metal rook, 
still line the waterfront of this 



War dragged a forgotten Britis _ 
outpost on to the world stage ad 
into the 20th century, writes 
Andrew Marshall in Stanley 


tiny cathedral dty on roads 
named after the»rat explorers, 
marines and their ships. But 
now, acJereniy Moore Avenue 
and Thatcher Drive, fliert are 
newer houses, many of them 
jaimty ScandHsavari and Swiss 
terser prefabs. Fifteen years 
agio, there was a handful of bro- 
ken down and patched up four- 
wheel drives from the days 
when a Land Rover was just a 
Land Rover. Now there are 
shiny new Countys, Defenders, 
and Discovery's, as well as Mit- 
subishis, Su 2 ukis and Tbyotas. 

lb go with the cars, there are 
roads. Fifteen years ago. outside 
Stanley, in “camp’V there were 
only tracks, deeply rutted, mud- 
dy trails that beat hell out of the 
toughest vehicles- When Ihe mil- 
itary built the new airport and 
raflUaiy base at Mount Pleasant 
they bu3t a road to it, which has 


now been extended to San Car- 
los. lt would stifl destroy the av- 
erage family saloon, but an 
eight-hoac. drive can now be 
done m tierce. 

■A fapgramme of new all- 
weather trades hi being con- 
structed. connecting the 
isolated settlements and trans- 
forming fife for the farmers. 

This, says Bill Luxton, one of the 
fanners, is “the greatest boon 
to civilised living. Now people 
can just take off, and they ran 
drop in on their neighbours". 

when the Argentine troops 
scrambled ashore here in April 
1 982, the Falklonds were close 
to death as a community. The 
remoteness of the place and 
falling wool prices may have 
been attheioot of the problem. 
But what God started, the For- 
eign Officeand the Falkland Is- 
lands Company (F1C) had 


unify set cut Uvrush 
.j rough imdcrimcKimc: 
gleet and ineptitude. TJwas 
perhaps the most fmamrfss- 
ner of empire, and gorenent 
tacitly wanted shot of iL 
The war changed evening-' 
Mount Pleasant brout a 
twice- weekly Rnval Air >rcc 
' flight to and from BritaiBu- 
reaucratic attention was lust 
focused on the islands' rar so- 
cial and economic prints. 
The commercial strangled of 
F1C was broken, farmsure 
subdivided and sold off tten- 
phrwho had frequently bo the 
victim of absentee laniLtk. £ 
and a programme of de«Tp-_. . 
xnent was established loelp 
drag the islands into LhcOth 
century'. Most important ofl. 
an exclusive economic me 
was declared in Falklandva- 
tcre and a fishery was oped. 


Rising tide 
of crime 
swamps 
S African 
police 


When Meyer Kahn, one of 
South Africa's most successful 
businessmen, agreed to become 
the first civilian head of his 
country's crumbling police force 
this week he said he intended 
to enlist the help of everybody, 
from the Almighty down. 

Heaven would be a good 
place to start; a near miracle is 
needed to pull the South African 
Police Service - demoralised, 
corrupt and haemorrhaging of- 
ficers- back from the brink, and 
convince the public that the 
aptly-abbreviated Saps has not 
already drowned in the rising tide 
of crime. 

It is hard to overstate the lack 
of public confidence in the po- 
lice. Everyone has their own sto- 
ry to sura up the force. R>r some 
it is the theft, in broad daylight, 
of the cash dispensing machine 
from the fourth floor of Jo- 
hannesburg police headquar- 
ters; for others, the identity 
parade of suspected car hi- 
jackers where victims failed to 
identify anyone in the line-up 
but easily fingered the officer be- 
hind the desk as the ring leader 
of a hijack gang. 

Just yesterday three men 
stormed a police station in 
Khayelitsha, Cape Town, and 
stole all the officers' guns. 

If it was not so serious it 
would be funny. But laughter 
rings hollow when the rate of vi- 
olent crime has risen to rival the 
highest in the world and inter- 
national organised crime syn- 
dicates are reported to be 
muscling in. 

The level of public concern 
about crime has reached near 
hysterical levels. In the wake of 
the murder of Johannesburg 
economist Dr Ronnie Bethle- 
hem - shot in his driveway by 
car hijackers - newspapers have 
called for a state of emergency 
and South Africans - black and 
white - arc clamouring for a re- 
turn of the death penalty. 

Today, artists will begin work 
on a Wall of Remembrance in 
Soweto to commemorate some 
of the 25.000 people who died 
violently in South Africa last 
year. A sin alar wall was opened 
to painters in Johannesburg at 
the beginning of the month and 
is covered with portraits of vic- 
tims along with angry inscrip- 
tions from families and friends. 

Mr Kahn, group chairman of 
South African Breweries, says 
he is taking on the most diffi- 
cult job of his life. 

The government must take 
some responsibility for the cri- 
sis after dismissing it initially as 
“white whin ge big". The arrival 
of violent vigilante groups, like 
Pagad, pressure from within 
the African National Congress’s 
own ranks for the death penal- 
ty. and growing international 
concern changed that. 

But it is doubtful that a 
speedier response would have 
altered Saps’ destiny. 

The polfce have been floored 
by a double whammy, accord- 
ing to Mark Shaw, of the Insti- 
tute of Security Studies. Since 
the end of apartheid. Saps has 
been struggling to transform it- 
self from instrument of state op- 


Civilian takes on 
task of bringing 
order to force that 
has lost control, 
writes Mary Braid 
in Johannesburg 


sfon to a non-racist, rivili an- 
te ndly police force. 

It would always have been an 
enormous institutional task. 
But Saps is trying to metamor- 
phose while dealing with an un- 
precedented rise in crime. 

It is, say some, a no win sit- 
uation. A solution has certain- 
ly so far eluded those in charge 
and led to unseemly public 
rows between George Fjvaz, 
Saps' national commissioner, 
and Sydney Mufamadi. minis- 
ter with responsibility for police. 

“People point to the transfor- 
mation of the South African 
armed forces," said Mr Shaw. 
“But the armed forces have been 
able to change in a time of 
peace. The police are having to 
transform themselves under foe." 

That can be taken literally. 
Post- liberation South Africa is 
awash with guns and the murder 
of police officers is becoming 
commonplace. Last year, 73 
were murdered on duty while 211 
were killed after-hours. Stress 
also took its toll, with 160 offi- 
cers committing suicide. Alien- 
ated by necessary change and 
increased dangers on the jab. of- 
ficers are queuing up to leave. 
Many stations simply fail to 
function for lack of manpower. 

Mr Kahn can at least take 
comfort in the lifting of a mora- 
torium on police recruitment. 

Fresh blood is badly needed. 
“Under apartheid the police did 
not really police.” says An- 
toinette Louw, a criminology 
researcher at the University of 
Natal. Detectives generally beat 
a confession out of black suspects. 

Today South Africa sits at the 
the top of international crime 
tables. While international 
crime comparisons should be 
treated with caution, Ms Louw 
says South Africa undoubtedly 
has a very high comparative rate 
of violent crime. 

She traces criminal violence 
back to the high levels of vio- 
lence in the home, and in turn 
attributes that to the wholesale 
break up of family and com- 
munity under apartheid. 

But just three years after the 
election of South Africa’s first 
democratic government, legacy- 
of-the-pasl explanations are al- 
ready unfashionable with a 
public demanding quick and 
simple solutions. 

While Ms Louw believes the 
rates of some crimes are level- 
ling out, she will not hazard a 
forecast as to when crime will 
begin to fall. 

Mr Kahn's contract is for just 
two years. Surely too short to 
make a difference? Lo 
enough in one of the country; 
toughest roles, says Ms Lou' 
Mr Kahn will want out before 
his term is up; that she can con- 
fidently predict. 
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life caught up with the Falklands 
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bnngjng European and Asian 
vessels to chase the squid and 
fish m the islands’ waters. 

p can change the 

raikiands' remote geography 
and their harsh, if beautiful, 
landscape. But society and the 
economy have been through a 
small revolution, stoked by the 
revenues from fishing. 

The islands receive no in- 
come from British government 
mods: development is financed 
from fishing proceeds, and man- 
aged by the Falklands Islands 
Development Corporation. “It's 
taken an economy that was 
based on a single product, op- 
erated on a very feudal, low- 
wage system, and got well on the 
way to making it a mixed econ- 
omy." says Hugh Normand of 
FIDC. A healthy nest egg has 
also been built up in case fish- 
ing income falls. 

The number of farmers has 
declined: instead, the number 
of professionals, technical staff, 
and the sales and service sector 
has boomed, as new restaurants, 
offices, shops and transport 
services arrive. FIC. under new 
management, is a much more 


lively and well-managed or- 
ganisation, spurred into action 
by competition and the shift out 
of farming. Nearly everybody 

has a telephone, instead of the 

radios that used to be the life- 
line for most people. 

There is a large and well- 
financed hospital, and a - brand 
new school. The bars are newly 
decorated, and the old, rugged 
and rather grim atmosphere, 
redolent of rural Britain 50 years 
ago, has largelygone. There are 
barmaids with pierced noses; 
there is even a karaoke machine 
in one of the bars. 

There are plenty of prob- 
lems, of course. The biggest is 
that agriculture is still in sharp 
decline. “The fanning industry 
is in a pretty difficult situation 
now," says Mr Luxton. The rur- 
al population has dwindled in 10 
years from about 750 to 550, and 
it is agin g. Low wool prices 
mean low incomes and little in- 
vestment; many people bought 
their own farms only to see the 
debt become a mills tone. Sheep 
farming may be economically 
marginal, but it is vital to the cul- 
ture and society of the islands. 
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Comer of a foreign field: A Royal Marine mortar team preparing for action in 1982, to defend the Falklands against Argentine forces 


Photograph: R* 


The future of fishing, too, is 
unsteady. Argentina has 
opened its own fishing zone, un- 
dercutting the Falklands and 
leading to overfishing of the 
valuable fflex squid, which, ap- 


parently unaware of its politi- 
cal faux pas, divides its life be- 
tween Falkland and Argentine 
waters. 

Sometimes, the development 
seems skin-deep. Wealth has af- 


fected everyone’s lives, but those 
who have gained in a big way 
. form a small part of the popula- 
tion. The sense of equality that 
used to prevail - that everyone 
was in it together - is fading. 


“There are people who are 
very concerned that oil wealth 
and fishing wealth shouldn't 
subvert traditional Falklands 
life and values." says Richard 
Ralph, Governor of the islands. 
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But Bill Luxton feels little nos- 
talgia. “I really don't hanker af- 
ter the good old days at all, 
when we were short of money 
and we had an indifferent med- 
ical service at best," he says. 

Yet the next revolution is al- 
ready starting, even as the old 
one is still underway. Oil ex- 
ploration licences have been is- 
sued and seismic surveying is 
underway. In the next five years, 
oil reserves may be confirmed 
and production begun. If that 
happens - and if the revenues 
are as high as some people think 
- then the islanders can burn 
banknotes, not peat, in their 
stoves. 

The ultimate prize that 
would come with oil is greater 
self-determination. Already fi- 
nancially self-sufficient, the 
Falklands are still dependent on 
Britain for defence. The is- 
lands’ legislative council has al- 
ready said that it would like to 
I repay the British Government 
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for the costs of defence spend- 
ing - about £70m a year. 

None of the islanders wants 
to be an Argentinian: and the 
war has strengthened that feel- 
ing I!hn many would like to have 
greater autonomy, again a view 
that has been strengthened by 
the war. Tire poor administra- 
tion suffered by the islands be- 
fore the war left resentments, 
and many islanders feel they 
could look after themselves - 
apart from defence. Some 
speak of independence, per- 
haps, in the far-off future, but 
most prefer to think about 
greater self-reliance. 

At the time of the Falklands 
war, one motive often ascribed 
by outside critics to the British 
response was the acquisition of 
oil: London wanted to ensure 
that it got the reserves. That is 
almost certainly rubbish: the 
Foreign Office had no interest 
in retaining the islands at all un- 
til the Argentinian forces land- 
ed. The only reason the 
Falklands are still British is 
that Argentina invaded. All the 
more ironic, then, that this, 

one of the last of the red specks 

on the map, may yet turn out to 
be worth billions. 



In his glory: JFK yachting in the early Sixties, showing the 
look that has inspired a fashion Photograph: Frank Spooner 

Scandal Mis 
to dim the 
Kennedy glitz 


David Usbome 

New York _____ 

The Kennedy clan may be 
mired in irresistabie scandal 
once again — this time it is an 
alleged affair between Michael 
Kennedy, the son of the slain 
presidential candidate Bobby 
Kennedy, and an underage 
babysitter - but at least one 
member of the family still be- 
lieves in the cache of Camelot. 

Kerry McCarthy, a second 
cousin of John F Kennedy, will 
today mark what would have 
been the late president’s 80th 
birthday in a manner that not 
every Hyannis affirionado will 
find entirely tasteful: she is 
launching a line of nautical 
leisure wear bearing the 
Kennedy name. 

More precisely, the dothes 
will sell under the brandname 
JFK PT The PT part is a ref- 
erence to the Kennedy’s com- 
mand in the Second World War 
of a patrol-torpedo boat, PT- 
109. For the folks heading to 
Cape Cod this year, these fash- 
ion hems will surely be a must. 
A JFK PT hat will be on the 
shelves for a mere S19.95. For 
that seriously rakish (pardon 
me, presidential) look, a blaz- 
er can be yours for SI 19.95. 

To any student of Massa- 
chusetts politics, however, Ms 
McCarthy's timing would seem 
a bit off. The latest bearer of the 
Kennedy hex, which hasp re- 
duced such sensations as Cnap- 
paquiddick in 1969 and the 
Wiliam Kennedy Smith rape tri- 
al in 1992, Michael is being in- 



she was only fourteen. He could 
face charges of statutory rape. 


The scandal, moreover, has 
erupted just as Michael’s broth- 
er, Congressman Joe Kennedy, 
is preparing to campaign to be- 
come the next Governor of 
Massachusetts. 

The lapping tide of Michael's 
troubles combined with Joe’s 
own controversial battle to have 
his first marriage to Sheila 
Rauch Kennedy annulled by the 
Catholic Church, has sent the 
Congressman's popularity 
plummeting. 

• Indeed, there is talk that af- 
ter 18 straight wins by Kennedy 
men in 18 general elections in 
Massachusetts this may be the 
year the spell is broken. "Tm 
convinced that if the story con- 
tinues to excalale, he’ll drop out 
of the governor’s race and go 
back to what the Kennedys 
consider private life: a seat in 
Congress," commented Re- 
publican consultant Kevin 
Sowyrda. 

But Ms McCarthy is gam- 
bling that JFK remains a hot 
brand, whatever the electoral 
mood. If die is proven right, 
who knows where else political 
merchandising might catch on? 
How long before Harvey 
Nichols begins boasting Maggie 
Thatcher handbags? Anyone 
interested in a Michael Foot 
donkey jacket? 

Nor isshe too bothered ty ac- 
cusations of mercenary ex- 
ploitation of the family name. 
“I think it has been commer- 
cialised for years and years and 
years. I dunk every book that 
comes out about Kennedy is a 
commercialisation". 

And if the family itself ob- 
ject? Too bad, she raphes. "be- 
! cause I can’t do anyting about 
it if thev are”. 
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Richard Stevens 


Richard Stevens, Royal De- 
signer in Industry, was con- 
cerned with the function of 
everyday things, and for 14 
years was head of all industri- 
al design for Post Office 
Telecommunications (which lat- 
er became British Telecom). He 
recognised, as indeed bau the 
Royal Commission that pre- 
ceded the 1851 Great Exhibi- 
tion, that what was lacking in 
British manufactured goods 
was not technique but art. 

His greatest professional 
achievement and opportunity 
was to be at the helm of the 
most advanced and extensive, 
graphic and product design ex- 
ercise of post-war Europe. He 
was himself a designer of in- 
novative lighting, and had pio- 
neered the development both of 
injettkm-xnoulded streedighdng 
lanterns and (in 1959) the ap- 
plication of low-voltage lamps 
and associated equipment m 
display lighting. 

A new future was opening for 
telecommunications in the 
1970s but it was difficult to share 
the vision of a then remote dig- 
ital world with politicians. De- 
sign was to help translate this 
vision into something tangible. 
Possibly the first report of the 
Jack of commercial synergy be- 
tween mail delivery and tele- 
phone services came in a graphic 
identity proposal for the various 
Post Office businesses in 1980, 
but the political and executive 
directive to the designers then 
was to hold them all together, 
however superficial their rela- 
tionship. When change came, it 
was the responsibility of Richard 
Stevens to put an appropriate 
face on these technological and 
structural mysteries. 

Shortly after the 1 980 intro- 
duction of British Telecom with 
its own visual identity' as a sep- 
arate entity from the Post Of- 
fice, an aggressive question was 
asked in Parliament: "Would the 
phone box in the high street fol- 
low the new vehicle livery and 
be painted yellow?” A junior 
minister caught wrong-footed 
blurted out, “Of course not." By 
7.30am the next morning 
Stevens was being doorstepped 
at his home in Surrey by an 
early bird from an evening 
newspaper. Always courteous. 



Stevens: banana skins 


Stevens asked him in for break- 
fast and gave him the agreed 
formula. "British Telecom 
would paint kiosks with due sen- 
sitivity for the environment in 
which they were placed.” The 
idea of the design manager giv- 
ing any answer without passing 
it through the press office of 
British Telecom upset protocol, 
but what really did the damage 
was being shown in a large 
photograph in his dressing 
gown at the table with a corn- 
flakes packet and rniDc in a milk 
botile: cheap sneers all round. 

Stevens was sensitive to both 
public opinion and public en- 
vironment and by that time, with 
the encouragement of the Di- 
rector of the Design Council, 
Paul (later Lord) Reilly, his de- 
signers already had half a dozen 
Gilbert Scott kiosks painted in 
rich and sober liveries with 
special Roman lettering, ready 
for trials at ‘‘heritage ales”. The 
parliamentary incident killed 
those off. 

There was always a gentle 
naivety about Stevens that left 
turn defenceless in a large and 
political organisation. He was 
sometimes not well served by his 
staff and it was not unknown for 
a career opportunist to carefully 
set out a banana skin for him to 
step on. On occasion it took the 
combined vigilance of the three 
wiliest birds in the business to 
keep him out of hot water 
Whitney Straight, the deputy 
chairman of the Post Office, Sir 
Hugh Casson and Lord Reilly. 
His designer’s integrity was re- 
inforced by his opposite num- 
ber at the Royal Mail, Stuart 
Rose, who had reinforcements 
to spare of determination and 
commitment to the notion 
of “design as an expression 
of goodness”. Sadly not a 
fashionable idea in today's 
marketing-led world. 

These were exciting times in 
telecommunications when new 
systems were being made pub- 
licly available; there was enough 
money to do his job well and be 
was waving the flag for a new 
public service culture within 
British Telecom. At one mo- 
ment “Pres tel" video text was 
the wonder, the next he was 
back from an International 
Swiss trade fair to say that 
“System X” was sweeping the 
world, and British "telecom per- 
sonnel were "walking tall”. 
Somehow the potential of these 
technologies did not immedi- 
ately turn into export orders 
but he would quickly pump up 
the next head of enthusiastic 
conviction. 

I remember returning with 
him from a tour of future pub- 
lic systems in Tokyo and he was 
convinced that British Telecom 
was far ahead of Japanese tech- 
nology: “We've got them beat- 
en," he kept saying over 14 
houre of flying time. On his own 
design front he had got them 


beaten: he commissioned the 
best troops in the design field: 
Nick Butler, David Carter, 
Banks & Miles, Mariya Row- 
land, Ken Grange (the latter on- 
“Confravfcion Studios”, a titi- 
vate televiri^meetmgs t£at 
then quietly disappeared like so 
much else at that time through 
lack of promotion). He sought 
out design talent and it found 
him. 

He was that now-rare crea- 
ture, a design manager who 
could do the job hims elf For 
him it was not a matter of talk- 
ing in marketing cliches but of 
understanding the concern s 
that were behind the words, or 
better, the sketches. Stevens was 
a very distinguished practition- 
er in bis own right, recipient of 
three Design Centre personal 
awards and a gold medal at the 
1957 Milan Triennale; chief de- 
signer at Atlas Lighting 1954-63. 
As design manager of Standard 
Telephones and Cables 1963-69 
his work earned the warm re- 
spect of his chairman. Sir Jules 
Thorn. In 1977 he won the 
RSA Presidential Award for 
Design Management 

An engineer with a degree in 
Physics from Regent Street 
Polytechnic, Stevens had first 
worked as a lighting technician 
with Siemens (1942-53). His first 
job with “designer” in its title 
was with Metropolitan Vickers 
{ 1 953-54). From then on he be- 
lieved in an essential intuitive 
input into a design solution. He 
looked for a marriage of logic, 
aesthetics and care for detail: 
the goal was “quality”. 

At home, he was an excellent 


pieces of cabinet-work. One of 
his proudest possessions was a 
huge cross-cut saw inherited 
from his father, a railway work- 
er; this was put to good use when 
he retired to the smart little 
“cabin” he had made for him- 
self and his French wife, Anne, 
in woods near Rejgate. 

Dick and Anne Stevens were 
fit and prodigious walkers and 
were eager for a fruitful and 
happy retirement. No sooner 
had they all the pieces in place 
when she was struck with an ap- 
palling stroke. He was a con- 
stant and attentive nurse until 
she died in 1994. 

Colin Banks 

Richard Stexens, industrial de- 
signer bom Dorking, Surrey 1 Oc- 
tober 1924; chief designer. Atlas 
Limiting Ltd 1954-63; industrial 
design manager. Standard Tele- 
phones and Cables Ltd 1963-69; 
design manager, fast Office. 
Tdecamrrmrucadons (British Tele- 
com from 1980 ) 1969-83; Presi- 
dent, Society of Industrial Artists 
and Designers 1972-73; RDI 
1973; monied 1947 Anne Ham- 
mond (died 1994; one son, one 
daughter); died Reigate, Surrey 21 
March 1997 




Streetfighting lantern and column by Stevens, 1958. The winner of 
a Design Centra Award, K Is stfll in production 


Professor David Keith-Lucas 


David Kmth-Lueas spent the 
greater part of his profess ion - 
a' career in aviation and made 
Significant contributions to its 
development 

He was one of the distin- 
guished sons of Keith Lucas, 
who invented the first aero- 
nautical compass; his brother 
Brian, a political scientist and 
also a professor (sometime 
Master of Darwin College, 
Cambridge), predeceased him 
by five months. Boro in thepe- 
riod just preceding the First 
World War, David Keith-Lucas 
was educated at Gresham's 
School, Holt, and at Gonville 
and Caius College, Cambridge, 
where he read Engineering. 
He began his industrial career 
in 1933 as an apprentice with 
GA. Parsons and Co, and re- 
mained with that concern until 
the early months of the Second 
World War. 

In 1940 be moved to the aero- 
dynamics office of Short Bros 
at their Rochester works, fa- 
mous for the construction of fly- 
ing beats. He continued with the 
company and its successor for 
the next quarter of a century, 
and rapidly progressed to the 
position of chief aerodynamisc. 
Soon after the end of the war 
a decision was taken to dose the 
Rochester works and move the 
assets to Belfast, where the as- 
sociated company of Short Bros 
and Hariand occupied premis- 
es on Queen's Island. Keith- 
Lucas moved to Belfast with 
the company and in the period 
up to 1965 successively held 
the posts of chief designer, 
technical director and research 
director. 

The early post-war years 
were an exciting period in avi- 
ation as the widespread appli- 
cation of the jet engine led to 
the investigation of many in- 
novative engineering concepts. 
Short Bros and Hariand were 
concerned with a number of 
these and Keith-Lucas made a 
major contribution to their 
application and successful 
outcome. The work included 
research on swept -wings 
which culminated in the Short 
SB-5 research aircraft The 
wings of this machine were so 
designed that the sweepback 
could be adjusted on the 
ground, and it was flown to 
study the effect of sweep 
on low-speed aerodynamic 
characteristics. 

At about the same time the 
novel **3610-150(511110 wing” con- 
cept of Professor G.TR. Hill 
was investigated. This came to 
fruition as the Short Sherpa 
demonstrator aircraft which 
flew as a glider, and later pow- 
ered by a jet engine. Keith- 
Lucas used his experience in 
these activities to publish in 
1952 a classical work entitled 
The Shape of Wings to Come. 

Interest then moved to jet- 
borne vertical take-off and 
landing concepts and after coa- 


SC-1 aircraft was designed and 
built. Unusual in that it was fit- 
ted with five engines, the aircraft 
used four of them to provide 
vertical lift. A sigoficaot prob- 
lem which was successfully over- 
come was the control of the 
mac hine in vertical and trana- 
tkm flight. A presentation to the 
Institute of Mechanical Engi- 
neers in 1961/62 under the ti- 
tle “The Challenge of VTOL 
enabled Keith-Lucas to report 
the knowledge gained in this 

field- , . .. 

Other activities during the 
Northern Ireland period in- 
cluded the Short Belfast heavy 
freighter and the much small- 
er Short Skyvan. From the 
latter were subsequently de- 
veloped the Sherpa, SD-330 and 

SD-360 light freight/commuter 
series of aircraft. 

Outside his professional du- 
ties David Keith-Lucas was 
very much a family man. He 
married Dorothy De Bauduy 
Robertson in 1942 and shared 
with her the pleasure in raising 
their two sons and daughter. He 
was also bad a concern for the 



Keith-Uicas: vertical talw-aff 


wider community and served on 
the Senate of the Queen’s Uni- 
versity, Belfast His contribution 
to the university was recog- 
nised by the award of an Hon- 
orary Doctorate in 1968. 

However, the wider world 
beckoned and in 1965 he moved 
from industry' to academia 
when he was appointed Pro- 
fessor of Aircraft Design in 
the College of Aeronautics, 
Cranfield. This necessitated 
moving his home from Belfast 
to the mainl and, and he and 
h is wife look up residence in a 
pair of converted cottages at 
Emberton, Buckinghamshire, 
where he was to stay for the re- 
mainder of his life. In 1969 the 
College of Aeronautics was 
granted a Royal Charter and be- 
came the Cranfield Institute of 
Technology. 

Perhaps Keith-Lucas’s great- 
est achievement at Cranfield 
was the welding together of 
the original departments of 
Aerodynamics. Aircraft Design 
and Flight into a new College 
of Aeronautics. In 1972 he be- 
came Professor of Aeronautics 
and Chairman of the College, 
which still flourishes as a 
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field University. 

retirement m l^Eineritiis 

*rfded an Honorary 
D oS Cranfield Keirb- 

artSKS 

“ teld until 1972 when £ 
became Chairman of® 
successor, the Airworthy 
Requirements Board, He con 

tinued in this important ^le for 
the first, critical, 10 years of its 

"^1968,0 1970^ 
Lucas was a member ol tn 
“RoskUT Commission for me 
Third London Airport. Al- 
though this exercise was frus- 
trating in that the Commission s 

recommendations were not no* 

pteraeated, it had its lfehfo r 

merits. At one stage Cranfield 
airfield was considered as a pos- 
sible site and David Keitn- 
Lucas was heard to comment 
that its adoption would result m 
the loss of his job, his home and 
his friends. Nevertheless the 
pn sinU Commission was of sig- 
nificance in that it was one of 
the first of such investigations 
which give full consideration to 
environmental issues. 

In 1968 Keith-Lucas became 
President of the Royal Aero- 
nautical Society; he was award- 
ed the Gold Medal, of the 
society in 1975. 

Keith-Lucas was a great ad- 
mirer of the Wright brothers 
and was proud of their associ- 
ation with Short Bros in the ear- 
ly days of the company. In 
1979 he set out to fulfil a life- 
long ambition to visit the site of 
the world's first controlled, 
powered flight at Kitty Hawk, 
North Carolina. Sadly it was a 
journey destined to end in 
tragedy, a serious road accident 
resulting in the death of his 
wife and very serious injuries 
to himself It was typical of 
the man that he overcame the 
disaster and bis resulting 
disabilities to continue his 
contributions to aviation. 

In 1981 he married Phyllis 
Everard, whom he had known 
many years earlier at Short 
Bros. 

Denis Howe 

David Keith-Lucas, aeronautical 
engineer: bom 23 March 1911; 
Chief Aenodynanudst, Short Bros 
1940-49; Chief Designer. Short 
Bros & Hariand 1949-58, Tech- 
nical Director 1958-64, Director 
of Research 1964-65 ; Professor 
of Aircraft Design, Cranfield In- 
stitute of Technology 1965-72, 
Pro-Vice-Chancellor 1970-73; 
Professor of Aeronautics and 
Chairman, College of Aeronau- 
tics 1972-76 (Emeritus); CBE 
1973; married 1942 Dorothy De 
Bauduy Robertson (died 1979; 
two sons, one daughter), 1981 
Phyllis Everard (nie Whurr); 
died 6 April 1997. 


George Goodspeed 


George Goodspeed was the 
last old bookseller. Old himself 
(he had outlived all his con- 
temporaries), he knew old 
books, especially American lit- 
erature and histoiy, as few can 
hope to know them now. He 
conducted his business on an 
old style, too, with few conces- 
sions to modernity; it was an 
admirable style in many ways, 
especially when practised, as 
he did, with New England 
rectitude, irony and reticence. 

Charles Eliot Goodspeed, 
his father, set up shop in a base- 
ment at 5a Park Street, oppo- 
site Boston Common, in 189S. 
A Cape Cod man by birth (his 
ancestor Roger Goodspeed of 
Wingrave. Buckinghamshire, 
settled on Cape Cod circa 
1640), he had moved to Quin- 
cy and there his son was bom 
in 1903. Charles Goodspeed 
never went beyond elementary 
school, hut his son went to Rox- 


bury Latin School and Exeter, 
and thence to Harvard, from 
which he graduated in 1925. By 
then the firm bad expanded to 
two adjacent ground-floor win- 
dows on Ashburton Place, and 
the young Goodspeed actually 
started work during his last 
summer vacation in 1924. 

“It was only a subway ride,” 
he wrote 50 years later, 

from our commencement exercises 
lo the Grst and only job I have held 
since 1925 . . . While I was under no 
pressure to do so, it was partly in fol- 
lowing the line of leas resistance that 
I went to work for the family enter- 
prise. That I became early a partner 
and eventually the principal execu- 
tive of the firm cannot be therefore 
attributed to any excess of talent or 
industry on my part 

But talent and industry he had 
in abundance, as well as a wit 
that turned inwards if anything 
more easily than out. 

He inherited from his father, 
whose seJf-educarion had 


spread far and wide, a catholic 
taste and an inventive mind. He 
now learnt the art of catalogu- 
ing and writing catalogue notes, 
in which he came to excel. He 
also learnt that a customer 
whose needs are remembered 
and is fairly and loyally treated 
comes back to the store. 

Knowledge of the highways 
and, even more, the byways of 
North American history 
seemed to be Id his bones. 
Many of his stories (and they 
were good ones) turned on the 
luck or chance of finding some 
unsuspecting treasures. In oth- 
ers it might have been so, but 
neither Goodspeed left much to 
chance; their discoveries grew 
from a deep and wide knowl- 
edge of where such things might 
lie hid. 

Goodspeed grew up in the 
trade during the D^ression, 
which the firm survived, even 
growing in the process. Charles 


Goodspeed had been one of the 
first to appreciate the artistic 
quality of Audubon's natural 
history prints and to sense the 
growth and popularity of ge- 
nealogy. Prints became the 
speciality of Louis Holman, 
who went bis own way in 1930. 
and George Goodspeed tend- 
ed to concentrate on American 
literature. 

This was partly due to his 
friendship with Carroll Wilson, 
a New York lawyer whose work 
for the Guggenheim brothers 
left him lime to form one of the 
best collections of American lit- 
erature and to be the centre of 
a group of like-minded friends, 
in and outside the trade. Frank 
Bemis, Perrival Merritt and 
Harold Murdock were already 
customers; C. Waller Barrett. 
J.K. Lilly and PJ5. Howe come 
to follow them. Goodspeed 
served them all faithfully and 
with an imaginative flair that 


was all the greater because it 
was inconspicuous. 

Who but he would have 
bought the 1553 Homer that be- 
longed to the poet and essayist 
James RussellLowell (the firm 
specialised in Lowell's books) 
and then, reading a letter from 
Lowell about his future wife, 
have found the words “on the 
mantel is a moss rose she gave 
me which, when it withers, I 
shall enshrine it in my Homeri*? 
He opened it again and found 
the rose still there pressed 
between the leaves. 

Who but Goodspeed would 
have bought the firsi children’s 
book printed in America, dis- 
guised by a convenient misprint, 
for a fraction of its value? Who 
else bought and sold Wilde's 
sonnet on Keats, “Auld Lang 
Sync" and “The Wreck of the 
Hesperus”. 

In 1935. the firm moved to 
Beacon Street, where it re- 


mained in relatively palatial 
surroundings, finally returning 
to Park Street, where it closed 
in 1995. Long before that, 
Goodspeed had become a 
legend. Some of his best stories 
appeared in print, and his rem- 
iniscences, The Bookseller's Ap- 
prentice, were published last 
year. 1b read them, and the tales 
of great collectors and librari- 
ans, and those ironic touches 
(the customer who “though a 
medical man was on salary” and 
wanted time to pay), recalls a 
great and unforgettable man. 
He was indeed “The Last of the 
Mohicans”, a parallel that mifht 
have come near shocking him. 

Nicolas Barker 

George Talbot Goodspeed, book- 
seder bom Quincy, Massachu- 
setts 10 October 1903; married 
1935 Ivis Jenney (died 1983; 
one daughter); died Brookline, 
Massachusetts 3 May 1997. 
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Original sign tor Goodspeed's ‘Old South Branch' In Boston. From 
George Goodspeed's The Bookseller's Apprentice (Holmes Pub- 
lishing Company, 1996) Photograph: Houghton Library 
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Births, 

Marriages 

& Deaths 

« 

DEATHS 

GRIFFITHS: Scan, an 24 May in Lon- 
don. at 35 years old He will be sad- 
ly missed by his parents, friends and 
partner. Funeral to be held at Si 
Marys Catholic Church. Wrexham. 
North Wbles on Friday 30 May at 9am. 

Announcements for Gazette 
BIRTHS. MARRIAGES & 
DEATHS {Births, Adoptions, 
Marriages, Deaths, Memorial ser- 
vices, Wedding anniversaries. In 
Memoriam) should be sent in 
writing to the Gazette Editor, The 
Independent, 1 Canada Square, 
Canary Wharf, London E145DL. 
telephoned to 0171-293 2011 (24. 
hour answering machine 0171-293 
2012) or faxed to 0171-293 2010, 
and are charged at £6.50 a line 
(VAT extra). OTHER Gazette an- 
no or cements {notices, functions. 
Forthcoming marriages. Mar- 
riages) must be submitted in writ- 
ing (or faxed) and are charged at 
£L0allne.VAT extra. They should 

be accompanied by a daytime tele- 
phone number. 

The Independent's main switch- 
board number is 0171-293 2000. 


Marriages 

Mr W Hanbnry Denison 
and Miss Mina Choi 
The marriage took place on Friday 
23 May 1997 between Mina Choi and 
William Hanbmjr Tenison. Tie Nup- 
tial Mass was celebrated by Fhther 
Kit Cunningham at St Elheldreda's, 
Ely Place, London ECI. 

Birthdays 

Mr Colin Ameiy, architectural writer 
and historian, 53; Mr Michael Berke- 
ley, composer and broadcaster, 49; 
Sir Douglas Black, physician, S4; Mr 
Christopher Bland, chairman, Board 
of Governors, BBC, 59; Sir Kenneth 
Couzens. chairman. Credit Lyonnais 
Capital Markets, 72; Mr Quentin 
Davies MR 53; Sir Jeremy Owes, 
chairman. St Helier NHS Thst, 60; 
Mr Rupert Everett, actor, 38; Lord 
Fraser of Cormyflie QC former gov- 
ernment minister, 52: Lt-Gen Sir 
Martin Gacrod, former Commandant 
General, Royal Marines, 62; Sir An- 
thony Grant, former MP, 72; Miss 
Linda Esther Gray, opera singer, 49; 
Sir Robin Haydon, former diplomat, 
77; Sir John Herbecq, former civil ser- 
vant, 75; Sir Trevor Holdswonh. for- 
mer chairman. National Bower, 70; 
Mr Bob Hope, actor and comedian, 
94; Professor Robert Knox, bacteri- 
ologist, 93; Sir James Marjoribanks, 
former ambassador, 86; The Earl of 
Mozlcy, Lord-Lieutenant of Devon. 
74; Miss Nanette Newman, actress 


and writer. 58; Mr Terry Pavey, for- 
mer Editor, 7V Times, 54; Mr Frau- 
ds Rossi, rock, singer and guitarist, 
48; Mr Alwin Schockemohle, 
sbowjumper, 60; Mr Doug Scott, 
mountaineer. 56: Mr Carl Toms, 
stage designer, 70; Professor Louis 
Warn, agricultural scientist, 86; Gen- 
eral Sir Richard Worst ey. former 
Quartermaster General, 74; Mr Ian- 
nis Xenakis, composer, architect 
and engineer, 75. 

Anniversaries 
Births: John Pemy. Puritan author 
and martyr, 1593; Charles IT, King, 
1630; Sarah Jennings, Duchess of 
Marlborough. 1660; Patrick Heruy, 
orator and statesman. 1736; Philippe 
Lebon, chemist and inventor, 1767; 
Dr John Wilker, inventor of the fric- 
don match. 1781; Emil Breslaner. pi- 
anist, 1836; Hans Makan, painter, 
1840; Heinrich von Kaon, pianist and 
composer, 1852; Gilbert Keith 
Chesterton, author, 1874; Oswald 
Spengler, philosopher, 1880; Joseph 
von Sternberg, film director. 2S94; 
Erich Wolfgang Komgold, compos- 
er, 1897; Gregg To land, dnemarog- 
rapher, 1904; Terence Hanbury 
White, novelist, 1906; John Fitzger- 
ald Kennedy, 35th US President. 
I£ft7. Deaths: Henry Dundas. first 
Vacuum Melville, statesman, 1821; 
Sir Humphry Davy, scientist and in- 
/ventor of the minets 1 safety lamp. 

' 1823; Jcan-Louis Haroon, painter, 
1874; John Lothrop Motley, diplo- 


mat and historian, 1877; Julius von 
Sachs, botanist and naturalist. 1897; 
Mily Alekseyevich Balakirev, com- 
poser. 3910: Sir William Schwcnck 
Gilbert, librettist and playwright, 
died after saving a young woman 
from drowning. 1911; Abbott Han- 
detson Thayer, painter and natural- 
ist, 1921; Adam Adolf Oberlaoder, 
painter and caricaturist. 1925; Josef 
Suit, violinist and composer, 1935; 
John Barrymore (Blythe), actor, 
1942; Fanny Brice (Fannie Borach), 
comedienne, 1951; Juan Ramon 
Jimenez, poet. 1956: Mary Pick/ord 
(Gladys Mary Smith), film actress. 
1 979: Jacqueline Onassis (Jacqueline 
Lee Bouvier), widow of President 
John Kennedy and of Aristotle Otras- 
srs, 1994, On this day; Constantino- 
ple fell to the Turks. 1453; Charies 
II entered London after the restora- 
tion of the monarchy, 1660; Rhode 
Island became the 13th of the Unit- 
ed States, 1790; Wisconsin became 
the 30th of the United States, JS4$; 
the firsi steam table tram in Europe 
began operating in Highgaic. Lon- 
don. 1884; the finer Normandie left 
Le Havre on her maiden voyage to 
New York, via Southampton. 1935; 
the evaojaiion from Dunkirk began. 
1940: Sir Edmund Hillary and Sher- 
pa Tenzing reached lhe’summit of 
Mount Everest, 1953; Charles tie 
Gaulle formed a government of na- 
tional safety in franoe, 1959: the first 
London production of the musical 
Gypsy was presented. 1 973. Today is 
Corpus Christ' and the Feasi Dav of 
St Bernard of Monijom nr Memhon. 


St Cyril of Caesarea. Si Maxiniinus 
of Trier. Saints Sishmius, Martyrius 
and Alexander. Si Theodosia of 
Constantinople and Saints William, 
Stephen, Raymond and their Com- 
panions. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Norman Coady, 
“Look and Learn (S): Lessons from 
Antiquity. Piero della Francesca and 
Botticelli", lpm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Irene 
Logan. "Amber the molten gold of 
the 17ih century". 230pm- 
British Museum: Dm Bailey, "Quar- 
rying in Roman Egypt", 1.15pm. 
National Portrait Gallery: Toba 
Mann. “Thomas Hardy's Poems". 
1.10pm. 

London School of Economics: Ami- 
tai Eizioni, “Morality in a Free So- 
ciety". 530pm. 

Institute of Economic Affairs, 2 
Lord North Street, London SWr 
T om Bell, "The Internet: heavily 
regulated by no one in particular'r, 
630pm. 

Luncheons 

Lloyd's Register of Shipping 
The chairman of Lloyd's Register of 
Shipping, Mr Patrick OTcrrall, the 
deputy chairman and chief executive 
officer. Dr Tim Jones, board mem- 
bers and Lloyds Register Quality As- 
surance Board gave a luncheon 
yesterday at Trinity House, London 


EC4. Mr Eddie George, Governor of 
the Bank of England, was guest of 
honour. 

Receptions 

HM Government 

Mr John Battle MP, Minister of 
State at ibe Department of Trade and 
Industry, was host at a reception held 
yesterday at Lancaster House, St 
James's, London SWI. to mark the 
first meeting of the UK/Russian 
Joint Commission on Science and 
Technology Co-operation. 

Church appointments 

The Rev Frank White, Vicar of Birt- 
iey and Rural Dean of Chesrer-Le- 
Strect (Durham ), lo be Archdeacon 
of Sunderland (a newly created 
post), and also an Honorary Canon 
of Durham Cathedral (same diocese). 
The Rev Davhl Ainwwd DinctoraTSliidtca 
and Uctutct m Chrwim Ettncs at THnity Ci*. 
lege. Bristol {Bristol |: to be Vicar of Prcmoo 
(Chester). 

The Rev Jonathan Boston. Vkar, HonforA 
Horsham St Faith with Newton Si Ruth: to 
bs Pricsi-ia-Chargc of Lncham with Kemp- 
Son. Lrabam fcwt Lcriun W«a Mitcham; 
flecston-ncu-Milcham: Stanfield; TinJeshaH 
wuh Gudwick (Norwich). 

The Rev Roger BouUL Assistant lo the Bish- 
op of Wolverhampton: to be The Bebop of 
Lichfield's Pastoral Auxiliary (Ltchficldl. 
The Rev Hugh Bnadhcm, Vicar, Hob Trin- 
ity. Bromley Common and Chaplain to Si 
Obvu-5 and Si Sarinur* School. Orpington: 
tobcPnoa-in^3iiirBc.SiJohn.BroiiiJcy(suh- 
jixtio suspension ot preaciuaiion) and Chap- 
lain. Si Ohms'* and Si SavicurN School. 
Otpmgion (Rochester!. 


The Rev Peter Cavarugh. Vicar, Si Colum- 
ha, Aniirld (Liverpool!; uj be Vicar, St 
Mary's. Lancaster (Blackburn). 

The Rev Robert CUdc-Tenm Vicar. Burvlcam 
Pari* f Manchester): to be Vicar or Aduon- 
upon-Mcncy Sc Martin (CbeserV 
Canon David Parker. Executive Officer, 
Diocesan Board for Church St Society (Man- 
drester): to be also an Honorary Canon of 
Manchester Cathedral (Manchester). 

The Rxr, David Random, Vicar of ttttrtrfjeadj 
and Landhcach: in be Vicar of Cambridge St 
John (Ely). 

Canon Gonion Rruty, Vfcar,! Si Peter, Burr 
to be also an Honorary Canon of Manches- 
ter Cathedral (Manchester). 

The Rev Charles Stewart. Precentor anti 
Sacraa ol Winchocur Cathedral; to he a Canoo 
Residentiary of Winchester Cathedral (Wm- 
Chester). 

Canon William TVidcD. Recto/. Si Michael. 
Flrinxi: to be also an Honorary Canon of Man- 
choicr Cathedral (Manchester). 

Canm Midnd WQUamson, Rector of Si Mary. 
Droylsdcn: lo he ahn an Honorary Canon or 
Manchester Cathedral {Manchester). 

Gresham College 

Gresham College has announced 
the following appointments, with 
effect from 1 September 1997: The 
Most Rev Richard F. Holloway, 
Bishop of Edinburgh and Primus of 
Hie Scottish Episcopal Church, to be 
Gresham Professor of Divinity, Dr 
Lynetlc Hunter, Reader in Rhetoric 
at Leeds University, to be Gresham 
Professor of Rhetoric; Mr Stephen 
Pratt, Head of Music at Liverpool 
Hope University College, and Miss 
Joanna MacGregor, Visiting Artist 
at Liverpool Hope University Col- 
lege, to be Joint Gresham Professor 
of Music. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
The Queen attends a service in the 
Queen's Chapel of the Savoy, Strand, 
London WC2. The Queen Mother 
visits the restored Cambridge Arts 
Theatre and lunches at Queens' 
College, Cambridge. The Princess 
Royal visits the Banff Day Care Ser- 

vices, St Combs Court, Banff; opens 

the Macduff Marine Aquarium, 
Macduff, B anff; and opens the 
Princess RoyaJ Baric project, Banff 

The Duchess of Gloucester visits the 
Suffolk Agricultural Show, Ipswich, 
Suffolk; and attends a Reception to 
mark the Silver Jubilee of Break- 
through Deaf-H earing Integration at 
Mansion House, London ECL The 
Duke of Kent, President, Royal Na- 
tional Lifeboat Institution, visits Is- 
lay Lifeboat Station. Fort Askaig, Isle 
of Islay; visits CampbetowaLifoxat 
Station, Campbeltown, Kintyre, 
Strathclyde; ana meets representa- 
tives of the institution and their 
families at a reception at Feruhill 
HoieL Ponpazrick, Dumfries and 
Galloway. 

Changing of the Guard 
The Household Cavalry Mounted 
Regiment mounts the Queen's Life 
Guard at Horse Guards, 11 am; 1st 
Battalion the Royal Regiment of 
wales mounts the Queen’s Guard, 
at Buckingham Palace, 1130am, 
band provided by the Grenadier 
Guards. 


The LAW REPORT resumes with the 
Law Term, on Tuesday 3 June. 
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■"* other way to 
° ff obesit y or shed those pounds 

noiogramm.es * you are younger and 

more raetnc) zs even more simple. 

S&J ^ Stop drinkin g calorific 
dnnJcs. Go for a walk every day 

The obviousness of the advice does 
not make it any less valid. Moreover, 
u only cost you the cover price of this 
^per - and very little time to 
read. So we have just saved you the 
need to go out and buy mountains of 
drugs and books and inflict miseries on 
yourself. Obesity is a disease of afflu- 
ence; or rather of the maladjusment of 
mind -set and material opportunity. 
\esterday the Royal College of Physi- 
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cians responded to a government 
request for new guidelines on the use 
of appetite suppressants, which urged 
a much more conservative prescribing 
regime. The doctors did not, however, 
make the obvious point People are ask- 
ing for pills to stop them doing some- 
thing they themselves could do by act 
of will: for the exercise of mind they are 
substituting chemicals - something far 
more morally scandalous than resort- 
ing to drugs for recreational pleasure. 

Size has become an industry, a cul- 
ture, a lifestyle and a universal preoc- 
cupation. In part this reflects the way 
we inhabit a universe of American con- 
cerns and assumptions. The American 
drama we consume features thin or at 
least well-proportioned people; in real- 
ity the United States is fatiand. That 
disparity is just as obvious to Americans 
themselves, leading to a national obses- 
sion with weight which we are in the 
throes of importing. We need trade bar- 
riers against the American attitude of 
complaint that says: the culture makes 
me eat to excess, therefore I have a 
right to help - whether from doctors, 
counsellors, quacks or therapists. The 
American way - as with that country’s 
epic and virtually fruitless battles 
against the importation of cocaine - is 
to ignore the causes of complaint but 
to attend merely to symptoms and 
supply. What we don't need here is the 
diversion of resources, especially pub- 
lic health resources, into research and 


therapeutic development for a self- 
induced condition. 

Our maxim is: be fat and be happy - 
or else eat less and exercise more. Just 
don’t complain. Fatties sometimes try 
rather half-heartedly to claim they are 
the victims of visual oppression. There 
is great celebration when Vogue prints 
a picture of a young woman who - to 
unprejudiced e, is -is merely ample but 
to fashion mavens looks a radical 
departure from the stick-insect norm. 
This is a puzzle. Large numbers of 
women are obese and even greater 
numbers are plump, well-endowed, 
voluptuous, Rubenesque (the adjective 


is in the eye of the beholder). They 
surely cannot all be an oppressed 
minority. If they are, let’s anticipate a 
f attist insurgency, banners saying “Tm 
fat and proud”. Of course obesity is a 
problem. Excess weight knocks years 
off life expectancy. One study even 
turned up a straight calculus of chips 
into extra months of existence - every 
pound increase in weight between the 
ages of 30 and 42 increased the risk of 
death within the next 26 years by one 
per cent Work out the odds, and put 
your fork down. Other studies have sug- 
gested that exercise and cardio-vascu- 
lar fitness are critical; the fit and fat may 


live as long as the thin. Either way there 
are two conclusions to be drawn. The 
first is for doctors. There is an increas- 
ingly large category of conditions which 
people take to general practitioners and 
dimes, which are neither disease as tra- 
ditionally defined (tissue degeneration 
as a result of infection or ageing) nor 
straightforward accident. Nor are they 
unavoidably the consequence of lack of 
resources, for example the health prob- 
lems associated with low income, bad 
housing or work in insanitary condi- 
tions. They stem instead from the way 
people choose to live. They are the 
afflictions of lifestyle and include con- 
ditions brought od by drug and alcohol 
abuse, smoking and eating too much. 
Doctors are not, generally speaking, 
expert in emotional distress. If people 
overeat because they are unhappy, 
they need to be referred to priests and 
therapists or urged to get friends or 
pets, lb reach for the dexfenfluramine 
is a cop-out, as well as potentially dan- 
gerous in terms of side-effects, which 
according to yesterday's report may 
themselves be hard to spot. As the 
Royal College starchily puts h, the first 
response should be a combination of 
diet, exercise and behaviour modifica- 
tion. As an idea, behaviour modifica- 
tion has a chequered history. It is what 
Comrade Pavlov sought to do to his 
dogs and Profesor Skinner to his rats. 
With humans there is the slight matter 
of mind and intention, let alone volition 


and people’s almost infinite capacity to 
kid themselves. To the question: do you 
sincerely want to lose weight, increas- 
ing numbers give the practical answer 
“no” - the effort is too great, or they 
simply enjoy eating too much. Let 
them live and eventually die, albeit a 
bit sooner than otherwise, with the 
consequences. And stop asking for 
magic-bullet drugs. 

Water dividend 
just won’t wash 

I f a 15 per cent dividend payment to 
shareholders from a water supplier 
charging among the highest rates in the 
country isn’t a windfall, then apples 
don’t frill off trees when the autumn 
breezes blow. Anglian Water is not mak- 
ing this distribution because it is super- 
efficient, or because it has busied round 
Cambridgeshire and Norfolk repairing 
all the leaking pipes. The payment is 
based essentially on its monopoly of 
water supply, and the inadequacies of 
the regulatory regime established by 
Nicholas Ridley and Margaret 
Thatcher. Labour should go ahead 
with its tax. It should also keep an open 
mind on further privatisation — and on 
the need to ensure that the private sup- 
pliers of public goods are either subject 
to competition or strenuously regulated. 
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Britain must 
not rush into 
PR system 

Sir: Donald Macintyre, in “A good 
time to help Ashdown and start on 
PR" (23 May), overlooks the key 
point that there is a multitude of 
different proportional 
representation voting systems in use 
world-wide, and many even within 
the European Union. The work of 
the Boundary Commissioa in 
drawing up new European 
constituencies for I9SK), based on 
groups of the recently revised House 
of Commons seats, is now weB 
advanced; unless we were to adopt 
one specific PR system without prior 
public debate and consultation, it is 
hard to see how such a fundamental 
change could be introduced in time. 

The impression is sometimes 
given that PR is a brand new idea, 
when in reality it has been around a 
longtime and a number of 
countries that originally adopted a 
PR voting system have 
subsequently reverted, at least 
partially, to first-past-the-post 
elections. Like a great many people 
1 believe we should be very cautious 
before we abandon the traditional 
link between an elected member 
and an individual constituency, in 
any type of election. The 
constituency link ensures eveiyone 
has “their own” MP and imposes on 
elected members a degree of 
commitment and accountability to 
the electorate that most forms of 
PR do not, and that party list 
svstems certainly fail to do. 

* The Labour Party has made a 
manifesto commitment to conduct 
a referendum on whether people in 
Britain want a change to a PR form 
of voting and to precede this by 
setting up an independent 
Electoral Commission to advise on 
alternative systems to our present 
one. This fair and reasonable 
approach should apply not only to 
ibe House of Commons, but to the 

European Parliament and local 

councils as well. If we avoid roriuog 
into a possibly unwise form of PR 
for the European elections in 1SW, 
then it could be introduced, after 
thorough preparation, for the 
elections in 2004. 

MICHAEL ELLIOTT MEP 
(London (Vest, Lab) 

London R '13 
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right to identify the European 
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knowledge or experience of active 
service. 

The fact is being ignored that in 
only 10 per cent of courts martial 
cases in the First World Warm 
which the death sentence was given, 
was the sentence carried oul It is 
normal procedure for the verdict 
and the sentence of a military court 
martial to be reviewed by a senior 
officer. Clearly, in 90 per cent of the 
cases the reviewing officer 
considered that either the evidence 
called for clemency, or the accused 
had not received a fair trial 

Anthony Bevins and Sieve 
Boggan highlight a case in which a 
soldier "as young as 19”, was 
executed. Age, colour and creed 
are irrelevant. All service 
personnel are equal as members of 
a team dependent upon each other 
for their individual safety in an 
operation. 

LW WRIGHT 
Captain ( Fet'd, ) 

The Parachute Reganmt 
Ipswich, Suffolk 

Sin You quote the historian, Julian 
Putkowski, who says tharihe 
officers knew the men they were 
sentencing to death were zoo young 
and should simply have been sent 
borne” (“Army firing squads killed 
boy soldiers”, 28 May). Had this 
been done, hew many soldiers 
would have claimed that they were 
under age -truly or falsely -and 
applied lobe sent home? 

Surely it was those officers who 
knowingly recruited under-age 
soldiers and posted them to France 
who were most to blame. It would 
be interesting to know how many 
youngsters faded to get into the 
Army because of the vigilance of 
recruiting officers. 

LEO HAYNES 
Narthwood. Middlesex 


Health care for 
our communities 

Sir. The “patient-focus" care you 
wish to see (leading article, 23 
May) has always been the basis of 
care in community hospitals. This 
sector has been overlooked by all 
governments, and at the moment 
there is aprqposal to close 14 
community hospitals in Powys. 

Iris an opportune time for the 
new government to look closely at 
this sector. Cbnummity hospitals 
are an inherent part or primary care 
and should be incorporated in the 
primary care sector immediate^. 
Ninety-five per cent of all NHS 
health care is carried out in the 
primary care/commtmity hospital 
sector. For for too tong community 
hospitals have been within die 
secondary care sector and at the 
end of the queue for financial 
investment, bat at the front when it 
comes to reduction of services. 

Had Mr Gaines’s father been in 
the Whitby area, all his care would 
have been done in one place, local 
to his home, co-ordinated by his 
GP. We are extremely lucky to have 
thisfedlay here. Bui the higher 
echelons of NHS management do 
not seem to imderetandits nature. 

Let us have a radial rethink and 
bring the community hospitals, 
finance, management and future 
development into a primary care 
Locality Commissioning Unit 
where it belongs. Such a unit could 
hold the finandal allocation for the 
whole area- GPs, community 

and some other services - 
manage it for the benefit of its 


community. The patients would 
love to see this happen, and would 
reciprocate by expanding their 
already substantial voluntary 
contributions to this sector. 

The community hospitals are a 
much-loved part of the NHS, 
appreciated by all who either use or 
work in them. Many managers in 
industry would give their right arm 
to have such an enthusiastic and 
dedicated workforce. 

Dr ALAN BRIG HOUSE 
Co-ordinating Manager 
Whitby and District Health Forum 
Whitby, North Yorkshire 


Winning the 
ratings race 

Sin Your article f Courting the 
uptown boys”, 26 May) contained an 
error about ITV’s ratings for 
Fbrmula One. ITV achieved an 
audience of more than 1 million 
more thisyear than the BBC did for 
last year’s coverage of the Brazilian 
Grand Prix (&8m vs 5.7m), and an 
audience ona par with last year for 
the races from Australia (3 3m vs 
33m) and Argentina (6.0m vs 6J)m). 

Although our rating for the San 
Marino Grand Prix reflected the 
early effects of the “Damon 
factor”, the audience was by no 
means down year-on-year to the 
extent you suggested. ITV gained a 
live audience of 4.1 million for the 
race, compared with the BBC’s 5.0 
milli on. 

CAROL MDJLWARD 
Independent Television Association 
London WC1 


Not all protesters 
are cuddly 

Sin In your editorial (“Unearthed: 
Little Nuggets” 22 May) regarding 
the trespassers at Manchester 
Airport’s second runway rite, I am 
glad that you recognise that they 
are wrong, but you must be joking 
in your portrayal of them as 
friendly and likeable. 

You have dearly not 
encountered the violent acts they 
are capable of. Death threats, care 
and property sabotaged, 
in timid ation of families, physical 
violence, bombardment of rescuers 
with urine and faeces - definitely 
not cuddly and nice protesters in 
anyone's estimation. 

Of course, there are peaceable 
people amongst the trespassers 
encamped at the second runway 
site, but there are also characters 
bent on causing damage and injury 
to people doing their jobs. There is 
even evidence that reputable 
ecologists have been threatened 
and intimidated when they have 
pointed out the environmental 


Most of the people on the site have 
no connection with the area. The 
main effect of their action is to 
keep unemployed people in the 
dole queue. 

I am disappointed that so many 
commentators have been conned 
into supporting the image of the 
trespassers they most like - as 
caring, peaceful demonstrators. 
Unfortunately that image is far 
from the truth, 

Ii is impossible to subscribe to 
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the view that “you can’t help liking 
them”, if you have full knowledge 
of what actually happens on an 
eviction rite. 

GRAHAM STRINGER MP 
Chair of the Board 
Manchester Airport 


Long live the 
Internet 

Sin I fear that Andreas Whittam 
Smith has missed the point in his 
report of the recent Oxford Union 
debate (27 May). 

1 do not share his assumption 
that the demise of the nation state 
is something that we should fear. 
To take the examples of 
censorship (Whittam Smith uses 
the less emotive term, “policing”) 
and of nationalism (“common 
identity and culture”): a reduction 
of the nation stale's influence in 
these areas is surely an outcome 
to be desired. 

Whether or not the Internet will 
prove an effective tool for the 
reduction of trade barriers, for the 
empowerment of individuals, and 
even for the lessening of global 
tensions, remains to be seen. But 
this potential is not a threat: rather, 
an opportunity for positive change. 

My own worry is not that the 
Internet will mean the end of 
national control over the populace; 
rather, that the afl-too-pem-erfui 
nation states, democratic or not, will, 
by over-regulation, succeed in 
preventing the Internet from 
fulfilling its liberating promise. 1 
wouldtaicss that the winning vote at 
the Oxford Union was at least 
partially engendered Ity a spirit of 
optimism, rather than bv one of fear. 
CHRIS &RODY 
Londori'SElO 


Lessons to be 
learnt in Africa 

Sir: Kevin Watkins is right to 
suggest we raise the cash to get 
Africa's children back into school 
(“The West can halt Africa’s slide", 
26 May); however, we have dabbled 
in education for Africa before. Go 
back to the first decade of African 
independence: one finds chains of 
admirable secondary schools and 
clusters of innovative universities 
that raised the intellectual profile 
and set the new cultural agendas of 
their respective countries. Ang]o- 
America was not slow to respond. 
The promise was that a generation 
of liberated, informed men and 
women would release the potential 
of the continent and make a life 
worth living for all its citizens. 

So what happened to them? 
Those who are not long-sin ce dead 
at appallingly young ages have 
been swallowed up by the self- 
seeking corruption that is 
necessary for survival in the 
thickets of African politics. Either 
that, or they have got out, or been 
chased out, and now form part of 
an increasing African diaspora. 
Invest in Africa now, and who is to 
say we would not see our funds 
disappearing down the same 
drains? 

We must not again superimpose 
a quasi-British, exam-based system 
that promises non-existent urban 
office jobs to school leavers and 
university graduates. We should 
take into account the feet that the 
last time we moved in with our 
educational cohorts, we took not 
one whit of notice of local cultures, 
with the result that although we 
produced young people fit to work 
and live in our culture, we 
outraged their parents, many of 
whom were convinced we had 
produced a generation of unruly, 
disrespectful yobs. 

DAVID WALLACE 
Hove, Sussex 


Art, science 
and stupidity 

Sir: Will Self is right (“Art, science 
and Self abuse", 24 May) to chide 
Lewis Wolpert for his Elitist view of 
science and disparagement of 
common sense. 

I vividly remember from last 
year, when a learned professor 
came to stay for a while, coming 
down to breakfast one morning 
only to find him poised over a two- 
litre carton of milk on its side and 
about to sever the cap with the 
bread knife. Having let out an 
expletive, I grasped the carton and 
to his utter amazement proceeded 
to remove the plastic tab and 
unscrew the cap. The house still 
bears the scare of other incidents 
with a less happy outcome, but 
which serve as a reminder of just 
how stupid clever people can be. 

Fr DOMINIC KIRKHAM 
Manchester 


Ten-minute 
tricks of the mind 

Sin Being constrained by O-level 
biology, taken in 1950. 1 am unable 
to understand why it is lhat I can 
never remember 1 0 minutes later 
whether or not I have cleaned my 
teeth, yet am always aware without 
looking that there remains some 
undnink coffee in my mug. 

1 suspect that this is not an 
uncommon experience. Can one of 
your srieniifically erudite readers 
explain? 

ALEC JUST 

Bushev 

Hertft*dshire 
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Regional development policies 
are back. And the South-west 
needs them. But will Labour - 
and the Lib Dems - allow it the 
strong coordinating body it 
requires, asks David Walker 






Summer at 
the seaside 
at Exmouth: 
everything's 
all right when 
the sun’s 
shining, but 
the South- 
west needs 
more than 
tourism if It is 
to prosper 

Photograph: 
Susannah 
Binney at Apex 


In search of a bigger splash 


T he trademark white hills of 
centra] Cornwall, formed 
from the spoil of china clay 
workings, are being greened. 
Nowadays you can, just 
about, drive on dual-carriageway roads 
all the way to Land's End. The 
Camborne School of Mines, alma 
mater to generations of tin miners, has 
been rebadged as a campus of Exeter 
University. 

But unemployment is stubbornly 
high -Cornish GDP per head is 71 per 
cent of the UK average. You can't eat 
the stones of Tintagel; tourist jobs tend 
to be seasonal. North and west Corn- 
wall is a low-wage, low-skill economy. 
The old West Country staples - fish, 
defence and mining - no longer work. 
St Ives may have its Tate Gallery but it, 
Newquay, Redruth and St Austell also 
have the feel of depressed areas. They 
are badly enough off to qualify for both 
Whitehall and EC assistance. 

It sounds like territory ripe for 
Labour's new regionalism. SuperJohn 
Prescott is set to come haring down the 
A30 bearing new constitutions, new 
agencies and maybe even new money. 
He and junior minister Richard Cabom 
have lately been crisscrossing the coun- 
try, raising expectations, promising 
White Papers and bills. A regional 
development agency in every pot before 
Christmas and - somewhat more ten- 


tatively - a regional chamber or assem- 
bly in the new century. 

Cornwall, north Devon and Ply- 
mouth, too. could be a lot more pros- 
perous. The same could be said in 
spades about Sunderland, Workington 
and the Cumbria coast, Bootle, 
Sandwell, Barnsley... and Kingston 
upon Hull, one of whose MPs happens 
to be John Prescott. That is why 
regional economic development is back 
on the policy agenda, along with the 
growing anxiety that English regions 
may start to reseat all the political atten- 
tion being paid to the Scots and Welsh. 

New Labour thoughts, so far. seem 
to be running in the direction of the old 
formula of more government - new 
regional development agencies, budgets 
and powers as yet unspecified, plus 
“chambers" nominated by councils 
which might eventually become fully 
fledged elected assemblies. 

But more government is just what 
Cornwall does not need. Not long ago, 
a meeting was convened in Newquay for 
local players in the game of economic 
development Representatives from 70 
different organisations turned up. Most 
were from the state and quangoland: 
district councils, the county, English 
Partnerships (the land development 
body), the Rural Development Com- 
mission, the Government Office for the 
South-west (based in Bristol), training 


and enterprise councils. Business Links; 
the chambers of commerce and the vari- 
ety of bodies spawned by. the private 
sector, notably South West Enterprise, 
which is chaired by Sir John Banbam, 
the former director-genera] of the CBI, 
and an energetic Cornwall booster. 

So many voices make for cacophony. 
Thinking of investing in Cornwall? 
Where do you turn? What public 
money there is available for business 
development (a tidy sum in total) is split 
into penny packets. If a memorial were 
to be built to the follies of Thatcherism, 
this fragmentation of the public sector 
would be it. She came to powervowing 
to roll back the state. Instead she split 
it into a hundred pieces, rendering it 
ineffective without saving much money. 

f^rescott will fail unless he is pre- 


P rescot 

pared to do some drastic pruning 
in the West Countiy garden. The 
“South-west", the Standard Region as 
drawn in Whitehall's charts, stretches 
230 miles from Swindon in Wiltshire 
down to the long, bony Lizard. This. 30 
years on, is still the region created for 
the purposes of National Planning. It 
has no identity: the burghers of 
Bournemouth look to Southampton 
and London rather than Bristol, die 
region's nominal “capital"; Truro and 
Trowbridge have little in common. 

A much more realistic “region" com- 
prises the two counties of Devon and 
Cornwall, with headquarters in Ply- 
mouth. But before Mr Prescott gets 
down to redrawing the maps, he needs 
to ask just what it is these areas want 
and what, before central government 
gets into the picture, they can do for 
themselves. He needs to be convinced 
that the peripheral areas are doing all 
they can to maximise employment and 
opportunity. Do they have what John 
Banhara calls “anger and ambition"? 

Here's an anecdote from Plymouth, 
still struggling to come to terms with the 
rundown of Devonport naval dock- 
yards. This summer, the Roval Shake- 
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speare Company are in residence, quite 
a coup. But the troupe proposes to use 
a parrot and a dog live on stage. Agi- 
tation on the Labour-dominated city 
council benches. “Cruelty!" is the cxy. 
The play must not go on. 

The tale was told to me, with much 
shaking of the head, by one of the few 
bankers west of Bristol left with the kind 
of discretion to . decide on business 
loans without referring to London. 
“There’s no conception of what it takes 
to turn a city economy round." 

The anecdote is about more than the 
pettiness of local politics. It shows that 
unless eveiyone in a region or area sings 
from the same sheet - and the message 
has to be “pro-jobs, pro-business” - no 
chopping or changing of the govern- 
ment machinery is going to make a dif- 
ference. In Devon and Cornwall they 
complain about the money pumped into 
Scotland and Wales to subsidise invest- 
ment there. They envy, too, the “one- 
stop shop" for inward investors offered 
by the dedicated development agencies 
in those countries. But they miss the fact 
there is a Scottish and a Welsh politi- 
cal will to provide a home for investors. 

When global competition for foot- 
loose capita] is so fierce, you cannot 
afford to be pidty. When even the 
prosperous German region of Lower 
Saxony is willing to send its leader on 
gladhanding tours of the United States 
seeking new investment, English 
regions will have to fight hard. 

But pick up the Western Morning 
News and read the letters column. The 
antagonism towards Europe shown by 
protesting Cornish fishermen seems 
widely shared - despite all those Lib 
Dem votes. You still hear talk about 
Brands Drake and the dago. . . hardly an 
appealing location for companies to 
trade from within the European Union. 

The West Country has lots of retired 
people attracted by the mfld climate and 
cheapish housing. The grcen-wclly 
brigade is powerful too, when it comes 
to objecting to roads across moorland 


or preventing the release of agricultural 
land for factories and warehousing; 
Hie parochialism factor is high and 
growth-friendly councillors are few. 
How else to explain, for example, why 
it is impossible to get container lorries 
into the otherwise excellent deep-water 
harbour at Falmouth. (Too many 
houses were built too close in ana 
lorries cannot turn.) 

It would be naive to imply that 
regions hold their own economic des- 
tinies in their own hands. Capitalism 
tends not to like geographical periph- 
erality - though Ireland is a case 
everyone is studying hard these days. 
Decisions taken in far-off corporate 
boardrooms can hit hard locally. Ear- 
lier this year, British Airways suddenly 
.switched -flights to Plymouth from 
Heathrow to Gatwick - robbing the 
West Countiy of access to many interna- 
tional connections. It’s a major event 
when capitalists imagine space in terms 
of proximity to hub airports. 


A plausible and prosperous eco- 
nomic future can be imagined 
for the West Countiy, beyond 
tourism. Schools are good, crime is low. 
There is already a number of thrusting 
small to medium-sized firms. Some 
dynamic players are newly on the scene, 
among them Sir Geoffrey Holland, 
vice-chancellor of Exeter University 
and ex-Whitehall permanent secretary. 
Since leaving the civil service he has 
been a whirlwind of regional initiatives. 
He wants to deepen the regional pool 
of professional skills - a precondition 
of business development. A plan to 
found a branch university in Penzance 
is well ahead. 

Big firms are few but there are high- 
tech firms in Torquay and Plymouth. 
Business movers and shakers, too, such 
as Mike Perry of pharmaceutical sup- 
pliers Stafford Miller, are full of enthu- 
siasm. Ex-Navy officer turned developer 
Charles Howeson talks colourfully 
about Devonport’s commercial future. 


Off with his head, and other sweet revenges 
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Does your motor insurance 
include FREE breakdown cover? 


Ours does. 


Zurich Municipal offers a special 
fully comprehensive motor insurance 
which includes free breakdown cover as 
standard. Our insurance includes: 

• FREE roadside assistance from Green 
Fag led. 2-t hours a day. 565 daj-s a 
year, if your car breaks down over one 
mUe from your home. 

• Recovery for you. your car and up to 
five passengers to the nearest garage If 
the fault cannot be fixed at the 
roadside. 


• Option to upgrade at substantially 
reduced prices. 

Plus 15% off our comprehensive motor 
Insurance premium for public sector 
employees. 

Don’t be satisfied -with anything else. 
Call free on 

0800 444 555 

Open: Sam - 8pm Mon to Fri, 

9am-lpm Sat. 

Please quote the reference INM2905 


Cover and premiums arv subject tv individiuit assessment mM 

MB: Thu service is not available in Northern Ireland. Channel Islands, or the Isle of tAJi 

Zurich Municipal Is a trading name of Zurich Insurance Company A limited companf' ZURICH 

incorporated in SwttrerlandL UK Head Office: Zurich Mouse, Stanhope Road, Ponsrouih 
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T he BBC really ought to 
shew more 
consideration. Of 
course. T can understand the 
attraction to the editors of 
morning radio shows of 
running news items with 
similar themes next to each 
other. It means that the 
bulletins flows little better, 
and that the presenters' links 
are easier to write. But these 
smart folk should remember 
that some listeners - those 
who use the radio to wake 
themselves up - are still 
barely conscious, drifting in 
and out of sleep. At such 
times the different stories 
leech into each other, the 
characters of one becoming 
weirdly entangled in the plot 
of the other. When this 
happens, otherwise 
respected, intelligent men 
and women can go through 
the whole of the waking day 
insisting that the Taliban have 
just torn through east Texas, 
killing 15 in a trailer park 
So yesterday, before I had 
properly awoken, I was 
convinced that something 
very odd was happening both 
in Washington DC and 
Jeddah. 

The first of the two stories 
concerned Paula Jones, the 
young lady who claims that - 
in 1991 - Governor Clinton, 
unasked, showed her his 


distinctive manhood. Ms 
Jones had just won the right 
to take the President to court 
for sexual harassment 
Meanwhile there was an 
interview with the lawyer for 
Frank Gilford, the bereaved 
brother of the Australian 
nurse allegedly murdered by 
two British nurses in Saudi 
Arabia. 

The lawyer revealed that 
Gilford, as the closest 
relative, was quite keen on 
the death penalty, should the 
nurses be found guilty- Since 
Islamic law (as practised by 
the Saudis) allowed him to 
choose the punishment, he 
was quite happy to go with 
the flow. Nice guy. Actually, 
I'm convinced that he will 
wait until after the verdict, 
and if the nurses are found 
guilty, he will then take the . 
blood money instead. But I’m 
an optimist. 

Anyway, somehow Paula 
Jones and Frank Gilford got 
mixed up in mv semi- 
somnolent synapses. The 
smart lawyer was now 
speaking on behalf of the 
unwilling willy-watcher. 
Should Clinton be found 
guilty of whipping down his 
boxers uninvited, and 
suggesting the kind of 
treatment that decent people 
reserve for their lunches, 
then Ms Jones would have 



David 

Aaronovitch 

the right - as the aggrieved 
party - either to accept blood 
money, or to insist on the 
relevant amputation in front 
of the Capitol building. I 
then awoke, absolutely 
convinced that Paula Jones 
(or maybe Frank Gilford) 
held the future of Bill 
Clinton's cod firmly in her 
hands. One word from her, 
and a bloke with a floppy 
head-dress and nasty grin 
would spend next weekend 
sharpening his scimitar. 

I must admit that I thought 
this over-harsh. Most women 
over 20 can, I suspect, 
recount an occasion when a 
lodger has been revealed to 
them inappropriately, though 
not with evil intent As long 


as it is put away again as soon 
as the mistake is discovered, 
many will be inclined lo 
forget about iL 

What sLuck in my mind 
was the principle of the thing; 
the innate superiority of the 
Saudi system. Imagine a 
situation where - instead of 
there being the present 
cumbersome system of fines, 
community service, cautions 
and probation for offenders - 
all crimes were punishable 

cither by blood money, or by 
retaliation in kind, to be 
exacted by the victims 
ihem selves. 

Those unfortunate readers 
who are already familiar with 
my own domestic obsessions 
wOl realise what is coming. 

My current bate list is 
made up of three types of 
people: dop-owners who 
permit their animals to “foul 
the public footpath" 

(actually, “permit" is a very 
poor word for those 
crepuscular pooch-lovers who 
take their animals out at 
twilight or dawn with the 
express purpose of fouling 
the footpath); Jitterbugs who 
dump their badly sealed 
rubbish bags just where the 
foxes and rats can get at 
them, or who think that the 
mere existence of a bin in 
someone else’s front Harden 
* invitation to stuff their 


unfinished McDonald's 
inside: and - finally - cyclists 
who ride on the pavement, or 
«in paths in parks that 
expressly bear the legend “no 
cycling". 

In the case of the dog- 
owners, I would demand the 
right to dip the shoes of the 
miscreants in faecal matter of 
my own choosing. Either that 
or their dogs would be 
beheaded in a televised 
ceremony live from 
Battersea. 

With litterbugs, their 
victims (which might consist 
of entire neighbourhoods) 
would be given cam blanche 
lo place whatever 
malodorous rubbish they 
could find, anywhere in the 
premises or on the person of 
the offender. Pavement . 
cyclists would be made to 
stand in the middle of a 
fairground dodgems rink on 
Bank Holiday Monday, while 
old-age pensioners collide 
around them at speed. 

This inspiration may have 
occurred to me in a peculiar 
way, but I sense that the 
present Home Secretary may 
not be entirety unsympathetic 
lo it- Actually I heard him on 
the radio the other morning, 
talking about his starring role 
m the new Spielberg movie. 

Miles Kington is on holiday 
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Landowner Michael Galsworthy, friend 
of the Duke of Cornwall (Prince 
Charles) publishes a list of firms doing 
good business. “There are John Hall 
types to come out of woodwork." he 
says, referring to the North East's Mr • 
Big. But Newlyn is the second most ‘ 
important seaport in England, yet Com- ; 
wall does veiy little seafood processing. 
(Lack of sites for plant and inadequate 1 
roads are among the reasons.) 

So. if some ingredients are there, : 
what can Prescott bring? One is admin- ; 
istrative reorganisation, “a lot of 
squashing" is how Michael Galsworthy 
puts it. This will be bloody. It will mean 
getting councils out of economic devel- 
opment, rewriting their land-use plans, 
abolishing English Partnerships, and 
dismembering the Rural Development 
Commission. In their place would be 
established a one-stop shop: a power- 
ful regional development agency with 
a budget of at least £100 million. If it 
did not actually plan - economic plan- 
ning is seriously out of fashion - it would 
have to “envision" - decide what kind 
of skills training should be provided for, 
and how the West Countiy should be 
marketed. 

A regional agency would have to 
lobby Railtrack and the Department of 
Transport over infrastructure. Sir John 
Banham envisages it marshalling the 
regional contribution to weifare-to- 
work schemes and the provision of jobs 
for unemployed young people - pro- 
vided (he adds) the receipts from the 
well-off regional utilities such as water 
and power are recycled in the region. 
But could such a powerful agency exist 
without democratic supervision, 
especially in the West Countiy where 
Liberal Democrat pieties about partic- 
ipation are strong? One thing is certain. 
In the South-west, the advent of 
regional councillors or assembly people 
would be the death of any serious 
effort to pick up an underperforming 
economy and population and kick-start 
them on the growth path. 
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A good time for 
Clinton to get 
away from it all 
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jn Britain, where Presi- 
H ~ # Bill CUnta?, 


European 

ranS™ri^ enCan P^Kc is 
concerned he might as well 

have stayed at home! Eromthe 

moment Mr Clinton leamf 

*°nly. before he met Borfe 

had lost 

a PP e i agamst a lawsuit 
brought by a certain Paula 

5?^ ^ t "*Vr 311(1 domes- 

might have 
accrued from it - was effectively 
at an end. 

all-powerful 
ua television network, the all- 
pervasive American talk shows, 
not to speak of downtown bars, 
were buzzing with only one 
question: would Ms Jones’s 
' oine to court before 
Mr Clinton left office in the 
year 2001, and if it did, could he 
MJivive. Mr Clinton is accused 
by Ms Jones of sexual harass- 
ment when he was governor of 
Arkansas and she was a junior 
state employee. And if her 
highly graphic allegations are 
true, the charge of sexual 
harassment seems lenient. 

Ms Jones's claims are far 
from proven. They have not 
even oeen fuliy investigated 
(by the courts, that is. though 
journalists have bad a good 
go). The judgment Lhat went 
against Mr Clinton this week simply allows the 
case to proceed However, the fact that he went 
as far as the Supreme Court to argue that it 
should not, at least so long as he was President, 
showed how seriously he took iL 

That Mr Clinton should arrive m London 
burdened by allegations of the sort that have 
driven not a few British politicians from office 
is a small irony and could cast a shadow over 
a visit that honours Tony Blair. But the coinci- 
dence also highlights the differences between 
two men who are often compared. 

Both of the post-war generation, both mar- 
ried to high-flying lawyer wives, both of a left- 
ish disposition, both prepared to embrace 
policies more commonly associated with the 
right, if only to win office.’Mr Blair and Mr Clin- 
ton have much in common. They even share 
some advisers. 

•On the matter of women and sex, or - in 
more guarded parlance - family values, how- 
ever, there is a difference. Mr Blair campaigned 
as a happily married man with three children 
who warned his ministers and MPs-to-be about 
the political risks of dalliance. Mr Clinton was 
elected President despite exposes about his pri- 
vate life which included at least one undenied 
case of adultery and the suspicion - never 
doused -of more. 

Yet neither man's reputation seems to have 
had the effect on voters, especially female vot- 
ers. lhat might have been predicted. Women 
voters had a generally Jess favourable view of 
Mr Blair than men did, while with Mr Clinton 
the so-called gender gap was reversed. Polls on 
Mr Blair suggested that women found him a 
bit too good to be true; their use of the adjec- 
tive “smarmy" suggested mistrust. With 
Mr Clinton- though, whose evasive answers 
about his private life and much-reported indis- 
cretions seemed to offer ample cause for mis- 
trust, there was no woraen-voter problem at all, 
on the contrary. One simplistic reason may be 
the same reason why Mr Clinton enjoys such 
apparent success with women in general: his 
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Americans 
have one big 
question for 
their 

President 
And it is not 
about 

today’s visit 
to Britain 


almost small-boyish manner, 
and his perceived sincerity. 
Whatever his sins, Mr Clin- 
ton gives the impression of 
knowing what would have been 
right Whether for reasons of 
political expediency - as some 
would say - or not, he and his 
wife have stayed together and 
brought up their daughter with 
a degree of commitment that 
has met every requirement of 
conservative America. 

Mr Oin ton, moreover, had 
one advantage over fallen 
British politicians and those of 

his compatriots who fell foul of 

the gossip columns. He never 
claimed to embody family val- 
ues, be only aspired to try. 

But something else sets the 
two leaders apart Mr Blair has 
a degree of personal confidence 
that comes from power. But 
Mr CUnton has a natural aura of 
authority, a personal magnet- 
ism, that seems to compensate 
for many failings. Insiders may 
complain of his indedsiv&ness 
and openness to lobbying, but 
this is not a face the public sees. 

They sense his power, they 
respond to his genius for find- 
ing the right word and the right 
register for any occasion and 
any individual - from state 
leader to homeless flood victim. 
They admire his mastery of 
complex subjects, from arms 
control to social security, that 
compares with the legendary 
ability of Margaret Thatcher to 
marshal an argument 

Aft this is why, despite the threa t of a messy 
and damaging lawsuit brought by one of those 
rare women who did not succumb to his 
charms. Mr Clinton might just escape - not 
through the lenience of any judge, but by his 
own lights. Dubbed “slick Wfllie", he has 
shown a great facility for extricating himself 
from apparently hopeless situations. 

He could settle out of court - a move that 
could leave him financially crippled when he 
leaves office and seems a tacit admission of 
guilt. He could persist in his eternals, tough out 
the lawsuit and save some dignity by testify- 
ing in private: but he would have to be con- 
fident of his innocence. Perhaps, though, he 
could take the brazen approach, go on tele- 
vision to admit Ms Jones’s charges, insist that 
bis pro-presidential private life has no effect 
on his ability to fulfil' his duties and assert that 
- unlike certain other presidents in similar sit- 
uations - he has neither forced his accuser's 
silence nor bought her off. His combination 
of power and charm, sincerity and contrition 
could win the day. 

Certainly, Ms Jones's damages would be 
greatly reduced from die $700,000 she is now 
claiming for loss of reputation. Mr Clinton 
already has a quorum of women on his side who 
ask why it took Ms Jones more than two years 
to mount her accusations. 

The President’s only difficulty would be his 
earlier insistence that he had never knowingly 
met Ms Jones. Lying, as we have recently learnt 
from the US military, is considered a more 
heinous crime than adultery, and a cover-up, 
as Richard Nixon learnt to his cost, is consid- 
ered worse than the crime. 

When Tbny Blair plays host to Clinton in 
London today he win doubtless take comfort 
from his own dean bill of moral health. But 
however grave Mr Qinton's political difficul- 
ties, the US President is trot to be underesti- 
mated. As a practitioner of the political arts, 
he still takes a lot of beating. 


■ *VE BEEN spending the week enfamiiie 
in a cottage in the Brecon Beacons, 
nestled snue as dormice in the bowl of 
the Olchon Vhlley. The children clamber 
. up a succession of tiny waterfalls and sit 
;e boughs in silent contemplation oftoc 
v landscape, as if planning to write The 
ie at some later date. A huge hatve sty 
l accompanies your homeward trek from 
rea's tiny pubs, and at night tbePlough 
i directiv above the cottage roof as rf it has 
>nfv decided to descend a few million 
'to startle the humanoids faring 

lanes, 
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d^-iLred to yy-Jbe **™*™>° 

irKblvsenial and altruistic, leaving both 

smfles.asifro^^were 
ihine unknown beyond, say, Hereford It 


We arrived at the top, 
broken^wmded by drink 
and fags, crippled by 
crap footwear, and 
knackered by the 45- 
degree gradient 
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Thnhflriand boots and Hammer 
rucksacks, their Bang & Ohxfsen 
compasses, their Heckler & Koch 
binoculars, their crampons and iran-ratioD 
packs and Ordinance Survey maps and 
copes of No Through Road ...They looked 
at our little party - the ill-advised Versace 
jackets, the £80 Panl Smith strides flecked 
with mod, the inappropriate gnmboots. The 
baby’s squalls rose a notch m volume. The 
<fog decided ft was time for a nsHknoramg 
dump on a slate outcrop. “Smile everyone!” 
said my friend with the camera. We posed, a 
ghastly crew of townies, triuropbam a haring 
got to the sorting point of a trek. Behind us the 
teal waflaas were backed op Sloe a funeral 
procession in the Ofchon \^Uey lanes, 
waiting for us to get out of the way. “My 

God,”breathed one of them, inthe 
immistakahfe tones ofthftBayswaier Road, 
“these bloody tourists ..." 


T THE Hay Festival, where variously 


A good home’s 
where the art is 
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1 / 1 / Good governments set 

V Y mt to provide the best 
possible standard of living for 
the most people. Money is the 
currency governments deal in, 
measurable outcomes, easily 
defined But what of the pursuit 
of happiness? We are all sup- 
posed to know, taught at our 
mother's knee, taught by reli- 
gion, taught in schools, that 
money isn’t everything. Can't 
buy me love, the Beatles sang. 

It is harder to be happy if you 
are miserably poor, but not 
impossible. The worst aspects of 
poverty are often not the lack of 
cash itself but lonely, depressed, 
isolated lives in frightening 
estates with nothing worth 
doing and no one interested in 
anything you might be able to 
do - the' life of a h uman veg- 
etable. Scattered bands of com- 
munity workers struggling to 
breathe life into godforsaken 
urban wastelands talk of 
“empowerment”. Hope awak- 
ens here and there, where 
people do somehow manage to 
create some sense of commu- 
nity for themselves, a few small 
flowers in the desert. When it 
happens it is a triumph of the 
human spirit. But it is too much 
to expect the most depressed 
and naself-coaSdent people to 
do it all by themselves without 
help and encouragement. 

Today, Use or Ornament: The 
Social impact of Participation in 
the Arts is published by 
Comedia, a group with a long 
record of arts research and 
p lanning , funded by Rowntree, 
Gulbenkian and others. They 
have assessed the best arts pro- 
jects, measuring the immea- 
surable, counting the added 
happiness and life-enhance- 
ment the arts can offer. 

In the hard-nosed Tbry era, 
the arts had to justify their exis- 
tence by proving they were 
commercial The talk was all of 
“art multipliers” and the “cul- 
ture industry". The emphasis in 
Labour’s pre-election arts man- 
ifesto, Create the Future, 
reflected this arts-as-milch-cow 
-attitude. Mark Fisher, now arts 
minister, said at its launch last 
March: “The Labour govern- 
ment will be sympathetic 
because we know die cultural 
economy is not only good for 
the cities but it affects invest- 
ment Culture creates jobs." As 
one writer caustically pointed 
out if the arts are only good for 
investment, employment and 
tax yields, then you might get a 
better return putting your 
mono' into the arms industry. 

Community arts got a bad 
name in the late Seventies and 
early Eighties. The phrase 
evokes images of hideous GLC- 
funded murals with political 
messages corruptly commis- 
sioned by friends of those on 
arts committees without asking 
communities what they wanted. 
Brixton still suffers a vast and 
dreadful example of a skeleton 
wicked Uncle Sam astride a 


by Polly Toynbee 



New bricks and mortar have foiled time and 
again to make life better for the poor. Local 
arts projects can make the difference 


nuclear-bombed-out world 
from the days when Lambeth 
was a nuclear-free zone. Often 
the budgets were hijacked by 
disabled black lesbian writers' 
co-operatives and their ilk who 
alienated the communities they 
were funded to serve. 

Community arts have always 
had a raw deal. Planners regard 
them as an afterthought, the 
cherry on the cake, a few win- 
dow-boxes to gild their housing 
schemes. They fight off the idea 
that a significant part of their 
regeneration budgets might go 
to anything so frivolous and 
expendable. At the other 
extreme, the “real” artists fight 
off any depredations on their 
budgets for a lot of amateurish 
dabbling which is plainly soda! 
work and therapy, not “real" art 
at all This report appeals to 
both sides to tilt their attention 
towards both the artistic and 
social value of good community 
arts. The arts establishment has 
to learn to value participation, 
genuinely, as the community 
needs its skills, and offers in 


exchange the chance to cultivate 
a new audience. Planners need 
to ask themselves exactly what 
is to be renewed if not the 
people themselves? 

The report bristles with 
examples - some large, some 
small but telling, such as the 
resident artist on a desolate 
estate who gets everyone to 
design their own ceramic num- 
ber plate, leading to much 
wider participation. Hvo part- 
time artists in a down-and-outs* 
hostel transformed foe place 
and for the first time made the 
residents feel valued and use- 
ful so there was no vandalism 
of foe new elegance they had 
helped create for themselves. 
One crime-ridden estate 
decided they wanted to be 
known for something other 
than crime, so through arts, 
drama and local history projects 
they are transforming not only 
the reputation but the reality of 
the place. 

Surveying all those who have 
taken part in arts projects, 
people talk of how their lives 


have been changed. Eighty-four 
per cent feel more confident 
about what they can do, 80 per 
cent have learnt new skills, 91 
percent have made new friends, 
86 per cent want to do more 
projects, 63 per cent have gone 
on to help in other local activi- 
ties and 73 per cent say they are 
happier since being involved. 

These are the personal 
impacts, but foe report mea- 
sures foe effect on crime and 
fear of crime, on improving 
relations between foe young 
and old and on reclaiming foe 
unemployable. 

The chief executive of Mak- 
ing Belfast Work, foe govern- 
ment urban regeneration 
scheme, told a conference 
recently that if he was starting 


all over again now, he would 
begin with culture: it had 
proved to be the key trans- 
forming process in all' that he 
had done. He gave an example 
of a play from a Shankill drama 
group about Protestant Irish- 
men who died on the Somme, 
which was so strongly acclaimed 
that the Catholic Balls Road arts 
centre invited them to perform 
it there, some thin g unthinkable 
until then. He said, “Too often 
urban regeneration focuses on 
the power and resources; cul- 
tural development is essentially 
about the why." 

We have learnt little since foe 
errors of the Sixties: new bricks 
and mortar have failed time and 
again to make life significantly 
better for foe poor. As foe 
Joseph Rowntxee Foundation 
recently reported, h is the qual- 
ity of community life that makes 
or breaks an area as much as the 
buildings. 

This report shows how arts 
projects draw in people who 
never otherwise get involved. 
Anyone who has sat through 
interminable tenants’ associa- 
tion meetings about lampposts 
and council agendas knows 
exactly why so few people take 
to community action: those who 
do are often the sort of busy- 
bodies who alienate others. 

But arts schemes open new 
doors and windows. The disaf- 
fected young who would never 
go near youth clubs are easily 
enticed with music, art ana 
drama. Art is exciting. it is sta- 
tus, it is inclusive, it is not do- 
goodeiy by others, nor does it 
proceed through quarrelsome 
committees. It has the power to 
transform anyone anywhere. 

This is about what arts can do 
for society instead of the arts 
holding out a begging bowl for 
more funding. At a tune when 
at long last we have a govern- 
ment thinking deeply about 
unemployment, crime and 
social alienation, here is 
research about something that 
works and costs relatively little. 

There will always be large 
numbers of people who cannot 
work for one reason or another 
- because of where they live, 
their physical state or their age 
No one is likely to offer them 
more money ... but they could 
be offered a better chance of 
happiness none the less. 

There is no reason for dunking 

That . if you give a chance for 
people to think or live. 

The arts of thought or life will 
suffer and become rougher. 

And not return more than you 
could ever gh’ e, 

(Louis MacNeice) 
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, Beethoven Quartos, foe Welsh 
Gospel, Cyril Connolly, the architecture of 
mofeculesanrilhedfoestabtishroent of foe 


Church of England) have been ladled down the 
throats of bookish punters all week, 
the most amusing exchange came 
during a session with WflJ Self 
Sen was there to chat about 
Gran Apes, Ins new novel which 
pulls a lot of satirical strokes by re- 
%? imagining foe h irtnan world as 

populated by chimpanzees all 
sxcept for one man. 

He was on excellent 
form. Clad in skinny 
denims, he loped on stage 
with a handful of 
Heineken cans and 
smoked languidly 
throughout his 
interrogation by one 
Elizabeth Young, who 
had stepped in at foe 
last moment to replace 
Suzanne Moore. 

An unusual 
interviewer, foe 
ent e rpri s ing Ms Young 
didn’t so much ask him 
questions about his 
oeuvre as advance her own 
views on the history of satire 
and pursue what seemed a 
private agenda of psyebo- 
sexnal dreams. Revealing that 
she had once entertained 
notions of becoming a black 
panther, she confided chat 
she felt “a certain empathy” 
with Selfs fictional 
descriptions of inter-species 

mating. 

She especially liked the 
prospect of an encounter 
with an alpha-male primate. 
Did Self snare her view? 

God no, he said, apes are five 
times stronger and more 
aggressive than humans. 
They’d tear you apart What 
a hortiNe idea. 

“How interesting, WM," she purred, “that 
your worst nightmare should be my most 
intense fantasy.-.” 

An unspoken invitation seemed to hang in 
the air. “uh all right," said Self coolly. “Bui 
shouldn’t we have dinner first?" 



I N THE last few days I have met, for purely 
professional reasons, two American 
legends - a Hollywood one and a Tin Pan 
Alley one - and theyrve both been big 
surprises. Tony Bennett, the hawk-nosed 
crooner, explained to me foe mysteries of 
Oriental perspectives m realist painting (for 
which I was obviously very grateful) and Jerry 
Lewis misquoted T S Eliot's Four Quartets at 
me (“It's all about simplicity, John - a 
condition that costs nothing and everything 
...”) for which 1 was even more grateful It 
means, I'm afraid, that I will now spend months 
dragging Zen aesthetics and Modernist poetry 
into every conversation, just for the chance it 
gives me to say, “Tbny Bennett explained it to 
me once. Apparently, in Shinto culture ..." 

I've never been a trig name-dropper. No 
really. I can't stand that kind of affectation. I 
abhor factitious familiarity. Matey allusions to 
famous friends cut no ice with me, as I was 
pointing out to Prince Rainier and Bob Dylan 
only foe other day. I am, however, a 
connoisseur of other people's name-drops. I 
have nothing but admiration for a lady friend 
who occasionally murmurs the -words, "When I 
was going out with Warren Beatty ... "and thus 
dr aw s every female face towards hers in mute 
inquiry. (“And how exactly ... ?”). And she did 
too, for about 48 hours, 20 years ago. 1 love foe 
way a famous male chum in movie drdes does 
an elaborate Reverse Name drop, as if to de- 
glamorise the encounters be reports. “Yeh, I 
had lunch on Sunday with this actor. Have you 
heard of him? You know who I mean by Tom 
Cruise?" But my favourite moment of 
mishandled nomenclature was some years ago 
in Ireland. I was standing with a girlfriend at 
her family home in DoijegaL Every mealtime, 
her brother - a glamorous entrepreneur just 
home from Chicago or Sydney or Moscow - 
would regale the company with stories of what 
he said to Jagger or how he danced with 
Makarova or had a guitar made for him by 
Paco Pena. I watched in fascination as the 
father of the house smiled at his offspring's 
giddy familiarity with celebrities, and I thought 
my God, the da man's going to trump his son's 
ace any second now. Finally he did. “That 
reminds me of foe time I was lecturing in 
Genoa," said the father. “I was having a drink 
with Cardinal Montini - that's the present 
Pontiff, by the way- and he said to me. 

‘Jack " 
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Arnault row may jeopardise Guinness deal 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 


j The proposed £Mbn merger be- 
tween Guinness and Grand 


Metropolitan was dealt a po- 
tentially fatal blow yesterday 
when a simmering dispute be- 
tween Guinness and the key 
shareholder, the luxury goods 
group Moet Hennessy Louis 
Vuitton, broke into the open. 

Bernard Arnault, the LVMH 
chairman, who was the only 
member of the Guinness board 
to vote against the merger, said 
the deal would constitute a 


change of ownership of 
Guinness and therefore trigger 
clauses in the joint venture 
arrangements signed between 
the two companies three years 
ago. 

Under those agreements, 
LVMH has the option to pur- 
chase, at net asset value, Guin- 
ness's interest in ail their 
existing joint ventures if there 
is a change of control. LVMH 
also says it would have the 
right to repurchase the 34 per 
cent stake in Moel Hennessy 
from Guinness at a discounted 
price. The LVMH statement 


said it would exercise its rights 
If the deal goes .ahead. 

If the attempt succeeded, 
LVMH would operate the joint 
ventures independently and 
have die rigjhi to market and dis- 
tribute Guinness brands in key 
markets such as GHttm, France, 
Hong Kong. Singapore and the 
US for the least 10 years. 

Guinness dismissed the 
claims saying: “We are com- 
pletely confictent that there is no 
basis for this assertion.” The 
company said it had bad five 
teams of lawyers working on the 
deal and would not have 


pressed ahead with the merger 
plans if it had not been confi- 
dent that it would withstand le- 
gal challenge. However, it is 
2ly that the claims will seri- 


ously delay the merger which 
jwbe: 


could now be subject to lengthy 
litigation in French courts. 

While some analysts de- 
scribed Mr Arnault’s action as 
little more than “spoiling tac- 
tics’ 1 , others said it could place 
the Guinness-Grand Met merg- 
er in serious jeopardy. “I think 
itwill delay and disrupt the deal 
with lengthy legal proceedings 
in prospect said Charles Win- 


ston, drinks analyst at HSBC 
James Capel. “The chances of 
it going ahead in its current form 
are now much reduced.” An- 
other said- “Guinness will have 
to consider the cost of giving up 
control of its brands that are dis- 
tributed in some of the world's 
key drinks markets. It would se- 
riously dent its income stream." 

Analysts were speculating 
that Guinness might pay 
LVMH to agree to not exercise 
its rights, with some mention- 
ing a figure of £lbn. 

However, John Beaumont 
of Merrill Lynch said Mr 


Arnault’s broadside did^ not 
represent a “deal-breaker” . He 
said the challenge was unlike- 


ly to stand up in court as the 
in the 


clauses in the joint venture 
were included to act as a de- 
terrent if Guinness was the 
subject of a hostile takeover, hot 
an agreed merger. “It is more 
likely that this is an attempt by 
Amualt to try to get Guinness 
and GrantMet back around the 
negotiating table,” he said 

Yesterday's statement from 

LVMH hinted at this saying: 
“LVMH ... does not believe that 
shareholder value will be max- 


imised by creating a condom- 
erate combining certain busi- 
nesses with no common thread. 

Mr Arnault had wanted 

Guinness to separate its beer ac- 
tivities from its spirits business 
to create a spirits giant in con- 
junction with LVMH. “This 
proposal remains open for dis- 
cussion,” the statement said. 

Shares in both Guinness and 
GrandMet fell by more than 2 
per cent on the news. Guinness 
fell 14p to 582p. while Grand 
Met dosed 15-5p lower at 581p. 

Mr Arnault will chair the an- 
nual LVMH shareholders' meet- 


ing in Paris tomorrow. His rela- 
tionship with Guinness has 
soured m the pastyear following 
his outspoken remarks on trad- 
ingand share price performance. 

Some analysts said he was try- 
ing to ensure that if the m erge r 
did receive regulatory approval 
ihereat least there would be sig- 
Liificaut benefits for tVMUL 
“He does not - appear to be 

against consolidation ... just. the 

way in which Guinness and 
GrandMet have struck tins 
particular deal.” said Nick Wfl- 
Iiamson at Credit lyonnais Laing 
Comment, page 23 


Chancellor 
selects Bank 
committee 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


The Chancellor has made three 
out of the four outside ap- 
pointments to the Bank of Eng- 
land's new Monetary Policy 
Committee, subject to last- 
minute hitches. 

All three are highly-respect- 
ed academics, and will do much 
to reassure doubters in the fi- 
nancial markets who feared 
Gordon Brown would make po- 
hticaliy-ojoiivaieti appointments. 
The Government is still looking 
for a business person for the 
fourth slot but is having trouble 
finding somebody whose other 
activities would not conflict with 
giving advice on interest rates. 

The three chosen so far are 
David Currie, a working Labour 
peer and Professor of Econom- 
ics at the London Business 
School, John Flemming, an 
economist who is Warden of 
Wadham College, Oxford, and 
Charles Goodhart, a Professor 
of Finance at the London School 
of Economics. All are acknowl- 
edged monetary policy experts, 


who would proveyety acceptable 
to the Bank < * 


of England itkrlf. 
The appointments could still 
fall at the last hurdle because it 
has proved harder than expect- 


ed to make sure the members of 
the committee would face no 
conflict of interest with their oth- 
er work. Like many well-known 
academic economists, the three 
men undertake some private 
consultancy work. 

The potential conflict of in- 
terest with private sector work is 
the reason the fourth post, whom 
the Chancellor want to be a 
business person, has also turned 
out to be difficult to fill. Candi- 
dates who were intitiaUy on the 
list such as Sir Christopher Hogg 
have had to be ruled out Nor has 
the Chancellor been able to find 
a suitable female candidate for 
the committee. 

The Treasury said yesterday 
that a formal announcement of 
the committee's membership 
would be made “shorthf . 

The first meeting of the Mon- 
etary Policy Committee vriD be 
held on 5-6 June, with an im- 
mediate announcement of its de- 
cision on interest rates on 6 June. 
The Government intends to 
have the four committee ap- 
pointments at least announced 
in time. 

The four outside posts would . 
be expected to cany a salary 
equivalent to full-time pay of 
around £125,000, although they 
will probably not be fuil-time 



Ofgas 
approves 
Centrica 
price cuts 



Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


David Currie, 50, Professor of Economics at 
London Business School and worttingp Labour, 
peer. He worked as an economist in the City before . 
becoming an academic. A member of the first 1 

Treasury panel of ‘wise men’ in 1993 while headofc 

thn 1 FLS’s centre fnr Rcnrmmir. tnrarasfinn A 


• John Remmmg, 5$, Warden of Wadham 
College, Oxford. Chief economist at the 
European Bankfor.Reconstruction and < 
Development 1991 -93. Worked at the Bank of 
Engtantflor: mosLof the 1980s, as economic 

artuicpi'tn&fi* Pnwpmnr from i QRA-t QRfl 


Charles Goodhart, 60, Professor of Banking and 
Finance at the London School of Economics. Now m - 
semi-retrremerrtfromtheLSE.hefsoneofthe V* 
country’s foremost experts on monetary policy. Author, 
of ‘Goodharfs Law', which states that as soon as . . 

nnlir.v-makfirs start tn tamet a maasiire. likn the mrinav . 


jobs. They cany a three-year 
term. 

The other members of the 
Bank’s Monetary Policy Gora- 
minee-. are internal: Eddie 
George, Governor of the Bank 
of ‘England,’ Mervyn" King, the 
Bank's chief economist, and Ian 
Plenderleith, an executive di- 


rector. 'Evo deputy governors will 
also belong to it; but the current 


deputy, Howard Davies, is to ' 
move to bead the replacement 
for the Securities; and Invest- 
ments Board, while the second 
can not be filled until it is 
irmally brought into being in 
the new Bank of England Act 


The Bank's latest Inflation 
Report, published two weeks 
ago, indicated that the internal 
members of the Committee 
wul be inclined to raise interest 
rates again before tong. The Re- 

C concluded that, despite a 
triable short-term inflation 
outlook, “inflation is more like- 


ly than not to be above the tar- 
get two years or so ahead". 

There might, however, be 
grounds for delaying the next 
move until after the Budget and 
the Chancellor’s Mansion 
House speech Not only might 
Mr Brown alter the stance of 
fisca 1 policy, he will also restate 


the inflation target. This will be 
“at least as lough" as the cur- 
rent 2.5 per cent or less, aides 
promise, but might take a dif- 
ferent form. 

The date for the Budget will 


3g< 

be announced officially on 


Monday, with 2 July now look- 


ing the likeliest date. 


Woolwich windfall up to £1,600 


Tom Stevenson 

Financial Editor 


Woofwich members are in tine 
to receive share windfalls with 
an average value of £1,600 
when the building society floats 
in July, a much bigger handout 
than they had previously ex- 
pected. Estimates of the value 
of the next share bonanza 
emerged as Woolwich started 
writing to its 2.5 million mem- 
bers yesterday with details of 
their allocations. 

Analysts said yesterday the re- 
cent rise in the value of bank 
shares meant the average allo- 
cation of 65S shares per mem- 
ber would be worth more than 


£1.600 at a probable flotation 
price of 250p. The minimum al- 
location of 450 shares would be 
worth £1,125 at that price. 

In January, Woolwich said it 
expected a range of 175p to 200p, 
putting a price tag of just over 
£3bn on the society. The latest 
calculations mean Woolwich 
will be worth more thao £4bn 
when it joins the stock market. 

Issuing its listing particulars, 
Woolwich said it expected to 
make pre-tax profits of £210m 
in the six months to June, be- 
fore a £26ra charge to cover the 
cost of its stock market flotation. 
AdmiUmg 10 being overcapi- 
talised, the society also hinted 
at a share buyback, promising 


to “consider ways to return 
capital to shareholders". 

As with the Alliance & Leices- 
ter and Halifax flotations, mem- 
bers who do not want to hold on 
to their shares wflJ be able to sell 
them through a series of four 
auctions to institutions. Unlike 
the other floats, however, the 
auctions will not take place un- 
til after first dealings on 7 July 
in order to maximise the price 
raised for members. 

Commenting on its short- 
term trading outlook, Woolwich 
was upbeat about prospects for 
future growth in its lending, in- 
vesting and insurance busi- 
nesses. It was also optimistic 
about the outlook for the UK 


housing market predicting 
house prices would grow by 6 
per cent in 1997. 

The latest information from 
Woolwich coincided with yet an- 
other increase in the price at 
which Halifax shares are ex- 
pected to dose on the first day 
of dealings next Monday. 
Clients of the spread betting 
specialist IG Index, were yes- 
terday placing bets that im- 
plied a price for the shares of 
between 740p and 750p. 

Halifax’s original estimate 
was that its shares would start 
trading at between 395p and 
450p. At the latest forecast, 
members stand to pocket an av- 
erage windfall of almost £1500. 


Sir John Egan claims hotel prices 
threaten London’s tourist trade 


Rachael Jolley 


Inflation-busting price increas- 
es over the last three years by 
hoteliers in the capital could re- 
sult in the toss of business to oth- 
er European cities, warns Sir 
John Egan, chairman of Lhe 
London Tourist Board. 

In a private letter sent to 
hoteliers in London, Sir John 
wrote: “I simply ask you, when 
setting prices, to recognise the 
danger that London faces of 
once again treating the per- 
ception of being expensive. 

“I fully appreciate you have 
many needs lo satisfy, including 


those of shareholders and em- 
ployees, but the recent oversaii 
out starting success of London 
appears to be in jeopardy." 

London hotel prices’ have 
continued to rise this year with 
supply still outstripping de- 
mand. A recently published 


survey by Arthur Andersen 
' cha 


showed that the average Lon- 
don room rate was £91.24 in 
1996 up from £80.49p in 1995 
- a rise of 13.4 per cent. 

The London TourisL Board 
calims that hotel room rates in 
the capital have soared by 31 per 
cent over the three years to the 
end of 1 996, considerably above 


inflation of 9 per cent. Sir John 
also warned that, the continued 
appreciation of sterling meant 
that anticiapted room rates for 
this year in mark and franc 
terms would be 70 per cent 
above 1993 prices. 

Research by the London 
Tourist Board found that tour 
operators were reporting Urn- 
don had dropped from being 
the most popular European 
city destination to the number 
three slot because of higher 
prices. London was rated as the 
second most expensive city in 
Europe for hotels, after Rome 
in the survey. 


Sue Sljpraan. GCC director. 


disagreed with the conclusions. 
“We recognise that OfgaS had 
a very hard decisioa to make. 
We do not share Ofgas’s view 
that competition has been well 
enough established." 

The long-awaited Ofgas de- 
cision said the ruling could not 
be taken as a precedent for the 
other competitive areas in the 
South-east and Avon and 
Dorset, where 240,000 cus- 
tomers have switched to new 


suppliers. Ms Spottiswoode has ■ 


also called for changes to B ritish 
Gas’s operating license to give 
three months' notice of any fu- 
ture changes. 

British Gas Trading, the sup- 
ply operation, said it was 
pleased wiih the announce- 
ment, but said the proposed new 
conditions were “up for dis- 
cussion". It was too early to say 
whether ValuePfus would be of- 
fered elsewhere. 

Neil Lambert, joint general 
manager of Calortex. one of the 
largest independent suppliers, 
called the ruling a “cop out". He 
said: “She had the tools to do 
something effective and she 
hasn’t done so." 


Beijing Enterprises 1,276 times oversubscribed 


Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong 


Today's flotation of Beijing En- 


terprises looks certain to join the 
Itnei 


South Sea Bubble and the crazy 
market in 17th Century Dutch 
tulip bulbs in the record books 
of stock market manias. The 
Hong Kong- listed investment 
company makes its debut this 
morning after an issue of 150 
million shares to raise just 

£ 148.5m attracted applications 
worth a massive £18.9bn. 

The rush to apply for shares 


was so frenzied, market sources 
said, that it threatened the vety 
stability of the colony’s banking 
system. Trading in Beijing En- 
terprises is expected to be so 
frantic that the Hong Kong 
Stock Exchange is making 
arrangements to prevent the 
computerised trading system 
from crashing. 

The Chinese-controlled in- 
vestment company is coming to 
market with a record 1,276 

times oversubscription rale. 
That means the vast majority of 
prospective investors will collect 


their refund cheques today 
from the Museum of Chinese 
Historical Relics; a venue ap- 
parently chosen without any 
sense of irony. 

Most analysts predict the 
shares will soar three times 
above their issue price, al- 
though few believe they will be 
able to sustain such an extra- 
ordinarily high rating, which 
would represent something ap- 
proaching 60 times the com- 
pany's earnings. 

The massive withdrawals 
from bank accounts to fund the 


share applications caused tem- 
porary liquidity problems as 
overnight rates soared to 26 per 
Cent. It is quite possible that Bei- 
jing Enterprises will make al- 
most as much from the listing 
process as it will from the mod- 
est HK$ 1,872m (£148.5m) 
raised from the sale of the 
shares. However the company 
announced it was making the 
unprecedented concession of 
not cashing cheques for unsuc- 
cessful applications of fewer 
than 8,000 shares. 

The avalanche of applica- 


tions for Beijing Enterprises is 
a reflection of the current fad 
for newly issued red-chip coun- 
ters. Red chips are companies 
controlled by Chinese mainland 
corporations or conducting the 
bulk of their business in China. 
Investors are buying political in- 
fluence. Beijing Enterprises, 
for example, has been flaunting 
its connections with the local 
government in the Chinese cap- 
ital and suggesting it has the po- 
litical clout to broker deals 
which others cannot match. 
Similar claims were made by 


Gitic Enterprises, whoso share 
issue was oversubscribed by 892 
times. Also a holding company, 
it is closely tied to government 
entities in Southern China. 

An editorial in the Hongkong 
Standard newspaper described 
the scramble for Beijing En- 
terprises shares as an indication 
that China understood Hong 
Kong people far better than the 
British ever did. It said the new 
sovereign power was busy post- 
ing a huge dollar sign, under- 
stood by all and signifying few 
doubts ahoul the future. 
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Chief strikes deal 
to buy Wakebourne 


Chris Godsmark 


The chief executive of Wake- 
bourne, the computer services 
group which announced its col- 
lapse on Tuesday, is understood 
to have struck a deal to buy the 
company off the administrative 
receivers. 

The move, for an undisclosed 
sum. comes just two weeks 
after Frank Emerson was be- 
lieved to have offered to take 
Wakebourne private for Ip a 
share. The shares were sus- 
pended on 12 May after Wike- 
boume revealed it was in 
advanced discussions which 
could lead to an offer at “sub- 
stantially below ’ the share price 
of lCl.Sp, valuing the group at 
that stage at £2.4m. 

It was unclear why Mr Emer- 
son. who has been with Wake- 
bourne since the outset in 1984, 
decided not to proceed with the 
previous offer. Sources close to 
the company said yesterday 
Bank of Scotland had by then 
started io bounce its cheques. 

Wakebourne had debts of 
almost £10m when it called in 
lhe receivers, of which about 
£>m was owed to creditor com- 
panies who arc now unlikely to 
receive any cash. The Bank of 
Scotland was owed about £42m 
at the time of the collapse. 

Last night neither Wake- 
bourne nor the receivers would 


comment on the deal or on spe- f 
culation it involved job losses 
among the 300 employees. 

Some 6.500 small share- 
holders have seen their invest- 
ments wiped out in the collapse. 
Many bought Wakebourne 
shares after a national newspaper 
made the company “tip of the 
year" in 1993. The shares had 
peaked at 320p four years ago. 

Tony Scuti, from the Wake- 
boume Shareholders' Action 
Group, said: “The receiver has 
accepted an offer which was ap- 
parently on the table the dav be- 
fore the news appeared in the 
press. If the sale had gone to a 
proper tender we may have re- 
ceived more money. Now share- 
holders aren’t going to get a 
chance to voice their opinions 
on this or quiz the board." 
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Independent gas suppliers were 
last night seeking urgent talks 
with the industry's regulator, 
Clare Spottiswoode, after she 
ruled that British Gas could con- 
tinue to offer controversial se- 
lective price cuts to customers 
in the South-west of England. 

Ms Spottiswoode said the 
Value Plus package offered to 
500.000 homes in the first do- 
mestic competition trial area did 
not amount to predatory pricing, 
despite the opposition of most 
rival suppliers and the Gas'Con- . 
sumers Council (GCC). Centri-I 1 
ca, the demerged British Gas 
supply business, is offering to cut 
bills by up to 12 per cent. 

Ofgas, the watchdog, said it 
had allowed ValuePlus to con- 
tinue because competition in the 
South-west could be said to be 
established. Almost 105.000 
households have switched from 
British Gas since the trial began 
a year ago. though independent 
suppliers argued numbers mov- 
ing have dropped by half since 
VbluePlus was launched. 
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LYMH chief aims to get his pound of flesh 




‘Guinness and 
GrandMet have gone 
out of their way to 
present this deal 
as a merger of two 
equals but there are 
several measures 
by which this does 
not hold true' 


T he large spanner that Bernard Arnault 
threw in the direction of the Guinn ess- 
GrandMet merger yesterday was clearly de- 
signed to grab the attention of his own 
shareholders as much as anything as they 
gather today for the annual meeting of 
LVMH in Paris. 

That said, the capacity of this agile French- 
man to make life miserable fbr'Ibuy Green- 
er and George Bull should not be 
underestimated. He may not haw the means 
to produce a showstopper and his dream of 
a grand three-way global drinks alliance en- 
compasang Mo£t Hennessy, IDV and Unit- 
ed Distillers may be just that. But he is deariy 
intent on levering the maximum amount out 
of the deal. 

Mr Arnault may actually have a point. Zt 
may well be true that the clauses in tbejoint 
venture agreements between Guinness and 
LVMH were included to protect Guinness 
in the event of a takeover not a merger, but 
Guinness may be being economical with the 
truth. Guinness and GrandMet have gone 
out of their way to present this rfeat as a merg- 
er oF two equals but Lhere are several mea- 
sures by which this does not hold true. For 
a start GrandMet will control 53 per cent of 
the merged company if the deal goes ahead. 
And the new chief executive and bead ofspir- 
its will both come from GrandMet. 

LVMH says Lhat even if Guinness is not 
breaking the letter of the joint venture agree- 
ments it is certainty breaking their spirit- This, 
they say, will be enough to win the day in a 


French court where this issue will be decid- 
ed. Interestingly it seems that Guinness has 
not consulted any French lawyers. If Mr Ar- 
nault's challenge scuppers GMG Brands be- 
fore it has even taken to the water, there are 
gping to be some very embarrassed City 
lawyers who will be wondering if they have 
really earned their fees. 

The response of the GMG Brands camp 
to anything that threatens to interrupt the 
smooth flowof their path to merger is to go 
into denial The deal does not raise com- 
petition concerns because GMG Brands 
says it does not likewise Mr Arnault does 
not have a case that needs answering because 
GMG Brands says so. 

Guinness and GrandMet face more seri- 
ous regulatory problems than they admit to 
and they have now been hit by a French 
broadside. They may yet win the day but not 
before Mr Arnault and the regulatory au- 
thorities have extracted their pound of 
flesh. 

Benefits pour in on 
Anglian investors 

T Tere’s a poser, what sort of business rais- 
AJ.es its dividend by twice the amount that 
profits have increased and then says its cus- 
tomers will have to foot the bflJ for the wind- 
fall tax? Tricky one, eh? 

It never rains in Anglian Water country, 
or hardly ever, but it pours all the time if you 


are a shareholder. Yesterday the Anglian 
board sprayed another £93m in the direction 
of shareholders, made millionaires out of the 
men who run Hartlepool Water and then 
pleaded poverty when it came to the wind- 
fell levy. 

Clearly the water companies are either past 
caring or beyond shame. Or perhaps both. 
As the first water company to report, An- 
glian is in a difficult position. It is hard to' 
set the pace for the rest of the sector while 
simultaneously explaining why the windfall 
tax breaches all the rules of natural justice. 

Bur if Anglian supposes ft can empty out 
the coffers before Gordon Brown gets there 
it is labouring under a terrible misappre- 
hension. On the other hand, if it believes it 
is within iis rights to pursue a legal challenge 
to the windfall tax then it shows a lamenta- 
ble lack of judgement There are many thin gs 
wrong with the levy, as this col umn has re- 
peatedly stated. But all governments have 
a right to raise tax revenue the way they see 
fiL 

The argument that customers have done 
as weh as shareholders out of privatisation 
of the water iudustiy is also a flimsy one. An- 
glian may be one of the better performers 
-careful husbandry of resources means that 
it has never had a hosepipe ban despite be- 
ing the driest pan of the country. But cus- 
tomers have also paid for that with the highest 
water bills in the land. 

Set against Anglian’s objective of reduc- 
ing dividend cover to two times earnings, the 


£4Gm of efficiency savings and the £2m it is 
providing to bale out customers having dif- 
ficulties with their bills begins to look like 
a drop in the ocean. 

The interesting question is whether those 
water companies which are even less de- 
serving of sympathy will match the payouts 
on offer from Anglian. The betting is they 
wilL 

Look out for the South 
China Sea Bubble 

S tand by for the South China Sea Bub- 
ble. The impending handover of Hong 
Kong to the Chinese has sent the colony's 
stock market into a frenzy and when in- 
vestors are in that sort of mood the scent 
of burning flesh is rarely far behind. 

Hie latest manifestation of this hysteria 
is the public offering of shares in Beijing 
Enterprises Holdings which closed yester- 
day 1,276 times oversubscribed. Put another 
way that amounts to £19bn of cash chas- 
ing £148m worth of shares. 

When dealings start today the shares are 
expected to race to three tunes their issue 
price fuelled by the acute shortage of stock 
and the savage scaling down of applications. 

For all that, Beijing Enterprises, the lat- 
est “red chip" to come to market, still 
amounts to a massive speculative punt. 

The company has little in the way of as- 
sets and even less in the way of contracts 


but boy, when China opens up its markets, 
Beijing Enterprises will be the business to 
have your money in. Just consider its im- 
peccable political credentials, being the fi- 
nancial arm of the Beijing local authority. 

The parallels with the company that gave 
its name to the original South Sea Bubble 
are interesting. 

That too was floated on a tidal wave of 
expectation - in its case that slave trading 
would be massively extended. 

' It too had impeccable political creden- 
tials- George I agreed to become its Gov- 
ernor and handed over a large chunk of the 
national debt to its safekeeping. It too 
sucked in thousands of investors. The rest 
is history. 

The only sure-fire winners from the flota- 
tion of Beijing Enterprises are its sponsors, 
led by Morgan Stanley Asia, and the com- 
pany itself, which will probably make as 
mudi on overnight deposit as the entire of- 
fer will raise in new capital. 

The other sure-fire winners are those who 
can get their money out before Beijing En- 
terprises suffers the same fate as Denway, 
another red chip which floated a modest 
658 times oversubscribed and soared briefly 
only to fall to earth with a bump. 

With unintended irony, investors who 
miss out on Beijing Enterprises have been 
told to pick up their refund cheques at the 
Museum of Chinese Historical Relics. 
Maybe that will also become the resting 
place one day for the share certificates. 


Anglian 
claims tax 
will hit bills 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

Anglian Water, one of the 
largest privatised water com- 
panies, yesterday accused the 
Government of dishonesty over 
claims the windfall utility tax 
would not lead to higher cus- 
tomers bills. 

The comments came as An- 
glian unveiled an agreed £ 19.5m 
takeover bid for Hartlepool 
Witer in a move which was un- 
expectedly supported by the 
industry watchdog, Ofwat. 

Stepping up his attack on the 
windfall levy, Anglian's finance 
director, Chris Mellor, said he 
could not rule out making a 
legal challenge. He said the levy 
would undoubtedly hit cus- 
tomer bills in the next price 
review. “In the long run cus- 
tomers are going to have to pay 
for this tax. There's no getting 
round that and to say it won't 
hit customers is just dishonest." 

Anglian brushed off sugges- 
tions h could easily afford to the 
lax, despite kicking off the water 
company reporting season with 
a 15 per cent hike in its dividend 
payout “This doesn’t indicate 
weVe got money to burn. The 
notion we've got money swilling 
round is just nonsense. If we 
have to pay the tax well have to 
borrow to do it” Mr Mellor said. 

Headline pre-tax profits fell 
by 12.8 per cent in the year to 
the end of March after excep- 
tional charges of £40.Sm. Pre- 
exceptional profits rose by 7.7 
per cent to £257m. 


The exceptional charges in- 
cluded £20m in restructuring 
costs to fund 300 job losses and 
£ 18.8m to cover problems with 
Anglian’s international opera- 
tions. Of this, £73m was to 
cover write-offs from its ill- 
fated joint venture in Brazil. 

The write-offs represented 60 
per cent of the £12m which An- 
glian had paid into the venture. 

“It's not an episode we’re par- 
ticularly proud of," Mr Mellor 
admitted. Asked whether the 
£12m had gone missing alto- 
gether, he said: There are 
some pretty complex legal 
issues. Whether well ever get 
to the bottom of what really 
went on I don’t know. I can’t 
rule out that at any point in time 
we will take legal action." 

Anglian said the bid for 
Hartlepool Water, which has 
been a quoted company since 
1846, was part of its move to ex- 
ploit embryonic competitive 
opportunities in the industrial 
market Hartlepool employs 60 
staff and has 90,000 customers. 

Mr Mellor was surprised 
Ofwat bad not asked for the bid 
to be investigated by the Mo- 
nopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission. Anglian had agreed to 
cut Hartlepool’s charges by 5 
per cent from 2001. 

The deal will net almost 
£1 .9m for Hartlepool directors, 
the bulk of which will be shared 
between Keith Hall, ma n ag in g 
director, and John Bateman, fi- 
nance director. The 266p a 
share offer price is 40 per cent 
above Tuesday’s dosing price. 
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Former Co-op executive in court over role in £1 .2bn break-up bid 



Facing the music: Allan Green (left), the former Co-op 
executive who was sacked for his part in Andrew Regan’s 
£L2bn break-up bid for the CWS, made a brief 
appearance m court yesterday for Ms role In the affair, 
writes Nigel Cope. He attended a preliminary hearing at 
the (Sty of London Magistrates Court for the private 
prosecution brought by the CWS against him, Mr Regan 
and David Lyons, Mr Regan’s business partner. Mr Green, 


who sat outside the court during the hearing, is accused 
by the CWS of theft of confidential documents. 
Accompanied by the criminal lawyer David Soitn, Mr 
Green refused to ifiscuss his role In the bid. T’m making 
absolutely no comment,’ he said. Mr Regan and Mr Lyons 
did not attend foe hearing, which was adjourned until IB 
June to give foe defendants’ lawyers more time to 
prepare. Photograph: Adrian Dennis 


Thorn investors get cash back 


Thorn, the rentals group that 
split from music business EMI 
last year, yesterday became the 
latest in a string of companies 
to return cash to shareholders. 
The owner of the Radio Rentals 
brand announced it would give 
back £87m, 14 per cent of its 
market capitalisation, to share- 
holders jnst a day after EMI 
batched a simil ar plan. 

The news wffl cheer investors 
who have watched Thorn's 
share price more than halve 
from the 408p level it traded at 
when the company ' split with 
EMI last August. 

The return, which will be fi- 
nalised after July’s annual meet- 


ing, involves the issue of one 
new B share for every existing 
orcfinaiy share, which Thom will 
offer to buyback. Mike Metcalfl 
chief executive, said the buyback 
would enhance earnings per 
share on a pro forma basis by 
12 per cent over 12 months. 

Profit before tax of £17Im 
was virtually unchanged from 
last year. Current trading diffi- 
culties were hugely due to 
weaker-tban-expected trading in 
the US rentaLpurchase business 
and Radio Rentals in the UK, 
Mr Metcalf said. 

Steps have been taken to 


promises that action wifi be tak- 
en on marginal businesses in 
continental Europe, following 
talks with employee represen- 
tatives. In addition, Mr Metcalf 
said he had received ap- 
proaches for the Danish retail 
chain Fona. 

Although Thom is seeking 
ways of cutting costs in Europe, 
it is to continue investing in the 
roll out of Crazy George’s, the 
rentals shop aimed at “the 
more financially constrained”. 
Mr Metcalf said the UK would 
eventually support more than 
275 outlets, and up to 25 shops 
would open this year. 
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Twice as 
many 
staff work 
overtime 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 
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Wenger steps 
up as Lyons 
quits Doulton 


Santeena Ahmad 


Stuart Lyons, Royal Doulton’s 
combative chief executive, was 
ousted yesterday after 12yeaxs 
at the helm of the vrorid-femous 
chinaware company. Peter 
Whally, finance director, said 
the decision was by mutual 
agreement and would be fol- 
lowed by a review to improve 
profitability and management of 
costs wi thin the company. 

The company declined to 
disclose the compensation that 
would be paid to Mr Lyons, who 
had a two-year rolling contract 
paying £175,000 a year. 

In a statement ahead of yes- 
terday s annual general meeting, 
Doulton warned about the im- 
pact of the strong pound and 
said trading at the start of the 
year had been “somewhat dis- 
appointing". Shares in the com- 
pany slid 6 per cent to 261.5p. 

Sources dose to the company 
believe that Mr Lyons was 
asked to leave after the Doul- 
ton board rejected his propos- 
als for an acquisition in 
Germany or the US. Doulton, 
which demerged from media 
group Pearson in 1993, said it 
had been in discussions re- 
garding a possible transaction 
but would not now proceed. The 
£roup said interim results would 
mdude a £1.6m charge relating 
to the deal 


Analysts welcomed the news 
of Mr Lyons' departure, but 
were disappointed that his suc- 
cessor would not be from out- 
side the company. Mr Lyons will 
be replaced by Patrick Wenger. 
Doulton's mana g in g director, 
who has been with the company 
for 37 years. 

One analyst, who did not 
want to be named, said: “Stu- 
art wasn’t suitable as a chief ex- 
ecutive. He didn't appear to be 
driving the company forward in 
the right way and was painting 
a rosy picture to outsiders. But 
I would like to have seen a new 
broom-’* 

The group’s trading state- 
ment prompted analysts to trim 
their profit forecasts. Klein- 
wort Benson has its numbers 
from £ 19.8m to £18.2m for 
1997. Doulton said sterlingwas 
“adversely affecting both export 
sales and sales to tourists visit- 
ing the UK”. Start-up costs re- 
lating to gas supply to the 
group's Indonesian manufac- 
turing plant would also affect 
first-half results and would de- 
lay lull production levels at the 
plant tty three months. Howev- 
er the company said order 
books from Indonesia were 
well above expectations. 

Analysts said a new focus on 
costs was needed and the group 
was struggling in difficult mar- 
kets. 


The biggest increase in flexibility 
in the workforce has come 
through extended overtime 
rather than short-term con- 
tracts or part-time work, 
according to a new study. Con- 
tradicting the conventional wis- 
dom that temporary and 
part-time jobs have become 
more important, it found that 
more than half of all employees 
now worked available number 
of hours per week. 

The research by the Policy 
Studies Institute, commissioned 
bjy the Department for Educa- 
tion and Employment, shows 
that the proportion working 
paid and unpaid overtime has 
more than doubled since the 
mid-1980s. 

Other types of use of flexible 
labour have also increased dur- 
ing the past decade, but far less 
dramatically, and the number of 
workers employed on short- 
term contracts remains very 
kw. Only about 4 per cent of 
employers in both manufac- 
turing and services make ex- 
tensive use of patterns of work 
such as temporary contracts. 
The exception is the public sec- 
tor, where it has become a fair- 
ly common practice. 

The proportion of people in 
temporary jobs climbed from 4 3 
percent m 1984 to 6.5 per cent 
m 1994. The proportion work- 
ing part-time rose from 20.4 per 
cent to 25.4 per cent. But the 
proportion working variable 
hours soared from 29.7 per 
cent to 52o per cent 

The report found that part- 
timers were more likely to be 
women, while men were more 
likely to work overtime. 

Veiy few employers used 
more than one type of flexible^ 
employment pattern. Those 
that did tended to be those 0 
where labour costs formed a big 
proportion of total costs. 

Economics column, page 26 
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Harrisons & Crosfidd. the 
chemical to timber group, put 
on its best display for months 
as break up hopes were rein- 
forced by director buying. 

Two directors and the wife of 
another picked up 491,000 
shares at prices up to 114Jpwith 
the shares jumping 10p to 119p. 

At Harrisons' yearly meeting 
on Tuesday chairman George 
Paul gave the clearest hint yet 
that the group would be re- 
shaped. Some observers took 
the view a demerger was being 
planned. But at a lunchtime 
presentation yesterday at 
stockbroker Panmure Gordon 
the view gained ground that the 
group regarded its building, 
timber and chemical opera- 
tions as likely to form the 
backbone of the reshaped busi- 
ness. The agriculture and food 
operations seem to be ear- 
marked for trade sales. 

Mr Paul, addressing share- 
holders, talked about “radical 
action” being required and 


said Harrisons was c rammin g 
a range of options to “max- 
imise the group's future growth 
prospects and to enhance value 
for shareholders”. 

Director Mike Barker led the 
buying, picking up 400.000 
shares; chief executive Bill 
Turcan acquired 85.000 and the 
wife of director Michael Hart- 
nail settled for 6,000. 

Harrisons’ shares have been 
in ragged retreat as profits have 
failed to inspire confidence. 
They have fallen in the past 
year from 146p to I02p a few 
weeks ago. Around Christmas 
1994 the price topped 200p. 

Footsie ended a four-day 
winning ran with a 4.1 fall to 
4,6773. At one time it was 
above 4,700; then the stock 
market started to fret about 
weakness in gilts and a sell-off 
in Paris. With index con- 
stituents Grand Metropolitan 
and Guinness suffering from 
the LVMH retaliation and 
New York for once offering lit- 
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Harvey Nichols, the Knights- 
bridge store, offered a sad 
sig n of how department stores 
have lost their more glam- 


orous ratings, falling 1 -5p to 
— ’ wnr 


toi 


Jlp. The shares, which 
»uched3715p, were placed at 


tie encouragement. Footsie 
was at one time down 10.9 be- 
fore a few late buyers ap- 
peared. 

Grandmet topped the list of 
blue-chip fellers, giving up 
153p to 581p; Guinness lost 
14p to 5S2p. 

Financials were subjected 
to a little profit taking but a 
money share, Mercmy Asset 
Management, managed to lop 
the Footsie leader board with 
a 30p gain to L4423p, just be- 
low its peak. 

Astonishment over the lat- 
est expectations for Halifax's 
d€but on Monday was another 
factor restraining activity 
among financials. Talk the 
opening price could nudge 


750p seemed, in the eyes of 
many, to be straining credibil- 
ity and most institutions, es- 
sential players in the soaraway 
scenario, are felt unlikely to 
buy if they feel the price has be- 
come too inflated. 

Be La Roe, the security 
printer, said its year's results 
would be announced next week 
and the shares quickly fell 23p 
on worries of a disappointing 
performance. Interim profits 
were down and reorganisation 
costs of £15m have been sig- 
nalled. The shares closed at' 
476p, off 153p. A few years ago 
they were above l,0Q0p. 

Another profit warning from 
the WEW retail chain left the 
shares off 23p at 153p and 


270p in April last year. 

Ww Morrison, the super- 
market chain, edged ahead 
13p to 152p; stockbroker 
Charterhouse THney was 
thought to have placed 5 mil- 
lion shares. 

Hartlepool Water splashed 
623p higher to 2573p as Angl- 
ian Wtfer produced a 266p bid. 

Shell, enjoying a round of in- 
vestment presentations, gained 
6p to 12153p. As the market 
closed little Emerald Energy 
announced it should approach 
its oil target in “the next few 
days”. The shares had already 
gained 03p to 5.75p. 

Airtours, the holidays group, 
bounced 15p higher to 
l,0683p. on its move into the 
controversial timeshare busi- 


ness. BZW believes thiswmjd 
enhance profits by up to £30®. 

Berkeley, the housebuilder, 
rose 253p to 6903p on SBC 

Warburg support and Logica, 

the computer group, put 00 
14p to 864p as NatWest Secu- 
rities switched its stance from 
reduce to hold. 

Takeover speculation con- 
tinued to flow around the JD 
Wetherspoon pubs chain with 
the shares foaming 373p to a 
l,3l73p peak. This month 
they have risen 15T5p. 

Thomas Potts, the printer, 
shaded 025p to U.75p. Talk 
persists it will buy Coalite, the 
smokeless fuel business from 
troubled Anglo United, un- 
changed at L75p. Entrepreneur 
Nigel Wray has 22 per cent of 
potts and is known to be anx- 
ious to complete a deal to beef 
up the group. Any Coalite deal 
will involve a fund raising ex- 
ercise. Eurasia Mines jumped 
30p to 250p on a signalled bid 
from QEX of Canada. 


□ Century Inns is expected 
to announce tomorrow the 

acquisition of around 100 

pubs from Pnbmasten ™- 
dnding the Tap & Spile 
managed bouse chain. The 

deal could cost £30m and 
may be funded thro^« . 

rights issue. It would lift the 
Century estate to more than 
500 outlets and represent its 
first big move into managed 
pubs. Centuiy, ran by fb . rmer 
brewery executive Alistair 
Arfcley, is one of the pubcos 
formed to take advantage of 
the Beer Orders which forced 
large brewers to cut their bed 
estates. 
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□ A profit surge at Wiggins, 
the property group, is fore- 
cast by stockbroker Greig 
Middleton. It expects profits 
to have climbed £3.9m to 
£4.9m in the year ended 
March and then to reach 
£73m this yean The shares 

are 9-25p- 
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, Compass agrees to 

*120m takeover of 
US catering firm 


Cfifford German 

Compass Group, the 
growing international contract 

pft ten® 

International. 

Daka is a quoted company 
which provides contract meals 
an l , d vendJQg facilities for 
schools and colleges, factories 
and offices m 34 states in Amer- 
ica. 

# C7 7i_ e payment includes 
S 11 Ora worth of debt, which 
Compass will assume. Com- 
pass does not envisage any 
problem is gaining the necessary 
approval of two-thirds of Daka's 
shareholders, and envisages the 
deal will be completed by the 
end of next month. 

.Allen Maxwell the president 
and chief executive of Daka. will 
join the board of the Compass 
division in the US. 

Daka has been in business for 
more than 20 years and has 710 
catering contracts in 34 states. 


It also owns two retail restau- 
rant businesses, Champps and 
Fuddruckers, which are being 
demerged to Daka’s existing 
shareholders and are not 
included in the deal with 
Compass. 

The businesses that Com- 
Pj*|sis buying had turnover of 
$~80m and yielded operating 
profits of S17io last year. The 
acquisition is expected to be 
earnings neutral for Compass 
this year and earnings en- 
hancing next year, Roger 
Matthews, the group managing 
director, said. 

Compass is already estab- 
lished in the US market through 
Chartwells, its specialist supplier 
to UK schools and colleges, and 
through Professional Food- 
service Management, which 
was acquired in August fast 
year. 

The latest acquisition wfl] 
enhance Compass* existing 
buying power in the US and 
increase its clout in bidding for 
new contracts in a business 
where size, experience aad 


proven ability to cater for 
special needs at a keen price are 
aS important 

Almost three quarters of the 
Daka turnover is in the 
education sector. This means 
that once it is on board it will 
• more than double Compass's 
turnover is the education 
market and confirm it as num- 
ber four, possibly number three, 
in the US market. 

The total US market for con- 
tract catering is worth an 
estimated $21 bn, about 70 per 
cent of which comes from 
schools and colleges, said Mike 
Bailey, the chief executive 
officer of the US division of 
Compass. 

Earlier this month Compass 
reported an 18 per cent growth 
in profits world-wide to £5 6m 
on a turnover of £1.17bn, in- 
cluding profits of £17.8m in the 
US, and the group narrowly 
failed to enter the FTSE 100 
index at the last quarterly review 
in March. Compass shares were 
up 0.5p to 675p yesterday, valu- 
ing the group at £2.I7bn. 


Celltech profits delay 


Sameena Ahmad 

Celltech said yesterday that the 
failure of its lead drug for sep- 
tic shock would mean the group 
would now not be profitable 
until 2000. two years later than 
expected. 

However, Peter Fellner, chief 
executive, said the group's fol- 
low up treatment for the bowel 
condition. Crohn’s disease, 
would replace at least a third of 
the value the company had lost 
after it was forced last week to 
abandon the sepsis drug, which 
was being developed in part- 
nership with Bayer. 

Dr Fellner said Bayer bad re- 
turned the rights to the Crohn's 
disease drug and that Celltech 
had begun discussions with 


companies specialising in the 
gastrointestinal field. 

He said that he expected to 
sign up a licencing partner on 
more favourable terms than 
with Bayer. ■‘Septic shock was 
first, second and third on Bay- 
er's list of priorities. Bayer had 
only agreed to develop the 
Crohn's drug on condition that 
the sepsis drug worked.” 

Dr Fellner said that pivotal 
trial data on the group's 
leukaemia drug being devel- 
oped with American Home 
Products was expected this year. 

The group said that the val- 
ue would also come from oth- 
er more early stage drugs 
including a new approach to the 
treatment of asthma. Dr Fellner 
said that the group had five or 


six years cash left at current burn 
rates. He added that the septic 
shock episode validated the 
group’s strategy. “You can’t 
run a pure biotech with low risk 
products and we do have high 
risk and innovative drugs. But 
we try to balance that with a low 
risk financial strategy, by hav- 
ing major partners who take on 
the costs of research." 

Results for the six months to 
31 March, announced yesterday, 
showed that the group had 
£41m cash. Underlying losses 
rose from £5m to £5.9m after re- 
search costs climbed flim 
higher to £10m. 

The group's shares, which 
were over 600p before last 
week’s announcement, finned 
4-5p to 3383p. 


25 
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Thorn prepares for a tough year 


T horn's promise to return 
£87m of excess cash to 
shareholders is small 
comfort for battered investors 
who have seen shares in the 
rentals group more than halve 
from their 408p level since 
splitting from EMI last August 
On the plus side, the hand- 
out is an obvious way to ensure 
that a long-term decline m 
profit doesn’t feed through to 
earnings by reducing the num- 
ber of shares in issue. Thom 
estimates the handout will 
enhance earnings per share on 
a pro forma basis by 12 per cent 
over a 12-month period. Ac- 
cordingly, City estimates of 
earnings per share for next year 
are in the region of 22.6p,*and 
23p in 1999. 

Although Thorn’s share 
price improved 12p to 162p yes- 
terday morning, by the end of 
the day it had fallen back to 
156 op, reflecting market con- 
cerns that, despite the sweet- 
ener for shareholders, the 
company has been slow to 
safeguard its future. 

Thom’s chairman admits 
the cash bonanza can't disguise 
a tough year ahead. Profits be- 
fore tax for the year to the end 
of March were flat at £171m, 
hindered by falling sales in the 
United States and poor results 
from the UK's Radio Rentals 
division. Thom is now grap- 
pling with these problems, al- 
beit belatedly, by focusing its 
attentions on key brands such 
as Radio Rentals and Crazy 
George's, a cut-price rental 
outfit, and thinking again 
about marginal businesses in 
continental Europe. 

The closure of 90 smaller, 
under-performing branches of 
Radio Rentals was announced 
earlier this year and Thom Is 
keeping check on its store 
portfolio. Meanwhile, the 
group hopes to open up to 25 
more Crazy George's stores in 
the UK in the next year. Fur- 
ther afield. Thorn is tidying up 
loose ends and has received ap- 
proaches for its Danish retail 
business. Fona. 

A further thorn in the com- 
pany's side is litigation in the US* 
where several US states are 
claiming customers have been 
charged inflated interest rates as 
part of Thom’s rental agree- 
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Wolverhampton & Dudley Breweries; At a glance 


Matat value; £435m. share price 646.5p 


Five-year record 

1994 

1995 

— Ritf year — 

1996 

1996 1997 

t Halfyaar. ^ 

'ihTrfwerpr^ 




m 

Pre-tax profits (£m) 

38.3 

43.5 

433 

i&2 m 

■Earotigs ^ertoare(f^i^ 





Dividends per share (pence) 

133 

153 

17.0 

5.0 5.8 


Operating profit, 1997 




19% 


Share price, panes 

750 



meats. The group has beea 
forced to make a £17. lm provi- 
sion agiinst possible damages re- 
lating to a case in Minnesota. 

Many in the City say these 
valiant efforts at reform are too 
little too late and there is a 
shortage of firm evidence to 
suggest that rolling out the 
Crazy George's brand is a good 
idea. City forecasts for pre-tax 
profits are around £135m, with 
a further drop to £130m ex- 
pected in 1 998/99. Thom’s ap- 
peal for mainstream investors 
is, at the moment, limited. 

W&D goes for 
a sexy image 

W olverhampton & Dud- 
ley is still trying to 
shake off its dull re- 
gional brewer mantle for some- 
thing more sexy. The group is 
belatedly following faster- 
moving leaders such as JD 


Wetherspoon into the concept 
pub - branded houses serving 
food which target specific types 
of customer. W&Ds managing 
director, David Thompson, says 
the group has five proveirpjub 

target the well-to-do and retired 
customer, Tfcphouses foryoung 
people who Hte loud muse, and 
Purchasepocket, for lower- 
income families and “which 
serve the best drips in England". 
Mr Thompson is tight to believe 
that branding is the way forward, 
but the transition has meant 
heavy investment costs with 
returns yet to come through. 

The first-half figures reflect 
these higher costs. Trading 
profit for the six months to 30 
March rose just 9 per cent to 
£21 -3m with lower margins re- 
flecting substantial increases 
in spending on marketing, ad- 
vertising. refurbishment of 98 
pubs and staff costs. In the 
period the group built four 
pubs, bought a further 19, 
bought 13 sites for development 


and opened 18 concept pubs, 
bringing ihe total to lu7. How- 
ever, trading was mixed with 
town-centre and food-led pubs 
performing well but overall 
lite-for-like sales modest 

Though consumer confi- 
dence remains fragile, W&D 
has increased its market share, 
with total beer and rider vol- 
umes rising by more than 8 per 
cent This helped sales rise 13 
per cent to £133m in the period, 
further boosted by expansion of 
the group’s tied estate, exten- 
sion of the concept formats and 
greater distribution of brands 
to wholesale customers. 

Prospects for the second half 
look more lively. With spend- 
ing on marketing and refur- 
bishment lower and a 5p 
increase in a pint of beer which 
came into effect on 1 May, mar- 
gins should rise. However, 
there are less controllable con- 
cerns. If foe Bass/Carisberg- 
Tfctley merger goes through, 
W&D will race a rival with 40 
per cent of the UK brewing 


market And there are younger, 
more aggressively branded pub 
operators around these days. 

Hoare GoveU forecasts 
£47m profits for the full year. 
With W&D’s share price un- 
changed at 646.5p, a forward 
p/e ratio of 13 tools reasonable. 


Resfurbishment 

pays at Allders 


T he City is warming to 
Allders, the department 
store group which sold its 
duty-free business last year. 
Now a simpler company with 
which the Gty fee Is more com- 
fortable, Allders shares have 
performed strongly since Jan- 
uary, when it turned in one of 
the season's best Christmas 
trading statements. 

Hawng started the year close 
to their all-time low of 172p 
they rose another lip to 215p 
yesterday following the first 
clean set of results since the 
duty-free sale to SwissAir last 
summer. Though the shares are 
still some way adrift of the 300p 
they reached two years ago, 
prospects are looking brighter. 

Profits for the six months to 
31 March were doubled at 
£16m and like-for-Iike sales 
were a heahhy 133 per cent up. 
In current trading, same-store 
sales in the first seven weeks of 
the second half are 72 per cent 
ahead of this period last year. 

Allders is benefiting from the 
improvement in coasumer con- 
fidence. But it is faring better 
than most due to its exposure 
to the consumer durables mar- 
kets. Like-for-Iike sales are 30 
per cent up in furnishings and 
more than 20 per cent ahead 
in electricals. 

Management action has also 
helped and the relaunched 
Allders account card now has 
250,000 members compared 
with just 90,000 last year. 

With £17m in cash and a 
strong sales picture across most 
product sectors, Allders looks 
in a good position. On full-year 
forecasts of £18-6m the shares 
trade on a forward rating of less 
than 13. This is a discount of 
more than 20 per cent to the 
sector. Good value. 





INDEPENDENT EXPERIENCES 



debonair — 

Tie Independent and Independent on r " 

! 'unday in association with 
rranged a super value short break to .* ‘ v- 
larcelona. From just £143 ym csm l^ to : r 
larcelona with debonair and stay for two 
ights in one of six specially chosen hotels. 

ne of Europe’s most cosnKipoIitan and avant garde ... : 
ties, Barcelona is the perfect summerttodestinatkJit 
o experience Barcelona at this special. discounted 
rice simply call the number printed below Or 
implete the coupon. 

he offer includes return flights from Luton airport and 
vo nights accommodation in one of Ihe Imtels Ertea. 

11 flights must be booked by 30th June and all flig ht s . 
ust be taken by 29th September 1997. . 

he schedule of the available flights is printed below. 

11 prices are per person sharing a twin room. 

ebonair operate a fleet of modern Mti^Aerosp^ 
Kienpriete Each aircraft is furnished with elegant 
riStebiT seats in one class. Daily scheduled 
. from London Luton airport ai 



its are no smoking. . — : — r 

don Luton airport is exclusive to debonair 
“gers. ensuring hassle free check-m and smooth 

lections. 

don Luton airport is eaaly aceessMe^ rail using 
rhames Lint service from Kings Cross. 

ton Luton - Barcelona Daily 0900 am 1210 
30P Luiuu 1820 air. 2130 

. flight nn Saturday 1600 arr. 1910 

itonal ° Luton Daily 0815 arr. 0935 
:elona - London Luton 

Mortal flight on Saturday I955arr.2115 
ting°c^* easier ' simp,y CaM TraVel - ■ 

VE1228.ATOU3470- on 

i 208 4444 between 9am - 6pm, Mon - fit 

•mam- 4pm, Sat -Sun 

1 „teThe independent offer. Alternatively, complete 
inform and send to Travel Plus who wffl then 
confirrn your booking details. Payment can be 
euslng alfrriajw credit cards and/or personal 

Kre cK at time of going to print 



Barcelona's greatest monument, G uadi's Sagrade Familia 


CoiH&tfons 

are tttjact to avaHabfflty. The feted prices are for 
9 ortjfc'For Save! during July, August or . 
mereufil be a £20 supplement per person. All 
be booted by 30th Jone 1997 and ail flights taken 
1087. Aff prices are per person sharing a 
There fea single occupancy room rate which you 
tgjen when booking. Afl flights are from Luton 
rftpott. Prices do not include transfer to and from the aiiport, 
&fC$brttax whfch cunen&y stands at £6.70. Travel insurance 
4s»chmmended for a8 overseas travel and Is available from 
Bate! Pterthe booking agents. Passengers are responsible 
.fetffigirewn pgssportfwMch must be a to year passport). 
Bredsesefnidd be aware foal no changes or amendments are 
aTSftabtewfth this offer. Lost or stolen tickets are non 

A M fist of isnns 8nd conditions is avsllaUe from 
^reJpfcis, who are responsible for this offec 


altoto : . aflj 


alfresco 
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been deoa^ed With Wit and audacity. 
Barcelona is unique. . - j ;• ; ! 

^Barcelona kan ©asycit^ to e^itare with • 
many of the mqjgr sigfcts^ within waking 
distance of each other. Wandering around 
and soaking up tfe streetHfe, between . 
regular stopovers in. bars and cafes is an 
enjoyable a way of getting to know the city 
and is the best way to absorb quintessential 
Barcelona. . 

At night, Barcelona erupts with an array of 
nightlife. Waterfront cafes stay open until 
5am, and a host of designer bars and clubs 
all combine to provide an exotic night life 
experience. 

The cities Olympic revamp of 1992 has 


Olympic faciltties is the city’s greatest 
Guadfa Sagrada 

F&tmlia. Begun over a century ago and yet 
to be coraideted, ibe Cathedral still readies 
itk crescendo abere the dfy. 

Artistically, Barcelona has many options. 
Gaudi, Picasso, Dali and Miro all have strong 
links with the city. The Meseu Picasso, ' 
housed within a Medieval Gothic palace, is a 
testimony to the years Picasso spent in the 
city amongst Catalonia’s avant garde. 

The magical mountain of Tibidabo is the 
peak that presides over Barcelona, 
protecting the city from the interior. From 
the summit where a funfair and the Temple 
of the Sacred Heart jostle for command, you 
will experience an extraordinary panorama 
of an exceptional city. 


The Hotels 

Hotel Sa?ita Marta - 2 Star - 3 nights 
from £J£3. 

Simple, unsophisticated accommodation, 
but neverthless dean and comfortable and 
furnished to a respectable standard. 
Situated near Ihe port of Barcelona in the 
dd town. 

Hotel Aragon - Superior 2 Star- 
2 nights from £155. 

A pleasant clean and comfortable hotel 
situated in one of the main streets of 
Barcelona with easy access to any point in 
the city. 

Hotel Roma - 3 Star - 2 nights from £155 
A small hotel with traditional character, 
situated a short metro rule from the 
historic centre of Barcelona. 

Hotel Orietde - S Star - 2 nights from £155 
A listed building and the cityb oldest hotel 
Centrally located, the hotel has a large and 
historically ornate breakfast room. 

Hotel Rialto - Superior 3 Star - 
from £159. 

A lovely traditional hotel with superb 
location in the historic centre of Barcelona. 

Hotel Gran Catalonia - Superior! Star - 
2 nighte from £169. 

A modern style hotel located in the best 
shopping area of the city. 


Please complete the booking form below and sand it to: 

The Independent Barcelona Offer, Travel Plus Ltd., Quay Level, 
Europe House, 1 East Smfthfleld, London El 9AA. 

You will be contacted on receipt of your form to confirm your 
reservation. If you have any queries please caH 0171 208 4444. 
The Independent cannot guarantee availability 

r 

i 
i 


Title. 


.Initial. 


. Surname 


Address. 


I 


.Postcode, 


I Day Tel 

I Names of passengers . 


Eve Tel. 


1 


Date of departure from Luton Airport _ 
Date of return from Barcelona Airport 
Name of hotel 


How many nlgMs do you wish to stay? . 

Preferred flight time (out) 

preferred flight time (return) — 


| Cpxffirarrinn MM UJ J_U _U_I_U_LUJ 1 


Expiry date LU Signature 

Dedsstion 1 am over 18 ysan ot qs and declare that aS Ihe 
information on 64s torn to cojtnJ Jo my knowtedge, but may be . 

suqefii to change where there is no avrfahffityofl my chosen booking. ^ 

1 

Signature Date t 

i .............. J 
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Working towards secure jobs 


W e have been worrying for 
all of this decade about in- 
security in the worfd of 
work. The dark side of flexibility, 
it dates back to the start of the 
recession in 1990, when for the first 
time since the 1930s the ups and 
downs of the economic cycle im- 
pinged upon white-collar and pro- 
fessional workers. Their risk of 
redundancy increased slightly, 
although to nothing like the much 
higher risk still faced by manual and 
unskilled workers. 

The flap has continued long 
after the recession ended, leading 
to delirious ironies like the publi- 
cation by the New York Times of a 
special book, The Downsizing of 
America, just as the US unem- 
ployment rate headed sharply 
downwards. However, it is only now 
that a great deal of serious acade- 
mic research on exactly which 
workers are insecure ana why is 
starting to emerge. 

The Conservative government 
was keen to stress that the 
insecurity was mainly in the mind, 
pointing to the decline in the 
number of redundancies since the 
recession ended, and the fact that 
average tenure in jobs had not 
fallen all that much since the mid- 
1970s. Although both points were 
true, it persuaded nobody. The rea- 
son is becoming clearer with every 
new study into the detail of the jobs 
market It is that it is almost 
impossible to generalise about 
people's experience of work and 
unemployment; averages are pretty 
useless as a guide. 

On the face of it, a new report 
published today by the Policy 
Studies Institute backs the old 
government's case. The research, 
commissioned some time ago by the 
Department for Education and 
Employment, shows that the types 
of “insecure" work on which we 
have tended to focus, part-time and 
temporary jobs, have increased 
but not all that much. Most extra 
flexibility has come from the use of 
overtime, and there is nothing par- 
ticularly new and Nineties about 
that, even if overtime is being used 
far more extensively than in the 
past. The report comments: “In 
most workplaces the majority of the 
workforce is full-time on fixed 
hours." 

Even though the widespread 
use of overtime means more and 


Out without a chance to 
retire before the bell 
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more of us feel thoroughly ex- 
ploited, don't spend as much time 
with our family as we would like and 
suffer more stress, it does not 
amount to serious economic inse- 
curity in the same way as only be- 
ing ahJe to work on a short-term 
contract. But rather than leap to the 
conduaon that the Tories were right 
to say insecurity is in the mind, the 
right conclusion is not that inse- 
curity is unreal but that it is a 
minority phenomenon. Insecurity 
and economic exclusion are suf- 
fered by very specific groups. 

The PSI's report is comple- 
mented by research currently un- 
der way at the LSE’s Centre for 
Economic Performance by Paul 
Gregg and Jonathan Wadsworth. 
They have looked behind the fig- 
ures for the typical length of time 
somebody is in a job. As the for- 
mer social security minister Peter 


people stay in jobs longer, and the 
workforce is ageing. 

Secondly, mothers’ job tenure 
has actually increased because of 
maternity rights. Women with chil- 
dren are taking advantage of the 
legislation that forces employers to 
hold their job open for them after 
maternity leave. This is dosing 
the gender gap in typical job length, 
with women now staying in jobs vir- 
tually as long as men. 

Men and women without chil- 
dren have seen a sharp decline in 

the length of the typical job. Con- 
trolling for age and sex, the num- 
ber of jobs per working life has 


increased quite sharply. Bar exam- 
ple, a male aged 16-19 would have 


pie, a male aged 16-19 would have 
held 138 jobs on average in 1975 
but 3.07 in 1995; for women aged 
35-39 there has been a much 
smaller proportionate increase from 
6.2.9 to 9.04 over the same period. 

Another piece of the jigsaw is the 
by now well-known fact that one in 
five households in the UK does not 
have anybody in work. This sounds 
terribly dramatic, but it consists of 
completely different groups; pen- 
sioner households, lone parent 
households and a minority with two 
or more adults without jobs. 

The moral that is emerging from 
the detailed studies is that there are 
no big answers to the problem of 
insecurity and poverty; what is 
needed is a series of small, targeted 


and the minority of men who are 
in work but in insecure jobs. 

Each group obviously needs dif- 
ferent kinds of measures. The 
elderly who are poor and excluded 
are those subsisting on the basic 
state pension, just about keeping up 
with inflation. They will only get 
extra money if the Government 
decides on a means-tested increase 
in the pension. 

There has been a lot of discus- 
sion about how to get single par- 
ents out to work, focusing on the 
disincentive effect of the over- 
rapid loss of benefits once some- 
body fihds a job. This misses the 
point that the biggest work disin- 
centive to this category is the cost 
of childcare. The only measure that 
makes any. sense is paying for 
nursery and after-school care for 
their children. 

The long-term unemployed are 
one of the Government's priority 
groups, although it has got itself 
bung up on the mantra of helping 
250,000 young people. There are 
not this many of them who have 
been out of work for more than six 
months. The resources should be 
refocused on all the long-term 
unemployed to min imise the 
“deadweight loss”, the fact that the 


AJas, we bear that the Lutine 
Bell has tolled for one of the 
best-known faces at Lloyd's of 
London, whose job was to fill in 
the names of famous ship losses 
with a feather quill pen. 

David Barling, who has 
performed the role of loss book 
clerk for 25 years, has been 
forced to stand down within 
months of retirement, claiming 
that he was given no notice that 
his historic position was to be 
instantly terminated. 

The decision to decommission 
the post was taken by LLP, the 
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former Lloyd’s publishing 
division, even though Mr i 


state will end up subsidising many 
people who would have found a job 
anyway. The most cost-effective 
approach is helping people with 
their search for work by using job 
centres to match specific people 
with specific vacancies, but in any 
case what matters is getting un- 
employed people on to the first 
rung of the jots ladder. 

That leaves the hardest task, im- 
proving the lot of those who have 
bad, insecure jobs. The PSI re- 
search suggests that this is not as 
widespread as the headlines would 
have had us believe, but concludes 
that better information is needed. 
The LSE research points to young 
men as the most vulnerable. Here 
is where the Government needs to 
target its effort, but the solution is 
likely to be a matter of painstak- 
ing detail. Insecurity might not be 
the massive problem we once 
imagined, but even so there is no 
quick fix. 


Lilley pointed out. typical job 
tenure has declined only a little. 


solutions. In fact, it is now possi 
ble to Dick out four croups of pool 


tenure has declined onty a 
This disguises several dr 


This disguises several diverging 
trends. First, for any particular 
age group, jobs have become 
shorter in duration; but older 


ble to pick out four groups of poor 
and marginalised people who are 
most in need of help from the new 
Government They are: single pen- 
sioners; lone parents; the long-term 
unemployed, especially the young. 
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division, even though Mr Burling 
was within 11 months of bis 
expected retirement date. 

LLP, which was sold to its 
management in December 1995 
for £84m, has been addressing its 
financial Plan soil line by going 
through a heavy cost-cutting ex- 
ercise ahead of a planned stock 
market flotation. 

Mr Bur ling, who first started 
work in the intelligence depart- 
ment of Lloyd's in 1957, was the 
loss book clerk who wrote in 
careful script the titles of ill-fat- 
ed vessels like Exxon Valdez and 
Estonia, among many others. 




And staying with things nautical: 
forget quota-hopping, -the Span- 
ish fishing fleet is about to make 
another foray into UK waters via 
a rather circuitous route involv- 
ing the flotation of drug group, 
PharmaMar. 

PhanuaMar, which makes 
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Let nobody say Gordon Brown is 

not a radical. The date of the 

Budget will be announced for- 
mally on Monday when 
parliament reassembles after its 
half-term holiday. (Whoever 
thought it was not a family- 
friendly institution?) But we can 
reveal that Budget day will not 
be a Tuesday - for the first time 
since Geoffrey Howe in 1980. 
Given the Chancellor’s liking for 
an early start, perhaps it will 
even be in the morning. The 
smart money is on Wednesday 2 
July. 

But even more daring, the 
colour of the cover on the Red ; 
Book to accompany the Budget- 
is likely to be changed. The old 
sun-dried tomato red will go. 
Sources could not reveal the new 
colour. Will it be imperial pur- 
pie. the eau-d e-nil of Labour's 
campaign backdrops, or avoca- 
do? 
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drugs from marine plants, plans 
to froat in the first half of next 


EU commissioner Neil Kinnock 
gave a speech at the European 
Movement's post-election bash 
on Tuesday, He has obviously 
been influenced by the old- 
fashioned continental view job 
sharing is the solution to unemp- 
loyment. Mr Kinnock passed on 
apologies from his fellow UK 
.commissioner Sir Leon Brief an 
for his inability to attend. “It's his 
turn to work this week." he said. 
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Source:. Policy. Studies institute 


* Employers’ Use of Flexible Labour, 
Bernard Casey, Hilary Metcalf and 
Nei! Mihvard, Policy Studies Insdtuic. 
01202 715555, 06.95 


to float in the flrst half of next 
year either on the London main 
market or on Easdaq, capitalised 
at around £150m. 

The company has blood ties 
with the Spanisb fleet which 
helped found the group in 1987, 
and which owns a 4 per cent 
stake. Manuel Fernandez Sousa, 
chairman of Pescanova, the sec- 
ond-largest fleet in the world, is 
also the brother of PharmaMars 
chairman, Jose Maria Fernandez. 
Pescanova is quoted in Madrid at 
a market capitalisation of more 
than 19bn pesetas (£l8bn). 

Privately owned PharmaMar, 
which employs around 30 people, 
uses the boats of its big brother 
to fish for samples to use in drug 


For whom the Lutine bed toils: 
Lloyd's has cut its loss book clerk 


research. The company, which 
specialises in cancer treatments, 
has isolated 60,000 different or- 
ganisms found in the sea and has 
is working with Bristol Myers 
Squibb. 

The group recently raised 
510m from venture capitalists, 
including the Swedish fund, 
Banken Fonder, and Spanish 
group. Axis. We assume the in- 
vestor roadshow won't take in 
Cornwall. 


As one door opens another door 
closes. Lord Hollick has pressed 
the ejector seat at British Aero- 
space, where be has been a non- 
executive for the five years, in 
order to concentrate on his new 
role as part-time special adviser 
to Margaret Beckett. President 
of the Board of Trade. The an- . 
noun cement was accompanied by 
the usual exchange of gushing 
eulogies. We await with interest 
Lord Hollick's advice when 
BAe’s first arms export licence 
application lands on the desk of 
La Beckett. Let’s hope it's not a 
request to supply the Indone- 
sians with more of those Hawk 
“trainer" jets. 
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Shares in ITV companies will either soar or crash in the next six weeks, writes Cathy Newman 

Crunch time nears for 

the television gamblers 


i 

a 


I nvestors in ITV cornp aDies 

will learn within the next sh 
weeks whether they h a ™ 
ocen right to gamble 

SS iSfef U?C - re du «*ons in 

Revision companies 

^ P ayms ^ Govern- 
mrat for the past four years if 

profit could saarTjr 

wrong, the frothy share prices 

n±e sector coufd look hope- 
lessly out of touch. h 
Key to the multi-million- 
pound gamble is the imminent 
publication by the Independent 
Television Commission of the 
•A procedures and timetable for 
” renewmg broadcasters' licen- 
ces. A document to be pub- 
lished in the next six weeks will 
give a clear idea of when 
licences can be renewed and 
whether a reduction in some 
broadcasters’ payments to the 
Treasury is likely. 

The ITC’s move might seem 
premature: licences for the 15 
Channel 3 franchises and 
GMTV were awarded for a 10- 
year period starting from 1993 
and could theoretically run 
until the end of 2002. But if 
broadcasters renew at the 
earliest opportunity, the new 
terms would come into effect 
as soon as 1999. 

Early licence renewal is a 
priority for many companies as 
present payments vary wildly 
for each franchise, from Scot- 
tish Television’s “licence to 
prim money" - an ann ual fee 
of £2,000 or £5 JO a day - to 
Carlton’s £46m yearly levy. 

The wide spread of pay- 
ments to the Treasury reflects 
the terms of the controversial 
ITV licence auction four years 
▼ ago, which handed the right to 


broadcast to the highest bidder. 
As a result broadcasters paid 
as little as they felt they could 
get away with. Companies 
guessed correctly that 
they would face little cornpe- 
otion put in a token bid while 
those in a genuine race ended 
u PPaying through the nose. 

STV and Central both pay 
* 7-000 annually because they 
didn’t have to outbid other 
! Sn dc ^ lers ' contrast, 

H 1 v s £/7m contribution e»rh 
year reflects a tough contest 
against three other contenders. 

High bidders such as HTV, 
Carlton, GMTV and Vbrk- 
shire-Tyne Tees Television will 


likelihood must be that what 
would be paid at tender from 
1 January 1999 will be lower 
than it was when we made dial 
decision in 1991.” 

ITV companies have 101 
reasons why their fees should 
come down. Chris Stoddart, 
managing director of GMTV, 
which paid 55.7 per cent of its 
net advertising revenue (NAR) 
to the Treasury last year ac- 
cording to ABN Amro Hoare 
Govett, said Channel 5, satel- 
lite and cable were eating away 
at his audience share and the 
value of an ITV licence should 
be reassessed. He said: "We're 
paying more than twice as 


6 Why would a Labour government 
with aggressive spending plans want 
to give back money to ITV? 9 


aim for an early renewal and a 

much as 50 per cent^M^their 
contributions. Those happy to 
sit tight are STV and Central 
and those which are undecided, 
the “sensible bidders”, are 
likely to include Anglia, 
Granada, and LWT 
The ITC’s chief executive, 
Sir Peter Rogers, has indicated 
he will look iairfy favourably on 
ITV companies wanting to 
reduce their fees. In evidence 
to the National Heritage select 
committee in February, he 
said: “As cable and satellite 
grows ... and as digital terres- 
trial grows and as digital satel- 
lite grows and so on, the 


much as any ITV company as 
a percentage of our NAR. We 
also have a breakfast time 
franchise, so we’re not making 
drama which can be sold on to 
other channels.” 



ont 

formula, 
coffers by more than £70m 
annually, is also putting pres- 
sure on ITVs finances. 

But many in the City are 
openly hostile to ITV’s plight. 
Aiastarr Smellie, media analyst 
at ABN Amro Hoare Govett, 
is typical: “Why would a 
Labour government with fairly 
aggressive spending plans want 
to give back money to the ITV 


companies which are making 
pretty good profits? There is 
extraordinary inequality in the 
licence fees, hot the bottom line 
is that ITV broadcasters are 
paying for a monopoly.” 

Many feel the levels of 
reduction expected by some 

One^ n^st said: “lltult into 
YTTV’s and HIV’s share 
price is the expectation of a 50 
per cent reduction. But it’s just 
not going to happen.” 

Granada’s statement in 
March that it would not bid for 
YTTV “unless there is a 
material chariot* in Yorkshire’s 
circumstances” , refl ected the 
feeling that YTTV’s share 

ejqrectation 

reduction in the licence fee, 
“realisation of which is far 
from certain”. 

Although YTTV’s shares 
are well off their peak of 
l,31Sp at yesterday's dose of 
l,127.5p they still trade at 
almost twice their value at the 

Evenlf the 1TC proves as 
pood as Sir Peters word, the 
issue of how new terms should 
be agreed is a thorny one. 
Chris Rowlands, chief executive 
of HTV, says programming 
costs in his franchise are higher 
than in other regions as the 
company broadcasts separate 
services for Wales and the 
West of England. “We’d like to 
see a lioence-by-licence rene- 
gotiation which would take 
into account the individual cir- 
cumstances of each franchise," 
he said. 

Other licensees would like a 
more uniform approach to 



In favour: Sir Peter Rogers will look at reducing the fees 


fees. YTTV has consistently 
called for a level playing field, 
where all television compa- 
nies, including satellite broad- 
casters such as BSkyB, should 
pay the same levy, set at 
around 14 per cent of their to- 
tal revenue. 

Nick C astro, financial di- 
rector of YTTV, said: “We’ve 
been advocating a situation 
where all broadcasters con- 
tribute on a fair basis towards 


any Excheque r req uirements." 
Tms charge, YTTV estimates, 
would give the Government the 
£400m it currently gets from 
the Channel 3 levy. 

The ITC document is un- 
likely to make specific mention 
of Sky, although the competi- 
tive situation and the prolifer- 
ation of alternative digital, 
cable and satellite channels 
will almost certainly be taken 
into account 


Dawson heading for recovery as profits treble 


Clifford German 




A further step towards recov- 
ery, albeit slower than expected 
by analysts, was announced 
yesterday by Dawson Inter- 
national, the Scottish textile 
group with a dozen brand 
names, but best-known for its 
Pringle sweaters endorsed by 
golfer Nick Faldo. 

Profits almost trebled to 


£125m in the year to end- 
March. The recovery was 
mainly due to a £5m turn- 
around at the knitwear and 
clothing division. Profits are 
still well shy of the £3 2m made 
in 1993, bur contrast starkly with 
the £9 8m loss in 1994 as the 
group struggled with the cost of 
restructuring businesses and 
cutting out a quarter of the 
workforce. 


Operating profits in 1996/97 
rose 9 per cent to £16.8m on 
sales down by 2 per cent to 
£297m. Earnings per share rose 
25 per cent, to 5.4p, and the 
dividend was raised 10 per cent 
ro3-3p. 

The company said trading 
conditions remained tough. The 
best performance came from 
the fabrics division, which con- 
tributed £4.2m, with UK sales 


buoyant in the second half of the 
year. The knitwear and clothing 
division, however, still made a 
loss of £1.7m in spite of 
improved performances from 
Barrie Knitwear and Pringle of 
Scotland. 

Profits from the fibres and 
yarns division almost halved to 
£6. 4m. reflecting the cost of 
getting out of the loss-making 
wool-combing at a cost of 


£600,000, and a drop in demand 
for cashmere at a time when 
suppliers of the raw material in 
the Middle East refused to re- 
duce prices. The group is in the 
process of relocating the 
dehairing of cashmere skins to 
China winch, it believes, will give 
it a competitive advantage. 

Half of group profits came 
from the thermal clothing divi- 
sion, although the performance 


was unchanged on the previous 
year. However, a new manage- 
ment has been brought in and 
hopes to improve performance 
in the current year. 

On group prospects, Derek 
Finky, chairman, said he was 
increasingly confident of further 
progress provided the com- 
petitive position was not eroded 
by further strengthening of the 
pound. 


In brief 


Banks boost invisible trade surplus 

The UK had a record £12bn surplus on trade in “invisibles'’ such 
as services and interest last year. The main contributor was the 
financial sector, which had a record £2(H>n trade surplus in 1995, 
the last year for which detailed figures are available. Banking and 
insurance contributed the biggest components of this total ac- 
cording to a report published yesterday by British Invisibles. The 
UK has the biggest share of the world market in cross-border HanV 
lending, turnover in foreign equities, foreign exchange dealing 
and insurance. The invisibles share in total trade, at 20 per cent 

of GDP, is higher in the UK than anywhere else. The UK enjoyed 

the fourth-biggest absolute surplus after the US, Japan and France. 
Unlike the other three, however, the UK’s invisibles surplus was 
soaked up by a big deficit of £12bn on visible trade. 

Hepworth warns of £8m currency charge 

Investors at Hepworth’s annual meeting were warned that the 
strength of sterling would have an adverse effect on overseas earn- 
ings this year. Professor Sir Roland Smith, in his last address as 
chairman of the building products group, said: “The group’s UK 
and continental operations are mamtaming their sales volumes 
with the underlying trading outlook positive, but the level of ster- 
ling at current rates wfll impact a civilly upon our overseas earn- 
ings andexport margins by about^^m^fo£9m in tile current ^ear." 

at lower margins, whflereducing costs through rcdundOTries and 
manufacturing capacity. “Last year we incurred redundancy costs 
of £6 .5m and the same expenditure level may apply in 1997, with 
much of it falling in the first half,” the chairman said. 

Rolls sees aerospace recovery take off 

Rolls-Royce’s aerospace group was experiencing a “si gnifican t" 
increase m workload this year, despite the failure of Fatter, which 
had led to some reduction of Tay engine deliveries, said Sir Ralph 
Robins, chairman, at the company’s animal meeting. He said the 
recovery in civil aviation gathered pace in 1996 and was expect- 
ed to continue, although competition remained intense. The out- 
look for the group's defence products was also more stable. 

German current account in the black 

Germany had a provisional current account surplus of DM23bn 
(£830m) in March, compared with a deficit of DM4bn in Feb- 
ruary and a DM2bn surplus in the same month last year, the Fed- 
eral Statistics Office said. Germany's trade surplus grew to 
DM9.8bn in March from a surplus of DM92bn the month before. 

Rising profits lift Triad shares 

Thmcwer at Triad Group, the information and software consultancy, 
jumped 61 per cent to £l&Sm, profits grew 25 per cent to £2.65m 
and earnings per share rose 2J2 per cent to 7-25p in the year to 31 
March. There is a final dividend of 2p making 3p in total, against 
nothing the previous year. The shares jumped 21_5p to 201p. 
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Clouds clear for 
Sheikh in shades 


Racing 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 

The sun came out at the right 
time at York's Dante meeting 
earlier this month for Sheikh 
Mohammed, who was able to 
disguise the emotion in his eyes 
with rather expensive looking 
sunglasses. The man from 
Dubai may have wished the 
lenses were blacked in. as the 
inmates from his Godolphin op- 
eration performed as if they had 
held a stag party on the road up 
to the Knavesmire. 

“We couJd never imagine 
that would happen at York, 
where things went from bad to 
worse." Simon Crisford, the 
Godofphin racing manager, said 
yesterday. “It was like a horror 
movie for us, a nightmare in 
slow motion.” 

There are snippets of infor- 
mation, however, which suggest 
those dark, bright days may be 
over for the Sheikh/Not only 
does he have a definite starter 
in the Derby a week on Satur- 
day in his own colours, but 
there may also be two combat- 
ants bearing the Royal blue liv- 
ery of his Godolphin brainchild. 

'Until Sundown on Tuesday, 
Godolphin had gone 22 days 
without a winner, but then 
Predappio was a battling second 
to Bosra Sham in the Brigadier 
Gerard Stakes and then Bold 
Demand severed the dreary 
sequence. The immediate re- 
action was that Bold Demand 
would miss the Derby, but he is 
now under consideration for the 
Classic, and could be joined at 


the start line by Stowaway, an- 
other recent runner-up for 
Godolphin. at Doncaster. 
“Apart from the red hot 
favourite [Entrepreneur] it's 
an open-looking race and both 
of ours have shown enough to 
us to justify taking their 
chances," Crisford said. “I think 
we need a few more runners be- 
fore we start feeling comfortable 
about our situation because 
these things have a nasty habit 
of doing U-turns. But we hope 
we're not still out in the woods, 
in the cold." 

After a series of dreadful dis- 

R1CHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Hey Up Mate 
(Carlisle 2.20) 

NB: Flaming Ember 
(Brighton 2-10) 

plays, Godolphin made the de- 
cision to withdraw their horses 
from the racecourse. Each one 
was examined, and each re- 
turned a clean bfll of health. 
“We are still taking tests, but all 
the ones that we have taken so 
far have come back negative,” 
Crisford said. “We have tested 
for everything, and in a way it 
would have helped if something 
had come to fight. We would 
know what was wrong and 
therefore what to do to put it 
right. The end result is a tailed- 
off position, but we don't know 
what's causing iL 

“Everything has been the 
same as it has been in previous 
years but maybe this time some 
of the horses have not been 
good enough. Some, like Clas- 


sic Cliche and Tam&yaz, have 
definitely run way below ex- 
pectations because we know 
where those horses belong. But 
Predappio showed the other 
night that he is a promising sort 
for later on and we've got some 
good older horses, like Al- 
haarth, to come through and 
some nicer younger horses as 
well. All is not lost yet because 
there are five months of the sea- 
son to go and we just have to 
learn to be a little bit patient." 

Sheikh Mohammed is also to 
be represented in his personal 
maroon and white colours at 
Epsom by the Prix Lupin win- 
ner Cloudings, trained in 
France by Andre Fabre. The 
bare form of the colt's efforts 
so far would not win a chutney 
contest at the local WI, but 
there are expectations that 
Goudings will behave like an- 
other progeny of Sadler's Wells 
when he reaches Epsom. 
“Goudings is a nice horse with 
speed who never does more 
than he has to," Anthony 
Stroud, the Sheikh's racing 
manager, said from France yes- 
terday. “Andr6 thinks he is very 
much like Intrepidity and she 
was very stop and start so it was 
remarkable that she won the 
Oaks [in 1993]." 

Derby day may also be the 
jollier for the presence of The 
Fly. who could well join his sta- 
blemate at Barry Hills' yard, 
Musalsal, on the Downs. Stu- 
dents of history would 
doubtlessly be amused to see 
both The Fly and Merry Hamp- 
ton on the Derby scroll of ho- 
nour. 



Buzz horse: The Fly, pictured winning at York two weeks ago, is likely to run in the Derby Photograph: Sporting Life 


Stoute duo are 
Ascot fancies 

Insatiable and Gold Spats, who 
are trained by Michael Stoute 
and who both landed gambles 
recently, were yesterday made 
12-1 and 14-1 respectively by 
William Hdl in their opening 
book on the Royal Hunt Cup 
over a mile at Royal Ascot 
next month. Insatiable earned 
a 71b penalty for the race when 
landing a gamble, from 1 1-2 in 
the morning down to 5-2, at 
Sandown on Monday. 

Royal Hunt Cup: WDtan HU betting 121 
Ircsatiattfl- 14-1 Goto SfcaB. Marengo and Tre- 
gann. 16-1 Bold Words. Dancaig Image, 
Hawks ey Hdl. Winter Romance & Yafe, 20-1 
Cap Juluca. Crown Court Crumpton Hdl. 25- 




2.10 Flaming Ember 
2 AO TayovulEn 
3 JO BON GUEST (nap) 


HYPERION 

3.40 Open Affair 

4JO Rhapsody In White 

4.40 Justinianus 


GOING: Firm (oau-ring Iasi GO- STALIN: bimdv. iHtoepl Im 3f IflGyi* - oiusWe. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low nixmfcr* U-a over -if & Gt. 

I Left-hand, U-alopeil course, undulating and sharp. 

■ Course is oast of town. Follow signposts from town centre. Brighton rail station lm 
(fast service from London, Vicuna). ADMISSION: Club 5 12 (accompanied under- Ills 
free); Tatiemlls S 8 ; Silver RUVK S4 I Inc 14 per carl. CAR PARK: Free 
BLINKERED FIRST TIME: Sever Golf Charge nil. |f>). 

LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: R Hannon - 26 winners [nun 160 runners 
Olaiutoof I0.4*fc gMng a reium loa 31 stake of -Stfl.iN: R AJcefaorat - 20 winners, 
37 runnera, 23.4%, +S27.87: G L Moore - 18 winners, 147 runner*, 12.2%, -Si 1.00; 
S Dow - 1 7 winners, Li4 runners. 13.7%, 410.03 . 

LEADING JOCKEYS: T Quinn - 43 winners, 207 rides. 23.7%. +S2G.82: Pat Eddery 
- 20 winners, 00 rides, 20%, 43.17; G DufScld - 1 7 winners, 08 rides, 17;)%, +523.70; 
J Reid - i 7 winners. II 0 ride. HJH. 444.00. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Flaming Ember (2 10) won ai Wanrtdc on Sat- 
urday: Bon Guest (3.101 won at Nottingham on Friday; Ivory’s Grab Hire (4.40 J wan 
hen? on Friday. LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Manlkno [3.401 sent 103 miles by M 
m Niehoiashi 


FORM GUIDE 

BON GUEST £?ts no penalty tar his two-length win from Cfrafcy Dancer m an 18-oinnerap- 
prermcas' maiden toridcap at Noton^iam las week and may be abte to follow up. That 
was me Kefeah gaMmg's first attempt at a mUe and he can m prove agar, pamaJarty a* 
he was ridden by an nexperienced apprentice tost tme. Bon Guest Is due to go up Just 2to 
in futLse raonfp. as the Nottingham runner-up was 31b out of the handicap. Time Of Night, 
just a head behind in trad, has a 51b pull with Bon Guest now. swig him an obvious chance 
despite hts lOst However, he was unplaced at Yarmouth yesterday. Mr Cube goes off a 
2lb lower mark than when tost successful at Folkestone m September and ran well to be 

inr lengms second to Maijaana at Warrick on Saturday m an amatBuis' handicap, hb should 

go close. Queen’s Insignia was just <wer two lengths behind Mr Cube when they were tfrrt 
and fifth to Kng AtheKtan at Warwick. She was staying on we) and has a 31b pull Gold 
Lance landed an 18-mimer Pontefract seAng handicap tost north over tfas mp. but be 
appeared to lack a turn of foot when fourth to Vartocrou&i led at Bath tost time [Should, 
begrey fifth and Paddy’s Idee llih of 177. so mis sharp note may not be In ha favour. 
Sejaat was well beaten berund Broughtons Formula in Ascot's 28-runner White Rose Hand- 
icap on his reappearance, but he has taker a firmer drop n the wei^iB and Reg Atanurat 
may be able to get another race or two out of him yet. Fort Knox lade a nm since Feoru- 
aiy but cannot be ruled out. Selection: 


Pipe from I 


■liuyne. Devon 


2.10 


EBF FRESHF1ELD NOVICE MEDIAN AUCTION STAKES 
(CLASS E) £4,025 added 2Y0 6 f Penalty Value £2,888 


31 FLAWK EMBER (5) (Ur B SdvmK-BMneri B Meenan 9 4 . 
0 TRUTH TELLER (17) (Mr J C R Hanw B 12. 


01 PERSIAN FORTUNE (17) (MrG l BorMrl W G M TumerS UL 


RHnffiead 

..-Dane 0 -MI 2 
J) UcQaffln (7) 1 
Jl Roberts 3 


0 TWtHtYIWO BLACK ( 10 ) (Mr Daunt M Buferi M Itiiynes 8 7_ 

-4 derived - 

BETTING: 8-15 Haotag Ed Da, 4-1 Train Teller, 9-2 Persian Fortins. 16-1 Ttoentyhw Black 
1S9& Datowy Dancer 2 9 0 B Doyle 3-1 (B Meewn conn (2l 8 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

FLAMING EMBER was beaten a bead ana me same n third to the useful Banmngham Blade 
or hr* debut m ApnJ m a Urygtield maiden mat has worked out Mil and overcame a slow 
start at Warwick on Saturday to score by half a length tram Yorfoes Boy. He had more in 
hand than the oifictol margin suggests and shoJd not be troubled to follow up agrtost these 
rivals. Truth Teller also came up against Banmngnam Blade on Its debut and was beaten 
seven lengths in tost of seven at Windsor. He was a bg drifter in the befflhg then and can 
certainly do better, with the enra furlong likely to suit. Persian Fortune gets a stone from 
Flaming Ember inriuamg her nder's claim and the formof her Southwell (AW) seterwfn has 
been boosted by the neck ruirer-up. EBenbrook, winning twice at the course since, it wrt 
still be a surprise if she & good enough- thougi Sel ec tion: FLAMING EMBER 

SHOHEHAM LIMITED STAKES (CLASS F) £3,300 added 7f 
Penalty Value £2*77 


SEAFDRD SELLING HANDICAP (CLASS G) £2£75 added 
lm 3f 196yds Penalty Value £1^85 

ODOM OPEN AFFAIR (SO) (Mr A FcusnM H AttBry 4 100 OUtbtoB 


13.40 


6503® EITICA£i0U5{2Q}(MnarsiiR3cngCfab)PEafes498_ 
000-00 ASIR0iAffi(13)(Dl M , QtonHunOJBradtey5 98^- — 
00400 BIAZE OFQAK (USA) ( 6 ) (M-EAH3)vrafi J Bratfey £96- 
636200 PRIVATE FIXTURE (31) (Mr John M iadsor) 0 Marts 691.. 

OOO AQUAVnA(24) IMrRGatoert Rttarrcn3B10 — — 

.40004 N 0 ffl£ HBIO (12) (Mr P J Shedfml J 9teefsr 2 SB 

<6006- UGWANA (335) IMr T M .tares) T tones 4 8 6 

45033 MAMUN0(35)<MrSiUMMMereerlMP|pe385- 


-A Edttay (7) 2 B 
— I forte [7)U 
.JFtandi(5)3 
-JMdnOU 
-DMOWU 
— S Oonne 12 

A Daly (5)1 

.R Roberts 5 


-55605 KKW PROTEGE (23) (Mr Retail OeanIMsLJeMg 585- 

54006 BRESR(USA){UB){MrPSweeB^JBn^r884 

35566- DOTS DEE (239) (I* J M rveemeyl J BatSey 8 8 2 

0050- MUSWKK(339) OAMGACowOJ KIR681- 

-13 r 


.DWBamsmT 
— GBsrthel 10 
M Henry (3)9 


.Marita Dwyer (3) 13 


2.40 


1 00000- DANCWG LAWYER (1341 (C] (D) Sovces torvted) B Metftan 6 9 6— R H^bes 7 

2 16060 GWESWR | 6 ) iW Msrmood Al-sraata) R Kanron 4 96 OmffNdll 

3 3KW3 STAND TAIL (87) 'Mr Qms HaOyi Lady 596 M Roberts 4 

4 000-W STATOYORK (7) (D) ito Seymtw Cohn) B HiSs 4 9 £ MHU5 

5 126430 HEVER GOIF CHARGER llOHOTlHnerFbOTg CM>infeugrm\ 3811 _S States 2 B 

6 20024 MANKATO (USA) (13) (Htfrnr.e BoodstoOi D Cx&sv. 3 89 JUtbrenerB 

7 OJ132 TAYDVUUM (61 (D) Ohe Enach ChJbl H!>Vnwn388 £ Rutter B 

-7 declared - 

BETTING: 3-1 Stood Tb*. 7-2StutajnK 9-2 Gmopir. Afaolotu. lSCnjavidfo. 7-1 Osnctag lawyer. 
12-1 Hewr GoV Cbarger 

1998: Farmers 3 8 13 0 Outfield 4-6 fev iSr M Presctrai drawn 161 10 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

TAYOVULUN is due 10 gp up to a hand cap mark of 66 from Saturday having ran Sis Gar- 
den 10 a longm and a tjuaner a«r a mUe here on Friday and has an obvious chare* in this 
0-65 limned stakes getting weight horn an her rivals. In good form on Fibresa nd previous- 
ly, she had Haver Go* Charger (blinkered first time lodayi over four lengths back m trad 
«+ierirtrminga(Southiw*tostrrwntf?aridreopposwonorty2S>v«3r3eferiTis. MenBcato 
may pose the mam ihreaL although he would be better over on «ra furlong. He was keep- 
ing on v.tdi ai Thrrsk dm- wnen foijrth to Law's Boy in a maiden and was running on at 
ihe- unsh having toil his place at halfwa, when second to very easy wnror Victory Team 
over tots mp ai Folkestone last month. Tri? Folkestone ran received a boost when third- 
placed A& 31 I 0 Red won here nert tune S ta toyor k . fourth to an ir-torm Barbason at Lmg- 
neki on he return wtien rated <35. again did not gel much of a ran when in rr*d -division 
behind Gadge at Goodwood last nm* and should figure more prommentfy loday. Stand Tab's 
tales; ran sa-.v him finish thud to Stole Of Caution off a mart*, of 80 et Southwell (AW), but 
he is nothing like as effective on turf. Gwespyr has not ran badly this season, but she may 
snugg*? to gw inis mo Selection: TAYOVULUN 


BE77Mt J-l HoriletM, 9-2 Aquortta, 6-1 Open Affair, 7-1 Noble Hen, 12-2 EfflcactaM, Prhate 
Fbdue, HBrafick, 14-1 otben 

1996: CtHoir Couador 3 7 5 C Adamson (5) 20-1 (R Rcwefl *awn (2) 15 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

The step up to ttfis trip riwulo be very much n MANILENO's favour and the said mg can 
make lus first appearance for Martin Pipe a winning one. Beaten almost ten tanphs wnen 
third to Rock Idand Line over a mlfe at Hamilton last month, he md much better when mak- 
ing the rurmg In a ton-furlong Beverley ctatmer last time, gang (town Just ewer tour lengths 
ntfwri to Gar® for Brahe, bang darned out of times Hettertan's yard for £4jOQO. He « 
bred for this sort of trfo. Open Affair was staying on weM vrtien a dose ftwth of 20 to Pen- 
drilno at Rpon last month and has every chance on that showng despite carrying lOst 
AquavHa. a Kalatfow Rly. takes a step up m distance and a big drop in dass on her hand- 
icap debut although sfyrs of ability in far maiden company hare been hard to find. The 
longer tnp may help long-nme maiden Bfase or Oak. while stabiemate Dots Dee has a 
lengthy absence to overcome but may be able to Ague off her low mark. NcMe Hero gave 
a tittle encouragement in fourth to Sly Fleetfoot at Nottingham last time. Selection: 

REGENCY MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3.300 added 3YD lm Penalty Value £2^77 

1 AEGEAN fThatokJsSnxOR Hannon 90 DmO’NeflA 

3 ■» BAfflURTBAUAD (IB) (Baduy Racing) MHeaovSs 90 _SDiwme3 

3 024-3 RHAPSODY WVmflEC^^OxtsoraStoersonJMJarm 90 J> BtoaofidB 1 

4 OOO BBlE(29'MrGMTcfls1JT<taB9 _S Sander* 2 

—4 iln i lit md- 

BETTVfG: 2-6 RfiapiDdy In Wbita, 4-1 Aegean, 10-1 Barfiuy Broad, Fabfcr 
1996: Corraene Quest 3 8 9 R Nugnes 20-1 (M Channon) ten (61 9 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Unless Richard Hannon’s newcomer Aegean, who c bred to need radde ^stances, turns 
out to he useful, tins should be a stra&itfofearai task for RHAPSODY w WHITE. Mcnaei 
Janus's colt dead-heated for second otooe behind Bitiyab at Warwick last season and made 
a pleasing return at me same course when three lengths thud to Zoom Up thes rnomn. Fa- 
ble has shown only a very hue ab*aty n her three starts but is much preferred n Barbury 
Baflad, who has been caled off fast m both ms runs. Sefoctfon: 


4.10 


4AO 


CLAYTON HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4,023 added 6f Penalty 
Value £3^00 

545-10 SC 2 JNQ {231 (COT (*.tis p A4ier?R Hawon 5 100 Dane Otari 2 

430001 tVORFS GRAB HREM) (CO) Oti Dean toyiKbtxy 4 100 lieu— Martin 4 B 

60200- PRH)E OFHAYUNQ (220) ffOT ^ M &acrrtleS(lj PHeflgy 69 13 SDroww 5 

-14K0 «mHDOTFRKM»S(in(n<UisDRtt«nseCJ0iW4^ DBtggsBB 

045542 SHARPMP(Q(CO}<U$GMTam0rtailRRoicr79 7 D Hofand 7 B 

324650 TEAR WHITE (15) [A W Lawai A Co DB‘ T Kbn 395 AWbetoo (3)12 


3JL0 


FLANAGAN AND ALiHN HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3^00 added 
lm Penalty Value £3409 

:C6<T HMOMLDU (FT?) {2131 if,lr Tony Ui.-raviT MiHs 4 100 -GBvtfMl* 

00030 TOE OF NIGHT (USA) (1) (W 4 LB Kacttll'R Guest 4 100 PBoborikMU 

COOO-O SEWAL (29) (DJ 'll JJQn S»cwi (? AKdhurS 53 1J StCTSbaS 


503044 TTSFTBSKTFARMBtdOT (OT'ifirCJBinn< WGM turner 49 3_ _p McOafBn (7) 3 

40000 SHEKZHT0 (12) ID) IMr 1 Mrs G fAJSecrac*-) H J 6 L2 AUcOorcl 

0-400- SMOWG BESS (2081 ifirtr E J Mangmi J iwg 4 89 J! Fbaodi (5) 8 


302323 JUSTWWCUS|6)(m(BR'JArURPascaffijadfff58e_ 


-A My (5) U 


4 I 6 W FORT KNOX (114) (C) (Pi IVra q m ^fckting) Rawer 6 9 9.. 
200-00 PADDYS RKX |ll>t iUis R G Vv^flrrvani M Barawd 69 7— 
TO-000 MUU1 FRAHCHSE(U4) (CD) 'Mr RMFkrrorlR Flw.tr 4 96- 


-DHvilB 
_F Norton 14 
..Jt Price 3 


0050-5 QUEEWS INSIGMA (USA) (24) (D) Mr W H Ponsanby) P Cde 494 MttnmerlS 

004104 GOID LANCaiO) (D) (T.Vr 3st«jra Wa-taHJ ? CTScJ w 4 9 2 .TGMdotfrtntt 

Off 0-0 SOVEREIGN CREST (14) -:Mrs B Su»tai C H*gjn J 9 2 \ Adam 2 

00032 MR CUBE (5) ( 0 ) if-ti fl Mies' J Bradey 7 92 MDsy78 

_W J O’Connor 13 
I tones V 


WXH) HOMESIEAD ( 12 ) (Mr Geoffrey C Gramtutl] R ttrrai 391. 

J5O05 SHOUUTBESREV (Ml IPI <Mr Sian A totyi WMi«r4 S JO 

164626 HKTIA SUNSHUC (USA) ( 2 Q (DllUr RKrenam GLMooreTS 10 - 

2J5051 BON GUEST ( 6 ) ID) (Ur I J Naugnon 1 T Nau^isn 368 

000-00 EUR0SUPERSDW(FIQ(10)iEiiaSBMUhS0bM386 

- 15 derived - 


JMeGtsoaS 
-RPertram 10 


BETTWG: 11-2 Bon Guest. 13-2 Fbrt Knox. 8-1 Time Of Mght Ur Cube, 10-1 Queen's fantefe Gold 

lance. Honrestead, Sboridbegrey, 12-1 ohms 

1998: Bubne Wn$ 4 9 u V Smtfi 7-2 tav >SttotxHl drann (lOi 15 ran 


1 
2 
3 

4* 

5 

6 

8 

9 

10 

11 103000 TACHYCARDM(23)(C) (D)lMrClraaiWUneiR{TSu£ton534 S Sanders 10 

12 000600 HALBERT (12) (Q (D) lUr Bi2 Gamvtai M Uffe 8 7 13 DRMcCTOeSV 

_ _ 

BETTMG: 4-1 Juriktenm, S-l Stani 6-1 State*. Not/* «re, 8-1 Tear Wthe, TwJiy- 
eardia. 12-1 Pride Of Hajring. Wltboot ftfands, Tbe Frtefcy Fanaar, 14-1 attars 
1998; Always Grace 4 8 12 Owe O'Neill 13) 1«-1 iCay KHew3>'i Wan I3i 10 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Ivory's Grab Hire carries a 7 lb penalty tar hre course and distance mi last Friday and wiO 
struggle to confirm superiority over runner-up sharp HP. who has a length and a Quar- 
ter io make up. A dual course and distance winner. Sharp tmo ran well on that return Imm 
a sot-week break, teadmg oirer a furlong out and only losing cut we* msMe the last. He was 
a length re front of thkd-ptaced JustManus and meets ram just a pound worse. Justini- 
anus Is running well and was second of 17 to Apodo Red over an eara furlong here on May 
6. with Sbzfing 11th. Tachycardia 12th and Halbert 14th. Sating had beaten Justn- 
enuB re a course and distance da mvsr previously but vras reopposreg on IS® worse terms. 
Without Friends had Sharp Imp a length Derand when third to Spender here on Apnl 11 
and goes off a Tib lower mark, meeting the selection 3JU better otter weigh; for age. With- 
out Friend's two subsequent deteats nave come in a cianner here and a handicap on soft 
ground at Wreosor. so he hBS every chance. Selection: SHARP IMP 


3J20 


HYPERION 

220 Lrtaiand Pride 2JSQ Densben &20 St Halne 
3.50 Jack Flush (nb) 420 Ned's Bonanza 4^50 
The Buttervnck Kid 


GOING: Firm. STALLS: Inrido, exetpi lm Of - centre. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: High from 7Tu> lm rtf. 

■ Bight-hand, undulating come. Run-tn of 350jrfc. 

■ Course b on aoisbem ouuktm of town. ADMISSION: Club 
£12 (QAPsA under-Sln 50): Taaenalb £8 (OAPs A imder-SIs 
£.*!). cab PASS: On ralla £.1 (including occupants); rest free. 
BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Ohaoooagaln i.vtuort-d} (4410). 
WINNERS IN THB LAST SEVEN DAJS: Alttwoo’s Mole (2LAO) 
won at Doncaster on Saturday. 

LONG-DHtAXCE KUNNESS.- SarranaJr fuss been sent J&! 

mOea by G McOoun from Lticombe Regb. Cbdordahirc 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 


2J20 


SANDS MAIDEN AUCTION STAKES 
(CLASS E) £4,025 added ZYO 6f 

55 UKBAIO PRDE 04) P Bens 8 10 K Fatal 10 

5 lOCHDBff(25)MJtf«tcn810 J Warner 2 

663 WM90HE GEORGE ( 11 ) C Fartust 8 10 N Remedy 5 

0 HEY UP HATE (28) J Beov 8 7 K Dartay 13 

322 QUIZ UASIBl OB) mEWwmes 8 7 IQitnaB 

00 ASPRUA (17) B Amn 8 4 PFteMy(3)> 

HA 1 F A KMCXER R Fahey 8 4 AQ*riM« 


SORCERJES MAUEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£4*900 added lm 

0- OeCRAL MONTY (21® f Baron 5 9 KMctorti Aro«y(7) 5 

5ABUU34J J Chartiai 5 9 10-- PFaawy (3)8 

60 < y v y t Y (USA) (12) D Naan 4 9 ID Ji Rodar 1 0 

LAKEAIBA(I33)MsANaj$>Xl495 N Omnorfo n4 

MPERMLIMEAMdtafarri3 812 CFad taer(5) 9 

KMXPOMT M Torhrtri 3 8 12 J 6 

0- R«VUE(225) EWBpnes3312 

0 SHARBADAMD (13) LCunanl3812 1W«*«J 

SPARE MYBUBHESB McMahon 38 7 Lftatool 

5- STBlABe(CAfO CM) DLoder3S7 ADertay2 

-10 derived • 

BETTING: lr* * Brine. 7^ SberftofeM. IS - 1 Rriwe. 20-1 S*», ta 
pertri Une, Spare My Bkniiea, 33-1 rrtbere 

SWIFTS HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4,025 
added 3YO lm 

-00M0 RUDE AritARHONG (12) C fiaitus 9 7 —One McBtaM 7 

■00631 JACK RUSH (129 (OT B RodMri 9 2 f 

362164 WBEIAIBSff (12) (OTttHcRneneadS 1 — D©itiWie(B4 

003-60 SPARKY (12} M W Eastarfa 8 10 G Partita (5) SB 

040- COTtAUSUM){232)JR0GeQta88 KMim3 

350152 MRROR FOUR SPORT (12) SQ M AlhnstDn 7 12 

Meat Cheat! [7)1 

6 «io amoQUEsr(36)DMdtfc7io iQ““i 2 


aso 


-7 


LORD OF LOVE T EaEtriby 8 4 . 


-Dean MeKacMB 14 

06 RUSSUN ROMEO (21) B Mdteni 84 1 Newton 3 

5 THE CAWriE ROVER 08) MW Ereterfa 84 _G Partita^ 7 

5 TMMVA (S4) PEted 84 —.. JUndnU 

0 WHA«BM»|2« RHOMB* 8 4 J Carol 12 

5 CATCH HE RAMOW (12) J G SnrivOsbwne B ZT Sprrita 6 
3 MDCHA(U]MBeia2 M Fenton 1 


4.20 

1 0000-0 

2 6-6050 

3 042002 


-14 declared - 

BETTWB: 3-1 Quiz Matter, 7-2 Laketnd Pride, 7-1 to ch dae a , 10-1 Wn- 
•araa George, Hay Up Itate, Lort Of leva, 12-1 erim 


230 


BATTLE HOLM HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£4,025 added 7f 
•62243 MYTTOMS MSIAXE (&9][D) A Bafiqr 4 9 10 J! Farimer (5) 8 

02060 STACKATTACK (11) Mis J Ffansden 4 9 B JFartmalS 

650161 AUJNSOirS MATE (5) TD Barren 9 9 6_Jta Hat (7) 14B 
060233 RYMS7S RASCAL (10) E A&or 59 5 4CUbrae6 


Mn net#* 7a ICO. True fi'rap weehts Dona FBpa 7st 9b, Raae 7a Sb. 
BETnwe 7-2 ABrmn'a Mete, 8-1 Stackattack, Bbttareod Sun, 7-1 Sbaotabe, 
10-1 Rpnar’t Rascal, 12-1 Myna** Mstake, Danabeo. IB-1 oihara 


SETTING: 64 Jack Ruth. 7-2 Ifcrar Four Sport, 6-1 Spartqr. 7-1 Wtet 
And See, Eunnpiect H Rude Aretaatag. 20-1 Corel bland 

DENTON HOLM LIMITED SIAKES (CLASS 
F) £3^00 added 5f 

ASStQMMBIT (17) (D) Mrs L SattE 11 9 3 TSprefcel 

BARRANAK(129(OTGMcC0tft593 — — I Wearer 8 

EEATHERSTOME IANE (33) (D) fifes LSd(i4 69 3 

Dean Mriteown 7 

ffiE COWS A STAR (12) (COT J Car 9 B 3 Critana 12 

NBTS BONANZA (19) (D)M 00*89 3 SWMbMrtb4 

RENNTHOIME (26) PI AMutwtend 6 9 3_G Ratener (5) 2 

SOAKED (7^ DChapmaU 93 — Pfa»ay(3)9 

DOMBElf (13)(CO)TEaetotiy5go. ICanoBB 

LAV«IA{2D(OTJFit£araU4 90 „XFafcnS 

OMtONOTMMM (7) L Uojrt-farw 5 9 0 __l Oamodi 11 V 
SMG WIIH THE BAND (5) (OT B MOttnn 6 9 0 X Newton 3 

MUNGO PARK (19) lAi J femsden 3 8 9 1 Fortune 13 

LUNAR MUSIC m m Ron Thcranon 3 8 6N ConaatM 10 


4 30000 

5 50000 

6 550405 

7 -62056 

6 202-05 

9 OOOOO 

10 50500 

11 oooooo 

12 OOOOO 

13 436000 


P-0510 BMCHWOOO SUN (5) (O (D) M Dads 7 9 3-.T Sprekc 12 B 

060042 SH0NTAnC(2U(OTUJritair4812 J Weaver 10 

-00400 CEE-ttY-O'0.7) (CO) J Beny 10 8 12 KItariqrS 

10000 NORTHDBI JUDGE QK) (D) A teres 4 B 11 MFardoe 4 

10004 DStSBSI (3) (C) DSmafi 13 8 il XMai7 

00006 EURD SCOffC (10)[Di T Efldzrby 5 B S_R Wineton f7) 13 B 

500463 HDORTOO) (D) D Chapnvi 6 8 6 PFessay(3)l 

0504-0 JAVA RED (43) J HcGoaM S 8 6 LCtanodcll 


-Udedarad- 

BE7T1N& 114 DnMp, 4-1 Mm<o Park, 6-1 NMheretone lane. 10-1 
Barranak. Hetf* Bonama, 10-1 Soaked, La VoR^ 12-1 otbais 

WILLY HOLM HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£4j025 added lm GT 32yds 


4J50 


015000 PLEASURE IRKXfmo) Don Emm tnsa 68 2J(taiIMtar 9 

06500 DONA FUPA (6) Msa L SUdal 4 7 10 NCadfta2 

-00000 RXm£(10)DNriai4 7l0-._ I QetanS 

-IS 


1 0-1211 HEBUTlBNMCKiaD(10)(OTBFahey4 9l3(5ad 

R Winston (7)2 

2 111003 BfTTCMW{15}RHoin£hro89lO_J>&flMh6(91 

3 04260 ANCHOfiStA (19) D Bater 5 9 3 KDartayS 

4 514)46 DURGAMSnST(19{Q(D)MsMFMey5812^Crihree4 

-4 declared - 

BETTWB: 4-5 Ike BaManrtek «. 7-2 ta Hw Moray. 6-1 Drepree fist, 
13-2, 


fo onl BRITANNIA SMPIY MORTGAGES TfCAP 
1 1 CHASE (CLASS E) £4^50 added 2m 5f 


HYPERION 

200 Acsdou n Z30 Grizzly Bear 3JD0 Oversman 
330 Blazer Moriniere 400 TTie Tolseach 400 
King Toros 500 Sweet Little Briar 


GOING: Good to Firm iGood In places). 

■ Leil-hand course. Run-in of 170yds. 

■ Course viuth-easi of town near B5017. ADMISSION: (3ub 515 
n3AP»5 12); TanasaBsSlO (OAftirT; Oom Si. CAR PARK: PVw. 
BUNKERED FIBST TIME: Tb under Road (200). 

WINNEKS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Acn|ou CO (ti.00) won 
at Hexham on Saturday. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Bite Governor (2.00) & Red Wpw 
f-UWl sem 236 miles by N Lampard from Kingib ridge. Devon. 


144P3E EARUTM0RHWGUCW{12)P)CfteatS3120ilDrewady 

143214 HEMET REGATTA P Raftnl 9 11 0 SBrimm^i 

5065U3 BAIUf PARSON (11) R DKtei 11 10 B. ICMaty 

33F112 BLAZHI fiKWPIBIE CFR) (7) P fttthens 8 10 7 S Fas 

304213 HORDC VALLEY (IS) M Rp9 6 105 A P McCoy 


2001 BRITANNIA UNISON NOVICE HURDLE 
1 (CLASS D) £3J50 added 2m Af 110yds 


104022 S M W (13) Mss l Sabi 5 120 RDuwmdy 

341311 ACAJOU D (FR)B) (D) G fotads9117 PCarbeny 

4RE14 SEAB8O0K LAD (44) M WHonswi 6 11 7 WMacaton 

P31435 RIVBIBAJfit ROSE (27) W Day 6 11 2 G Tonney V 

321243 GNE AND 7AME [131 M Poe * 11 1 ^PMcCUyB 


665U6P NaRnSMQPnMSr(2qBUe«ea)n9101JI 
)G5P0 BR MP TON BkHIE (7)(OTDChan)e«8100 RJobnaon 

_ j rfiirlin tf _ 

BErttHGc 94 Blazer Mortaiere, 7-2 NonScValey, 4-1 Eariynonitag Light, 
BaBy Parson, 6-1 Healey Ra$rtta, 20-1 otben 

BRITANNIA BONUS HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS C) £5000 added 3m HOyds 

-F1E30 BJELHQS DU MOUN P6) (IF) G Hchatts 5 12 0 JP Cafoeny 

0SW6F TRAGIC WROD^M Pipe 5 U 13 APMcCr^B 

304121 T>CTO«SEACHflSHOTjranah9*e6115 JOrtwmeV 

2122PP NORIHERN SQUIRE (42) (D) J Jeffoson9 10 8 J-Wjer 

005462 MOVWG OUT (19) Mbs H hraffl 9 10 5. IFOTtoy 

-54311 D0NDUCADRAN(190)tCOTTFmv8100 — ATbontat 

132622 BE3»fflDFiIBT(22)Waay6100 STbrawy 

-7 


4M| 


S> BETiMLIStKll9)MsNMacaria51lO. 

3PW34 EUIE GOVERNOR l<^Nl^npBd 8 UO CWaM(31 

20-CP MR BOJANGLES (19) IWtans6 110 I Osborne 

P6 TRENIS1DE MAJOR (Q C Smth 5 11 0 Ml 

-00005 M0UESR.VERS(19) JKOessrel51D9 — WI 

135M POPPlfS DREAM (24) J Warar 7 109 WWa nwo n 

— ii doctored ** 

BETTING: 5-2 Acajou IK. 4-1 Saatauak tod. 5-1 Sereanta, e-1 Ore And 
TPta. 7-1 Puppy* Dream, 12-1 Rtwrtnnk Ron, 18-1 othan 


Mi ire(^ lOrt 7r» ireipec Om Ou CMan 9X 10b. BeacMeb ^w-9« Sb. 
BETTVtft 7-4 Edatads Du Mouta, 7-2 The Totaereh. 1U Movtag Out, 
7-1 Ttadcftao. B-IOcbi Ou Cadrao. BeacMeUF^er, J4-1 NcrriMnSqata 


4^0 


BRITANNIA SAVERS NOVICE HUNTER 
CHASE (CLASS H) £1,500 added 2m 5f 

221111 KW6TDRUS(12)(OT VDartna*7 12 6 — MrJJUtas(5) 

5521U MUSKERffrM0VA(13) JCkfoseeaiilM** ACrwiwo(7) 
0000-1 BEYOND TIC STARS (47) nMfiams6120-MrM Rhnel (3) 
P1PU CAICHPHRA8E(l«{D)AADoy7i20 doubtful 


2.30 


WELLMAN PLC NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
D) £5 pOO added 3m 2f 

006 IPS GRC21YBEAR (17) (CD) R Strang 7 11 8 A P McCoy 

056F1P 7HUNDER ROAD (6) Mss H IVB0V 6 11 8 ICdOtyB 


1 

2 

3 360PP DOCTOR DUWRI (bQ Mis V WW 8 11 2_. J R I 

4 8¥224 MAS7B?cniSAD«(8)01WtaTsnil2.1lrSDuradt(7) 

5 3P0PP5 MJSKAL 187(8) P Pnntad 6 11 2 — R Supple B 

6 1 POPS ACADB4Y (S3) C WCedcrt 6 11 2. M Rfctardt 

7 S5654U QUKAU. CROSSETT (3) E Care 12 11 2 -Mr E BaUi0sn (7) 

8 P33F1 THEMOREYDUKNOW (IS) M Weaon 8 11 2 JArU Hards 

-Bdadared- 

BETTOG: 9-4 Grisly Bear, 3-lT)mdcr Road. 9-2 Pop* Academy, 5-1 Mas- 
ter Crusader. 13-2 Tbemorayoefcnow, 16-1 MaricaJ HR, 33-1 otben 


3.00 


BRITANMA 5 YEAR FIXED NOVICE hTCAP 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £3^00 added 2m 

0311F2 StWEJ? MBK (IB) (OT Lte M Peretey 5 11 10 PfOren 

605113 RADMORE BRANDY (9 (CD) G Wads 4 10 13 J{ Dwioody 
0251 OVERSMAN (22(D) JFC£eraM4 1013 PCarbeny 


5 26442P DAIBiRHYniAM (U)GACoombe3 12 0 J4rTLane(7) 

6 3P 0RAG0NSB*Y(15)Mr,MReveie»8120 MrSSwiare 

7 -2P424 EVERSO UQSH 02) J Ttoocn 3 12 0 MrJBame*{7) 

8 IW6B43 TH1APOTKY (11) T Hilda 12 0 Mr A Mddtatoo (7) 

9 -1F12F TRUE FtWnjNE (S) pF) John Moorp 712 OklfDS Jones (7) 

10 16B303 VERY DARING (15 J rtrt 7 12 0 Mae S Sharatt (7) 

U PSPPFU THOWGflLLfll) FMaWieveT 119— -tibR WWffr (7) 
12 FJ CWttSMASTW€(aSMrsPGrar»r5117JdrAP«ia(7) 

- 12 declared - 

BETTING 3-lTtoFarhnt, 7-2 RngToras, 9-2 Muttony Moya, 31-2 Catch- 
phrase, 10-1 Bayond The Stars, Tanapcrtry. 16-1 otben 

KdTAhWIA MAIDEN OPEN NH FLOT RACE 
(CLASS H) £1,500 added 2m 

P BE BJXMOMMDED flOT Miss P Wnffle 5 11 5 J»Mven 

6 DARK HORSE (19) CBruote 5U5._ -.JIBenyrT) 


5j00 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 

a 

9 

10 

> 10 fltftlPTflri " 

10 s. Joe weffts: foefero 9s JTt, Atfn (eafw 9a as, fime & 

BETIWG: 7-2 Oreremaa. 4-1 Rad wure Bnredy, 5-1 SSrer ton, 8-1 So- 
ciety tart, Tbne Loader, ApaOena, Alptai Laatbar, 10-lotbare 


061413 BU)T0FT(11J (CD) (BF) S(%dregs5 107 — JIAI _ 

Q&CJ6 RED VKR (IS) N Unpaid 5 10 4 .C Webb (3) 

OXK SOCGY OIL PG) J Olbea 4 10 3 R Sonde 

425C6: TOE LEADER (44) ROictiri 5 10 0 JCsSoty 

F005 APOUOHOfTB) R Lee 5 10 0 ^.Rtataeqa 

055552 ALPHA LEATHER (22) L toS3d< 6 10 0 tail 

00300 FREND (15) K Baiev6 10 0 Nl 


1 

2 

J 

4 

5 

6 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
Id 

15 

16 


50 MI'S ELECTOC (B) 7 keddy 5 U 5 

0 SPANISH SECRET (33) Nwmown 5115— M A Wig a udd 


,J? Johnson 


2 STDRMH1U STAG (K P Bowen 5 115 ,_.L Cwnmtas (7) 

00 THE CHASE (34) J Jeflerjcr 6 11 5 LWrer 

4 AMUKH (82) J Bar/ 4 11 0 D Pater 

0F4FD0 CAHERMQNEUIff(12)RVrtvEter6110 .OPeare 

60 MNCMG M RR] (19) T PWafche 5 11 0 LSuthare(7) 

00 DENSTAR (78) J Whde 4 n FQutalra (7) 


JrirF()Btatoi(7J 


56 MriflBEUE (B) D 'fitarc, 5 11 0 _ 

4 01 MOTHER {19){eF>DtataSbn5U0 _RMassay(to 

0 STOP ( 19)0 Brennan* 110 EHoband (3) 

04 SWEErUTTlE8RMR(19)G Eterenr 6 HO RDuowoody 

IX TV&VE CLUB (27) K Baiev 4 11 0 NRUtansori 

0 POSfUP R0TA1Z (19) L liossWi 4 109 MfJ&ata* 

- 16 dadarfld - 

BE711N& 4-1 « Mother, 11-2 Antorefc, Sweet utfle Briar, 8-1 TTtmilril 

Stag. 19-1 Dak Horaa, MMbete. Ttaaiva Ctah, 1A-1 ottan 


RACING RESULTS 


CARTMEL 

2.00: 1. PALACE RIVER ID J MoifatU 3- 
1; 2. Summer Princess 11-14 3. Queen’s 
Counsel €-4 fav. 10 ran. 2. 1 fD MoffatL 
l. Tot*: £3 20: £1.20. £3.10, £1.50. Duel 
FbrecasL £23.10. Compuer Straight FbrecasC 
£32.6L Tno: £3.10. ScUng race: there ivas 
no t>d tonne winner. 

2^0: 1. INDIAN JOCKEY lA P McOOTI 4 
6 fav; 2. Blazing Dawn 7-2: 3. Cardenden 
20-1. A ran. 5, 8. IM Pipej. Tote: £1.60. 
Dual Fyecnst £1.70. CamputofStraighl Fore- 
cay: £3.09. 

^ THE E\DEPEIVDE]NT| 

RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 +1 


LIVE COMWENTARIES 



ALL COURSES RESULTS 

0891 261 970 


|Crf.n»ea|>pH-»ilMlamyf.fa«B«WKlA4N| 


3.00: 3. KORNBIOWER (NtaCFonf) 11- 

8 tav; X FordHoMn 14-1; 3. Acmes The Card 
4-1. 10 ran. 6. 3-/:. (Richard Form. Tote: 
£2,30: £1.50, £1.90, £1.10, DF: £1220. 
CSF: £20.67. Tno: £16.40. 

335: 3- « GOOD FAITH (C McCormack) 

7 4 faw 2. SaBteU Wng 71: 3. Dantes 
Amour 94. 8 ran. S, 6. U Qunnl. Tote: 
£2.90: £1.10, £1.40. £1.70. DF: £750. CSF: 
£14.77. 

4.05: L GOOD HAM) (P Hvenl 3-1; 2. 
Jessofle 1-2 to 3. Ocmt Ten Amy 33 -L 

9 ran. 5, 10. IS KetHeirefi). Tote: £330; 
£1.10. £1-30. £3.90. DF: £170. CSF: 
£4.88. Tno: 510.20. 

43& L HIGHLAND WAY <PCart»ty) 4- 
1: 2. t#8» Bridge 6-5 far; 3. Supertop 2- 
L 6 ran. *. V* (Martin Todhuntert. Teto: 
£4.40; £L50. £1.70. DF: £5.00. CSF: 
£9.20 Tncait £10.93 Non Punnet: 
Lorigcfott. Precipice Run. 

PtecepoC £4.70. Quadpot £2.50. 

Place St £4.03. Pface S: £3.04. 

FOLKESTONE 

2-20: 1. SONCSHEET (P P Mieptayt 14 
2; 2. TlwFrigatM) 14-U X Putt foThi Pten- 
1*7-4 t*r.cufl» 9 ran. IV.. ■/,. (M Saunders 
VWUS). Trite; £750: £2^0. £3.90. £1 io' - 
Dual Forecast: £d3.10. Computer Sira cm 1/ 
Forecast £72.18. Tnosr a71.18. Tm " 
£28.10. 

2J».a.SWHTAUIAWC(OHa m saii U 

L 2. Bermuda Triangle 40-1: 3. Sturt r 
tBng 12 L 12 ran. 5-4 fav Sain Maw rgm 


T 


Yi.. IV.. (R Akehura. Epsom). Tote: £23.00; 
15.00, £1130. £3.10. OF: £386.50. CSF: 
£415.63. Tnm not won (pool of £199.21 car 
nee forward W Cassia 2.50 rodayi. Non Run- 
ner. Eleventh Dtfite. Alter a aerrards mqurr. 
me result stood. 

3JO: 1. ISffOFF iK Darieyi 14-K Z Rrav 
tan Rom 11-2: 3. Gumalr W-L 30 ran. 11- 
10 fav Rorerttmo (5th). 2-!,. l. tS WBiams, 
Nenrrurift). Tote: £15.50; £2.60. £230. 
£2.30. DF: £10^50. CSF: £90/16. Tno: 
£ 110 * 0 . 

3^6d JL DANISH RHAPSODY (Dedan 

O-Sheai.-12-l: 2. Virtual RMfity 13-2: 3. Ef- 
fectual 2-1 fav. ID ran. Nk. 6. (Lady Her 
nes. Uifleh8*n(WJn). Tote: £11.10. £2.20. 
£22-0, £3J0. DF: £33.70. CSF: £83.42. In 
cad. £206J.0. Tno; £55^0. 

4JZ5: 1. 3ANWCUFFE (M HBsl 13-2: 2. 
Ar NydY too* 11-2:3. CJjrtfiaHB Lad 33- 
1. 14 ran. 7-2 fav Abtaal. 1%. L iB Hills. 
Uimboum). Trite: £9.40: £2 90. £2^0. 
£A SO Iff: £66.50. CSF; £4121. Tno: not 
(p«y of £41117 earned town » Cafisle 
todav). 

4JK i. wars wh> (G cwfieM* sj *w 

_ Ladvbower 14-1: 3. Zkbran 20-L 7A ran. 

IV.-. ic wan. NemiflrteO. Trite: £2-30: 
£3.50, £4.30. £2.50. OF: £12.50. CSF; 
£19.72. Trio: £102.10. 

5JR t- FARLEY GREEN (C RutMf) U-S 
fav: Z. Goodbye Getenw U-2: 
nBa6.1.Urali.Mt.5.(HC3ntfy.ljftraff>- 

Tara: J2.70; £L-», £22(1 £lltt DF:£fi-ra 

CSF: s&38. Tno: £19.80. 


Jadraob not won; pool Of £52528 88 ear- 
ned forward to CJrisifi IMS)’. 

PtecepoC £9217.20. QuadpoC £174.00. 
Place fc £1,349.05. Place 5: £791.64. 


YARMOUTH 

ZJUK 1. ARM ANO A LEG (J StadO 8-1: 
2. Eurofen 33-1: 3. Sana Rhrato 3-1. 6 ran. 
4-6 fav Fairy Domino (4th). Hd. sbt-hd. (C 
Dwyer. Pfewmaiteu. Tote: £6.90: £190. 
£5.00. DF: £78.70. CSF : £154.07. Winner 
bought m (or 4,000 guineas. 

2j 4& 1. HEAVENLY RAY fKFatonl 2-1 lav; 
2 . Muhtafcl 11-4: 3. Blowing Away 16-1. 

10 ran. 1. Z (J Fanshawe. NewmaiteO. Tote 
£2 . 7ft £150. £120. £2.50 DF: £4 30. CSF: 
£7.20. Tno: £57.40. 

3J0: 1 OUR WAY ©Ooyiei 8-1 2. Cata- 
wa nd e r 3-1 Ji fav; 3. Poker Prtnce a e 8-1 

11 ran. 3-1 A tav Racing Heart l4th). Ha, 2 
IC Bream, Newmaitet). Tote: £8.00: £2.10, 
£130. £2.70. DF: £1&30. CSF: £23.45. Tn- 
oast £189.98. Tno: £19.50. 

3.4S LSAffiY AKA IWR^an) 9-1:2. Mej. 
ro»amk»6-l: 3. Ertion 9-2. IS ran. 5-2 fav 
Gymciafi Byer. Vs Vj. IB Han bury, Mewmar- 
Jet!. Tote: £1120; £2.50. £2.10. £190 
DF: £33.10. CSF: £56.63. Tncasc £266.06. 
Tno: £59.90. 

4J5: 1 DAWN SUMMIT fj SSXti.) ll-d- 
2. ZafaraU 8-1 3. Fortune Hopper 13-8 
fav. 5 ran. Nk. 2. IB Hanbuiy. Ncwmarteti. 
Tom: £3J0: ELIO. £3.40. DF: £14.80 cSf : 
£1993. 


A-A5-- 1 BLOCKADE (Mcola Crte) B-1-, 2. 
tare Honda 7-2: 3. Edperto 5-2 lav. 12 ran. 
3. 7*- iM Beil. Nwmarteu. Tote: £7.50: 
£19a H60L £190 Dud Fwecatt' £12.40. 
CSF: £34.84. TncasD £86.85. Tote Tito: 
£27.00. 

PlaccpaC £499.20. Quadpot: £22.40. 
Plan B: £488.62. Place 5: £32.80. 

HEREFORD 

&30: J. NAME OF 6M FATHER iftjphrv 
son) 4-5 fain 2. PetialtttiMinatai 16-1 3. 
Rrimantie Warrior lfi-1 10 ran. 17«. 16. 
P Barer). Tale; £180: £110. £280. £280. 
Dutf ftncoa: £980. Careuter Slra^it Fore- 
cast £16.95. Tree £67.00. fttm Runnar Tu- 
dor Town. 

7.00: 1 RAOAN ROAD (KGaulej 8-K 2. 
spring To It 3-1 A tiv: 3. Pandora's Prtte 
25-1 IS ran. 3-1 A few Lnuffrdoo. lit 3. 
(Miss a EmbuictK). Tote: £18.80; £3.60. 
£190. £380. Dft £13.80. CSF: £33.62. Tn- 
cast £584.®. Tno; £134.10 1 part won, pool 
of £113^3 earned forward to tomorrow). Non 
Runners: jay Jay's Voyage. Jonps Chudeiffi. 
Top h All. PJo bid for tiw winner. 

NEWBURY 

S.SS: 1 COMPRAOORE U Quinn) SI; 2. 
KfM 3-1 : 3. Shaffonrs Honour 14 1 10 
ran. 9-4 fav John Femetov. %. Vi. (M Btm- 
shart). Tatar £6.00: £1.90. £160. £350. 
Dual Forecast: £10.40. CSF: £18.68. Trio: 
£43.40. 


GaO: 1 DOUBLE COUD iKFelien) 31; 2. 
Ludo 14-1: 3. Mr BMtitestkitre 8-11 fav. 
8 ran. 5. 17«- (B Meehan). Tote: £3.60: 
£130. £150. £3.20. DF; £15.60. CSF; 
£36.67. Tno: £4.93. Non Runner. Chief Preda- 
tor. 

ft5Jh 1 ALWAYS AUGHT (J (Jural 9-1 
2. WWte Endr 100-30 fair. 3. RHW 8-1. 7 
ran. 1, 2. (K Burvei. Tote: £12.20: £3.70. 
£2.10. DF: £11.80. CSF: £32.07. Trtcast; 
£205.91 Trio: £178.00. Non Runners: 
Manssb. Mneacm. 

7-20: 1- WINSOME WOOSTER ID Hare- 
SOhl 33-1 2. Steppes Blow 12-1; 3. Sharp 
IMaffl6-l 15 ran. 4-1 favKrwbUeeneaB. 
•I-. l'/L IP Muphyl. Tate: £44.00: £8.60. 
£450. £J,60. Dual Forecpsc £228.20. 
CSF: £349.39. TncesC £5.980.68. Non 
ftnrw: Bummer GrtfTroo. Tito: £87690 Qtart 
non. pad of £864.59 earned f or wa rd to to- 
morrow). 

RIPON 

6.40: 1 PRINCELY HSR (J Wearer) 11- 
4 fav; 2. Batstong 10-1 3. teofric 20-1 
18 ran. 2, V.. (M Johnston), Tote: £3.70: 
£2.1Ci. £2.30. £6.10. bf: £19.90. CSF: 
£27.92. Trio: nm won (pool Of £249.06 ca- 
rted foiwaid io tomofTTwl Non Runner: Em- 
mrfcai. 

7.10: L ULTRA BOY (R Rrerch) 9-4: 2. 
5kyen Flyer 4-1 3. Bonnie Lasafo 15-6 
fav. 6 ran. 1Y>. 5. IP Hasumi. Tate: £3.00: 
£2.10. L130. Dual Fveca sc 18.70. CSF: 
£10.62. 


■ Ben Hanbury received ine per- 
fect boost in the build-up to 
Fahris’s Derby bid when notching 
his first winners in more than three 
weeks at 'fermouth yesterday. But 
after seeing Safey Ana and Dawn 
Summit iand a 36-1 plus double 
Hanbury insisted that his Diomed 
Stables team has not been out of 
form. “Some of the Press have 
been ringjng me up and saying I've 
had a very quiet time but it’s just 
that I haven't run any fancied hors- 
es. But f thought these two would 
win. Let’s hope that's just the start 
of the next 10 days." Hanbury. with 
three Classics on the board via Mid- 
way Lady in the 1986 1.000 
Guineas and Oaks and Matiya in 
last year's Irish 1,000 Guineas can- 
not hide his enthusiasm at his first 
attempt at the Derby with Fahris 
winner of the Feilden Stakes at 
Newmarket in April. The trainer said: 
"I've never been so excited about 
running a horse In a race as I am 
about this" 


Surprise 
recall for 
sacked 
players 

Hugbv League 

DAVE HADF1ELD 


In a startling about-face, "War- 
rfogtMhave recaUed the three 
players they sacked at the start 
of the season- 

Martin Deirnoti, VWnie Swann 

and MateaJd Mafi were told to 
report back to die dub. and they 

trained with the rest of the squad 

for the first time yesterday. 

*1 thought their attitude was 
excellent, after eveiything that s 
happened," the Wamngton 
coactu Darryl \kn de Velde, 
said. “I didn’t make the decision^ 
to sack them and, as far as Fm. 
concerned, they start with ai 
clean slate.” 

The trio - aD relatively recent . 
signings at the time — were 
kicked out during the regime of ' 
Van de Velde’s predecessors, 
John Doraby and Alex Murphy, 
after a 58-20 thrashing at Brad- 
ford in the first Super League 
match of the season. “Tin not 
particularly interested in what 
went on," he said. “I just want ‘ 
to see what they can do." 

Dermott, the former Wigan 
and Great Britain booker, Mafi, 
the To ngan sprint champion 
who has been interesting wid- * 
nes and Workington, and 
Swann, the ex-Auckland War- 
riors' scrum-half, have all kept ' 
in training during their exile 
from the club. Although Der- 
mott is carrying an injury, 
Swann could be drafted in as an 
emergency hooker for the ' 
match at Leeds tomorrow night 

Warrington will be without 
their current first choice props, 
Warren Stevens and Gary . 
Chambers, for that trip to Head- , 
ingjey. Both have arm injuries to 
show for the defeat by Sheffield 
Eagles on Sunday, after which 
Van de Velde said candidly that 
he would not have taken the job . 
if he had known how bad things 
were at the dub. 

“With hindsight, I probably , 
wouldn't have taken it," he ad- 
mitted. “But I'm not looking 
back now. I'm looking forward . 
and (Tying to make some im- 
provements.” 

He faces a potential extra ‘ 
handicap at Leeds if Sal esi Fin- ' 
au is suspended as a result of be- i 
mg dted for a suspected high 
tackle in last Fridays loss at the 
London Broncos. 

Ian Pickavance will further ; 
deplete St Helens’ resources if 
he is banned for his sending-off 
against Salford, whose forward, 
Paul Forber, dted over the 
same inddent, has also been 
told to appear today. ’ L 


Missaglia 
wins day of 
controversy 

Cycling 


Gabriele Missaglia beat three 
other riders in a spirited sprint 
finish to win the 11th stage of' 
the Giro dltaiia yesterday, a day 
marked by the banning of four 
riders after surprise blood tests. 

Missaglia, a member of the 
overall leader Pavel Tonkov's 
Mapei team, completed the ; 
route of 159km (98.6 miles), - 
starting and finishing at Lido di 
Camaiore, in 3hr 36min 24sec. 

He edged out fellow Italians 
Andrea Vhtteroni, Mirko Ce- 
lestino and Massimo Rxlenzana 
for the victory, while the main 
pack of riders came in about one 
minute behind. Tonkov, the 
1996 Giro champion, retained 
his 41-second advantage over 
France’s Luc Leblanc. 

“It’s a great day for roe. 
Everything went as well as it 
could have. When there were 
just four of us, the others tried 
to pull away from me, but as you 
could see I was able to stay there 
and win," Missaglia said. 

Italy’s Stefano Casagranda 
fell when a food sack got ought 
in the spokes of his bicycle. He . 
appeared to have lost con-.- 
sciousness momentarily, and 
was taken to hospital. 

Before the stage, France’s 
Thierry Laurent, Ukraine's 
Vladimir Poulnikov and Italy’s 
Marco Oili and Roberto Moret- 
ti were banned from foe Giro, 
when tests revealed red blood " 
cell counts that were too high. 
officials said. The Internation- 
al Cycling Union said ffie riders; 
can not compete for 15 days be-' , 
cause they are not medically fit. -. 

The pre-race tests.were in- 
troduced by the ICU earlier this 
year, and yesterday’s action' 
brings to 10 the number of rid-. ’ 
ers ruled out by the new pro-. ’ 
cedure. Excessive levels of red 
blood cells can be a sign of use 
of EPO (Erythropoietin), a; 
banned substance which is un- 
detectable in standard urine, 
tests. The higher count can 
also occur naturally. 

The Giro continues today 
with the 212km stage from 
Varazze to La Spezia. 

Results, Digest-page 30 
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.The single 
life proves 

irresistible 

to Searle 


One half of a famous Olympic double act 
has added another oar to his armoury 
as he sets out on a solitary pursuit of 
rowing gold. Mike Rowbottom met him 





I t may seem curious for a 
rower who has woo Olympic 
gold and bronze medals to 
complain of blisters on the 
hands, but there it is. Greg 
Searle has got, blisters on hjs 
hands, and it’s his own fault. 


whereas in the pairs and fours, 
it is more of a ‘bang, bang' ex- 
plosive stroke.'' 

Searle likens his readjust- 
ment to that of a golfer learn- 
ing a new swing. Like Nick 
Faldo, he has reinvented himse lf. 
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most rowers can only dream in 
the coxed pairs and fours has 
now struck out on his own in the 
single sculls. 

Traditionally, single sculls is 
rowing’s equivalent of the goal- 
keeping position - you don't 
have to be mad, but it helps. 
Searle, one of the least mad in- 
dividuals you could imagine, is 
well aware of the implicit ex- 
pectation in swapping one oar 
for two. 

As be prepares for his first 
major test in the new event, at 
this weekend’s World Cup in 
Munich, he is coining to terms 
with a challenge unlike anything 
he has faced before. 

The blisters have arrived as 
a result of manipulating two 
oars for the first lime in a row- 
<ping career which began at 
Hampton School 10 years ago. 
That is but one of the" problems 
of readjustment. 

Physically, Searle - at 6ft 
Sin and 15 and a half stone - is 
perfectly ready to dominate his 
event. An indoor rowing ergo- 
nometer score of 5i7un 44. 1 sec 
for 2,000 metres, until recent- 
ly a world record, is further ev- 
idence of his capability. 

Adapting all this power is the 
task which will provide Searle 
with the challenge he needs to 
keep him in the sport at the 
highest level. 

“My whole body has become 
lopsided over after years in the 
other events," he said. “The 
technique of the rowing action 
is different The pace of the boat 
is different - the oars are in the 
water for longer. So you need 
more powerfal, long strokes. 


esu bravest part of h afl goes be- 
yond technical changes. 

What Searle has done is to 
jettison the camaraderie integral 
to every other rowing event, 
something which has been of 
crucial importance to a man 
who has always thought of him- 
self as one of the boys. 

“The team thing is one of the 
most attractive things about 
rowing," he said. “You don't 
have any glory boys. I can’t even 
think of any other sports where 
you do exactly the same thing . 
It is less interesting to watch on 
TV, but it does make your in- 
terdependence that much 
greater. You are part of a spe- 
cial relationship with other guys 
where you are all equal." 

But now Searle, the rower 
who many observers have Jong 
thought is more equal than 
others, has taken himself away 
from all that 

There are no mates to josh 
with. Particularly, there is no 
Jonny. the older brother who 
urged him on in the sport dur- 
ing their time at Hampton 
School and with whom he won 
the Olympic coxed pairs in 
1992 and a fours bronze in At- 
lanta last summer. And yes, he 
is fully aware of the paradox. 

“The solitariness is a worry," 
he said. “Not having Jonny m 
the boat with me takes some 
getting used to. He won’t be 
there to chat with five minutes 
before the race and give me a 
little boost. 

“1 am wondering now 
whether I am doing enough in 
training because there is no one 
else with me." 


Single-minded sculler: Yd rather be my own person In my own boat,’ says Greg Searle 


For all that, Searle the 
younger acknowledges the 
strong impulse which is behind 
his latest switch. It is, essentially, 
the desire to be judged on Vus 
own merits. 

‘'You do find in the singles 
that people are trying to show 
they have got something that 
other people haven’t got," he 
said. “To some extent I proba- 
bly do have that feeling too. It 
is natural to want to he the best 
in the boat and, if that is the 
case, I might as well be the only 
one in the boat." 

Single sculling is rowing 
stripped to the bone. Searle 
compares it with the 100 metres 
- hard work comes into it but, 
essentially, you can either do it 
oryou can’t There isrho hiding 
place forthe angle sculler. The 
event makes a complete exam- 
ination of his will to win - 
which is the ultimate attraction 
for Greg Searle. 

“It is something I have 
learned about over the years 


racing with my brother," he re- 
called. “Jonny would always sit 
behind me when we competed, 
and I got used to hearing his 
voice giving commands and 
knowing there was someone 
there who was as hungry as I was 
for success. 

“When we have our backs to 


out what the real deal is until 
you are actually in a situation 
like thaL 

“People might do their show- 
ing off on the water, or even off 
the water, but you get a pretty 
good idea about who is really 
able to do it" 

That hardness was evidenced 


‘It is natural to want to be the 
best in the boat and, if that is 
the case, I might as well be 
the only one in the boat’ 


the wall, we are both the same. 
I would like to think I can be as 
hard as he Is when it comes 
down to iU 

“There is a mentality which 
is a winning mentality. It only 
really comes out in a big race, 
and by that I mean an Olympic 
or a world final. You don’t find 


by Seaiie’s decision not to throw 
in his lot with the Fab Four -he 
decided against joining tire dou- 
ble Olympic champions Steven 
Redgrave and Matthew Pinsent 
in their newly formed four, 
which will have its first outing 
in Munich this weekend. 

“Some people questioned if 


1 was doing a sensible thing by 
not joining the others," he said. 
“I'm intrigued to see how the 
four will do. But I don'L want to 
be one of the people in the boat. 
I’d rather be my own person in 
my own boat.” 

It may be coincidence, but 
Searie’s willingness to miss that 
boat comes at a time when he 
is planning to many his girl- 
friend, Jenny. 

After the transitory intensi- 
ty of the Atlanta Games, the fife 
of a man once listed among 
Britain’s 50 most eligible batch- 
elors is being reordered. While 
his brother is concentrating on 
his career as a solicitor, he has 
taken up a new job with the 
management motivation com- 
pany Lane 4, which numbers the 
former Olympic swimming 
champion Adrian Moorhouse 
among its directors. 

Searie believes it will take two 
years for him to discover his true 
worth as a single sculler. The 
2000 Sydney Olympics is the goal 


Photograph: Peter Jay 

-and yes, of course, he is think- 
ing in terras of winning the gold. 

In the meantime, he is plan- 
ning to create consternation 
among the 10 or so leading ex- 
ponents of his new event. “I 
want to take a few scalps this 
year," he said. 

The Searle brothers are part 
of Olympic history, not least for 
the picture of their medal cer- 
emony in Barcelona, which fea- 
tured Greg with his bead cast 
back as if in exhaustion, Jonny 
beaming beneath corkscrew 
curls, and the cox. Gary Herbert, 
with a face contorted by tears. 

In fact, what Searle was ex- 
periencing at that moment was 
not exhaustion, but elation. 

“I had a feeling of incredible 
contentment, not a-care in the 
world" he recalled “I realised 
I had done something that 
could have been something I'd 
strived for for my whole life and 
never achieved” 

It is a feeling he wants once 
again. On his own terms. 


sport 

Beefeater 
pull out 
of Boat 
Race 

HUGH MATHESON 


The Boat Race yesterday suf- 
fered a hangover when Beef- 
eater Gin withdrew as sponsor 
after one of the most success- 
ful and enduring relationships 
between a poor event and a rich 
client in modem sport. Beef- 
eater have put £l.4m into the 
Oxford and Cambridge dubs in 
the last three-year contract, 
which will expire after the 1998 
race. 

Duncan Clegg, the London 
representative of the clubs, 
said: “We are disappointed to 
lose them because it worked so 
well. Beefeater enhanced the 
race by generating a much 
wider appeal, especially abroad, 
and recreating some of the fes- 
tival atmosphere of its first 100 
years." 

He is now looking for a suc- 
cessor, alongside others who ex- 
pect to lose tobacco sponsorship 
under legislation proposed by 
the new Government The deal 
with a new sponsor is expected 
to rank alongside the London 
Marathon, into which Flora 
puts £2Jm per year. 

Tim Foster, the Oxford pres- 
ident, said: “Beefeater will take 
a lot of replacing. It wiD be a big 
space to fill. Everyone is still 
talking about what a good race 
it was this year and it should at- 
tract somebody new. Renting 
seems to have a higher profile 
now, especially with gold 
medals in every Olympics since 
1984, many of them won by 
Boat Race oarsmen." 

The Boat Race remains in- 
dependent of the £L8m of Lot- 
tery funding which will come to 
rowing as part of the perfor- 
mance and excellence strategy 
toward the Sydney Ofympics, 
but the team will certainly in- 
dude several who have raced in 
fight or dark blue. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


The number of pounds lost 
by golfer John Daly during his 
eijjit weeks of treatment for 
alcoholism at the Betty Ford 
Center. Daly, in Ohio for the 
Memorial Tournament, said, 
“1 don’t have a lot of expec- 
tations this week. I just want 
target back into the rhythm." 


'Out of form’ McGrath is dropped by Yorkshire 

^ Cricket preferred to McGrath in the Wicketkeeper Keith Piper is to stands by for the visitors as Mai Grace Road. Watkins 


Kent granted second chance 


ADAM SZRETER 

Yorkshire have dropped their 
En glan d A batsman Anthony 
McGrath for the County 
Championship match against 
Essex starting today at Ilford. 

Martyn Maxon, left out of the 
ski? beaten in’ Northampton- 
shire in the Benson and Hedges 
Grp quarter-fetal, will open the 
innings, while Bradley Parker is 


preferred to McGrath in the 
middle order. Captain David 
Bjvas said: “McGrath has been 
out of form and really needs to 
rebuild his confidence, so he will 
feature in the second team." 

Warwickshire bring in the left- 
arm seamer Darren AJrree far his 
first appearance of the season 
against Hampshire at Southamp- 
ton. AJtree replaces Allan Don- 
ald. who suffered an injury to his 
lower back in the Benson and 
Hedges Cup defeat by Kent. 


Wicketkeeper Keith Piper is to 
see a spedajisl after a recurrence 
of an Achilles tendon injury at 
Canterbury and Tony Frost will 
make his thMCban^ionship ap- 
pearance. John Stephenson, the 
Hampshire captain, and fast 
bowler Cardigan Connor are 
both doubtful. 

Mark Ramprakash takes 
charge of Middlesex for the first 
time for the match with North- 
amptonshire at Lord's. England 
Under-19 batsman David Sales 


stands by for the visitors as Mai 
Loye has a back problem. 

Nigel Lkmg and Dean 
Headley are bath missing from 
the Kent side to face Notting- 
hamshire at Trent Bridge. Not- 
tinghamshire, hoping to go lop, 
will be without openers Tim 
Robinson and Paul Pollard, 
who are both injured. 

Lancashire's captain Mike 
%ttkinson faces a late fitness 
check before the game with 
champions Leicestershire at 


Grace Road. Witkinson has 
missed roost of the season be- 
cause of a nig gling arm strain, 
but Msim Aferam will be back 
after a shoulder problem. Lei- 
cestershire are set to recall off- 
spinner Adrian Pierson and 
veteran seamier Gordon Rusons. 

The left-arm pace bowler 
Simon Brown returns for Dur- 
ham’s match with Giamoxgan at 
Cardiff after recovering from 
the side strain he suffered 
against Essex two weeks ago. 


In the Benson and Hedges Cup 
semi-finals, Kent wifi meet 
Northamptonshire at Canter- 
bury on 20 June, a repeat of last 
season’s quarter-final when Nor- 
thamptonshire made home ad- 
vantage pay and won by 23 runs. 

Northamptonshire went on to 
lose in the final to Lancashire, 
hut Kent will he hoping to turn 
the tables and then go one bet- 
ter themselves after their ex- 
citing victory over Warwickshire 
in the last eight 


The all-rounder Matthew 
Fleming said: “It is nice to 
have the chance of revenge af- 
ter last year, when we felt one 
or two things didn't go our 
way. People will probably make 
us favourites but that doesn’t 
bother us. We were already 
feeling pretty confident as a 
team before what happened 
against Warwickshire, when we 
put up a tremendous effort." 

Surrey wfl] be the favourites 
to beat the county champions 


Leicestershire in the other 
semi-final at The Oval, but the 
Leicestershire opening bowler 
David MUlns, man of the match 
in the quarter-final win over 
Somerset, said: “We like to 
keep proving people wrong 
and keep knocking out the big 
sides. It gives us a real buzz to 
take on sides like Lancashire 
and Warwickshire and turn 
them over." 

BENSON AMD HEDCE5 CUP Seal-final draw: 

HtrKvNon bM tif X xateSuityvleaKaastito 
(Matches m be pbjed 10 June). 












My time 


in the 


sand with 


Bernhard 


Richard Edmondson came under 
the tutorage of the German master 
and found him the perfect friend 
to have when buried in a bunker 


Y our hackswing is too 
steep." Bernhard Longer 
said just after I had 
climbed into the bunker with 
him. “Now. you're rather shal- 
low." It's fiinny how some peo- 
ple can read you seconds after 
an initial meeting. 

Bernhard does golf days with 
duffers because a watch com- 
pany pays him a lot of money 
to do so. Thus, as the rivers 
Colne and Misboume were 
chuckling away in the back- 
ground. a group of men gath- 
ered in front of an ISth Century 
Grade IT mansion that is the 
clubhouse of the Bucking- 
hamshire Golf Club and one by 
one plopped into a sandpit. 

I kept to myself the fact that 
I’d already been round the 
Buckinghamshire, aDd had 
plenty of course knowledge to 
bring into play. The club Liter- 
ature claims 


rather loftily 
that the course 
was built on a 
site studded 
with 5.000 ma- 
ture trees. I 
am, unhappily, 
able to verity 
this statistic. * 
This exercise 
was billed as a 


He is one of 
the few golfers 
who does not 
consider he is 
already at the 


pate, Patrick, 
the actor, col- 
lecting tips. I 
seem to re- 
member him 
being beastly 
to Black Beau- 
ty once, and 
Mother Na- 
ture is begin- 
ning to get her 


golfciinicbutas right hand of God own back as 

. I 1 J C# L.‘ 1 


Lhe sand started 

to relocate from 

the bunker on to the practice 
green it became clear these 
swings were in need of an in- 
tensive care unit. Bernhard nev- 
ertheless seemed in good spirits 
after what had been a rather 
mixed day. When the highest 
earner in the history of the Eu- 


ropean tour got home and 
plonked his clubs in the porch, 
it is unlikely the cat had to dive 
for cover. He was able to tell Mrs 
Longer that even though it had 
been a relative stinker at the of- 
fice and he had lost a match he 
had been expected to win (in the 
Andersen Consulting World 
Championship) he still had a 
cheque for $20,000 (£ 124 > 00 ) in 
his back pocket 
Men other than Darren 
Clarke, his matchplay con- 
queror, were new testing the 
patience. Galleries always 
come with a resident clever 
dick, and our incumbent on this 
occasion was a bloke who 
wanted to know everything 


his navel sets 

off in search of 
his knees. Students of cause 
and effect would have had 
their interest awoken by the fiat 
liquid lingering in his pint poL 

My meeting with the great 
Bernhard had been organised 
by a superior timepiece com- 
pany who seemed rather keen 
that I should use their name at 
least as many times as 
Langer’s. Have no fear, I said, 
journalistic wiles will be em- 
ployed to sublixninalJy slip in 
your brand name when the 
reader is least expecting it. 
Omega reported that interest 
in their timepieces went up 140 
per cent by the simple expedi- 
ent of “placing’’ their product 
on the wrist of Pierce Brosnan 
in the film Goldeneye. 

The Swiss firm’s marketing 
strategy is not a complex one. 
They give famous people a 
watch and tell others to buy 
one. The message seems to be 
that you can drive a car like 
Michael Schumacher or look 


Hall loses the advantage 


Badminton 


Darren Hall failed to make the 
most of twice taking the lead 
against the sixth-seeded Ong 
Ewe Hock of Malaysia in the sec- 
ond round of the World Cham- 
pionships in Glasgow yesterday. 

England's former European 
champion led 13-11 in the first 
game and 4-0 in the second, but 
could not impose himself upon 
Ong and lost 18-13, 15-7. 

The Malaysian, without ever 
looking convincing, took seven 
points in a row to capture the 


first game, helped by Hall serv- 
ing into the net and twice mak- 
ing errors at the net. Hall played 
well in patches in the second 
game but faded in the middle, 
although he made a late rally to 
delay the finish. 

Although it was a creditable 
performance, it left the impres- 
sion that, having only recently re- 
turned after an Achilles injury, 
his levels of concentration were 
not always match tight. 

Hail's defeat leaves Scot- 
land's Anne Gibson as the only 
British singles survivor. 


FRENCH OPEN TENNIS RESULTS 


Seeded players in capitals 


Men’s singles, first round: F 
ftjntang (Fr) bt P Fredriksson (Swe) 

6- 3 6-7 6-0 4-6 6-2. Second 
round: L Roux (Frj bt S Lareau (Can 

7- 5 6-2 6-4; J Siemerink (Neth) bt 
S Navarro (Sp) 6-1 6-7 6-1 6-2; Y 
KAFELNIKOV (Rusl bt G Raoux (Fr) 
7-5 6-3 6-4; F Dewulf (Bel) bt F 
Meligent (Bra) 6-4 6-2 3-6 1-6 6- 
3; A Medvedev (Ukr) bt J Albert Vllo- 
ca iSp) 6-4 6-3 6-4; C Pioline (Fr) 
bt G EDtS (Aig) 2-6 6-3 6-3 7-6: A 
CORRETJA (Sp) bt J Kntppschild 
IGer) 4-6 6-1 6-1 7-6: P SAMPRAS 
(US) bt F ciavet (Sp) 6-1 6-2 6-2; 
T MUSTER (Aut) bt J Tarangp (US) 
7-5 1-6 6-2 6-1; T Champion (Fr) 
bt R Delgado (Par) 6-2 6-3 6-3: N 
Escude (Fr) bt J Stark (US) 6-4 6- 
2 6-2; A Portas (Sp) bt C Moya (Sp) 
6-4 4-6 7-5 6-3. 


Women's singles, second round: 
R Dragomir (Rom) bt Y Basuki (In- 
don) 7-5 4-6 8-6: K HABSUDOVA 
(Slovak) bt E Ukhovtseva (Rus) 6- 
2 6-2; C MARTINEZ (Sp) bt C Ru- 
bin (US) 6-3 6-0: N Arendt (US) bt 
L Golarsa (It) 6-2 6-2; A COETZER 
(SA) bt A Fraser (US) 7-6 6-4; C 

Dhenin (Frl bt S Talaja (Croa) 6-2 
7-5: I SPIRLEA (Rom) bt I Gor- 
nochategui (Argj 6-4 4-g 6-2: P 
Schnyder (Swit) bt K Studenikova 
(Slovak) 6-0 2-0 net; J NOVOTNA 
(Cz Rep) bt J Kandarr (Ger) 6-4 6- 
O; M Serna (Sp) bt N Kijimuta 
ffSP 0 ™ 3-6 6-4 6-2: L DAVENPORT 

(US) bt E Makarova (Rus) 6-1 6- 
JSGW^l&rJbtASsmotR) 

SSOSUfffS 1 {Ger) * H Suko- 
V3 (Cz Rep) 4-6 6-4 12-10: A Grass- 
mafi(US) btLNeiiand (Lab646-4‘ 

2 0 - 0 . 


about Bernhard down to the 
flavour of his shower gel. 
“What do you do if you’re 
plugged right in the face of a 
bunker?" he asked. Bernhard 
shrugged his shoulders and 
tried to smile while trying not 
to say “don't put it in there in 
the first place". 

Langer is too polite to prob- 
ably even think that, and there 
was a practised charm about his 
show. “I wish I'd done that ear- 
lier," he said as one of his chips 
disappeared. 

Bernhard is an ideal roan for 
clinics because, though he is a 
committed Christian, he is one 
of the few golfers who does not 
consider he is already at the 
right hand of God simply be- 
cause the bail he hits with a 
stick keeps going down a hole. 

I expected a mower to be at 
greenside, but there was one I 
did not antici- 
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Occupational hazard: Bernhard Langer (left) has his hands full trying to help Richard Edmondson out of the sand 


Photograph: Robert Hallam 


like Cindy Crawford if you fol- 
low their lead and wear 
Omega. Disappointed sub- 
scribers may find instead they 
drive like the model and look 
like the German. 

Bernhard taught me to open 


the clubface up to an absurd 
angle that suggests you are not 
going to hit the ball at all. 
Miraculously it worked (okay, 
it worked once) and the ball 
splashed ouL However, an un- 
fortunate side effect of this 


technique is that it makes its 
striker look as if be has an un- 


sightly bald spot on the top of 
his head. 

Bernhard emptied his buck- 
et swiftly, which meant tbat 
those present can claim to be 


that rare species who have 
seen him hit 20 shots within five 
minutes. On the course. Bern- 
hard is embarrassingly slow 
even by pallbearer standards. 

But now he made us glad to 
be alive as be dutifully shook 


our hands and said what a 
pleasure it had been. “I sure 
straightened him out didn’t I?" 
he said playfully as a duffer 
duffed one. “I bet you wish 
you'd never met me." Not so 
Bernhard, not so. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


CRICKET 

SCOREBOARD 


Tetley's Challenge Series 

Second day at three 

Gloucestershire v Australia 

BRISTOL: Amtnb, with all that* sacond- 
hwtfngs wickets standfast are S8 m bahtad 
Gtoucertt t shfa * . Today: UL0. 

Aotrato twr roa 

AUSTRALIA -firetlroilnff* 249 rSRWauffi 92. 
M E WaujJl 66, J J LOWS 4-89). 
GLOUCESJERSMRE - first tarings 
1 Overrate 55 tor II 

N i T raw c Kasprowcz b McGram -121 

RPDsrvrstebWsmo JO 

R J Cinlffa c Kasprowtcz b Wane ..61 

T H C Hsnaxfc tow b Kacprotncz 15 

5 Young C Heafy 0 hesorowfcz -1 

-M W Aleyne c and b GWespe 20 

tR C Russel c Sevan b Wume — 20 

M C J Bed c and b Kasprawcz 

A M Smith cGillescK b Wan* — 4 

J J Lewis not out 7 

Extras (N tofl nb20) 30 

Total (1072 orars) ■ - 350 

H («o utfc 2-103 3-243 4-250 5-257 6-286 
7-288 8-339 9^39. 

Bowte McGrath 19- 11-3 M: K8wromcz21- 

2-101-5 Wbtr* 352 • 10-97^; G«e*p* 20-4- 

66-2: Bevai 12-1-45-0. 

AUSTRALIA - Second kstinfs 

MT G EWocnotout 21 

■M A Taylor not out — — 19 

Extras (b3) 3 

Total (for 0. 23 ovsral 43 

To twb J L Lon^r. M E Wau0X S R Wwjgh. M 

6 Bonn. Tl A He*. M S Kaspnjwez. J N Gdb- 
ap*. S K Wan*. G D McGrath. 

Bowling (to data): Srnnft 5-2-4 -0: Qwt* 9-4- 
1S-0: Lews 5-2-1S0: Ball 21-1-0: Meyne 2- 
10-0 

Umplreac Q I Brageas and P Adams. 

SECOND 30 CHAMPIONSHIP (ftst Owf oflhras. 
11.0 tedavt AsWont Kant 230 0 H BsHoek 
77 ms K A fcisens 5-39K SoflWWt JSC tor 5. 
WnddayTown: Lauatmtn 256 (D WBartoon 
83. J Ormond 60: K P Sheeraz *«. R ltew* 
4-58C acwoaSNfliimTStDrl. ItoWaand to 
rMgK Warwlcfcshaa 31B Har8 (0 A T Damn 6*. 
S McDonald 52nol a Hompslwo. ?•* 
2*0 (D 0 J RotHtMcn 109: A C Mean* *05): Yorti- 
sn re 33 tor 3- 


Afthtotlcs 

Ben Johnson, the dsg'aced Canadian 
sprinter, withdrew hts application to the 
International Amateur Athletics Feder- 
ation on Tuesday to haw a lifetime ban 
for dna abuse lifted, alter filing a suit 
in an Ontario court earlier this month 
to win the ritftt to race again. The court, 
however, saJd it win not hear the case 
untt 21 July, postponing any comeback 
for Johnson tor at least another two 
months. Lawyers for Athletics Canada 
and the IAAF won the Jiiy adjournment, 
prompting Johnson's representatives to 
drop their application, thougi they hope 
the ban wa be Wed if the Canacfian court 
agues that Johnson's right to earn a 
living had been violated. 

Sergei Bubka, the world pole vault 
record-holder, has been forced to puli 
out of Sunday’s meeting m Toronto with 
a nagging Achilles tendon infury, the 
same problem wfiidi prevented him from 
competing at the Olympic Games in At- 
lanta. 


Baras (Can) 15-4 25-9: 1 WUnva flndon) bt 
M Constable (Eng) 15-3 15-11: PRaamuasen 


M Constable (Eng 15-3 15-11: P Raamuasen 
(Oem bt Un LmeniCh) 15-715-1: Part Sung 
Woo (Nor) bt D Puyarna (Netft) 15-5 154: 
Alan Budi husana (indoj bt Henrik Benge- 
son (Sw) 15-9 15-5. Women's singlaa, sec- 
ond round: Ye Zhaoylng (Cn) bt L Campbell 
(Aus) 11-1 li-l: Cmdana dndon) nMM- 
dnexskaya (Swe) 11-7 11-12 11-3; Ra 
l^amg Min Ikon bt A Soodegaard iDenl 11- 
611-4; D« YU) (Ch) btVTcnwrta*^a (BetaJ 

II- 0 11-0; M Audina llndon) bt K krasows- 
i® (Poll 11-8 ll-l: Yao Yan lOD bt l Boope- 
thy (Macedonia) 11-1 11-1: Wang Chen 
(China i M Pomtawan Plun^vecn (Ttai) 11- 

I II- 9: Lee Joo Hyun (kor) bt koon Ww Chee 
(rtd 11-0 11-6. 


309 (49.4 overs: S T Jayasunya 55. P A De 
SKo 55, A Rawbmp 59) : paktsan 224 (43.1 
overs; Rameez Rsla 76, Haz Ahmed 55) (Srf 
Lanka wfri best-eV-dirae final 2-0). 


Cycling 


Baseball 


Badminton 


AMERICAN LEAGUE: Boston 7 MtwsuKeo K 
Detroit 6 Anaheim 2: Baltimore 10 New Ybrt 
Yankees 6; Oakland 8 Kansas Cay6fl0ln- 
nte); Cmca® wwe S« 8 OeveOnd 2; Texas 
15 Toronto 5: Minnesota 11 Seatua 10. 
NATIONAL LEAGUE: St Louis 8 Colorado 6; 
San ftancBCO 5 Houston 4 (10 Mnesf. Cha- 
go Cubs B Pittsburg! 7: PIUBOeipma 2 
CmonnaO 1: Momma 5 New York Mets 4; 
Adanta 9 San Diego 2; fionoa 8 Los Ange- 
les 5. 


W0R1D CHAMPIONSHVS (QaaAw) Men's 
Angles, test round (selected): Sun Jun (Ch) 
bt R Vau^ran (Wall 15-5 15-2: B Santoso 
llndon) bt P Knowles (Eng) 9-15 IS- 11 15- 
0: Tam Xai Chuen IHK) bt C Haug^lon (Eng) 


Basketball 


GIRO DTtAUA Uth staffs (155km, Ca- 
raalora so Camafare); 1 G Mssaffta Ou 
3hr 36mln 24sec: 2 A Vatteroni Ot) Seng- 
no; 3 M Celeshno rttj Port; 4 M Podenzana 
(fo Meroatone lino all same time: 5 F Ce- 
beOo (Sp) kelme +15sec: 6 M Rncato (It) 
Rostotto: 7 0 d Paofi (It) Bos Mary;8CFrat- 
mv (h) Broscraw all arc 9 M &po*w op Sac- 
co +lmm OOsac; 10 A Speaaietc (It) Batik; 
11 0 Konycheu (Rus) Roslotto: 12 M Soop- 
* (It) Ros Mary: 13 M PiccoK (It) Bnadalac 
MS GaHorW (It) Scngna 15 G Mondtnt (It) 
Amore and Vita: 16 F Cssaffande (It) Soig- 
no: 17 D Bramao (It) Mapa; 18 J L Rubiera 
(Sp) Kelme: 19 F Bonternpl flu Bresdelat: 
20SGarzBa(h)MeroanneUnoBfiVLLntf- 
ing everel standnffE 1 P Tbriwv (Rus) Meoo 
dShr 34nwi 40sec; 2 L Leblanc (Ft) WB +41; 
3 1 Goto (It) Seeco +ln»n 07sec; 4 R Ped- 
ro (lu Saeco +1:09; 5 A Pafuan (It) Canti- 
na fMo +1:39: 6 A Noe' (It) Asks +1:43; 
7 P Sevokte* TO Rodottb +2^*0: 8 L PwpoS 
UU Ceramihe Refin +2:49; 9 A Shefer 
(KaaW Awes +3:05; 10 GSmoro (to Magi- 


NBA Play-offs: Western Conference fiml: 

Utah 96 Houston 91 rush lead best-of-se* 
en senes 3-2). 


too MG +3J.4; ii m Coppolino (it) Mu- 
fido MG +3:18; 12 N Mlcefl (It) AM +3:50: 
13 G Goennl (K) PPM +3:58: 14 P Uffumov 
I Rus) Roslotto +359; 15 EZaina (It) Asia 
+451: 16 G rfl Grande HO Mepel +4:02- 
17 W BeBi (ft) Brasoalat +459;18FSime- 
onl 00 Asia +5KJ1; 19 A Merckx (Bel) Potb 
+5.-09: 20 F Garde (Sp] Fesbna +532. 


1 5-12 9-15 15-10. Second roond: Dong 
Jteng ten) tn P Uvarov iRus) 15-11 15-5: T 
StueMeundsen fflen) M J van D* (Nettt 18- 
16 15-5; Ong Ewe Hock (Macedonia) bt D 
Hall (Eng) 18-13 15-6; H Art* llndon) bt M 


Boxing 

PROFESSIONAL PROMTION (Marriott Ho- 


The Nottingham Forest softer Jason Lee 
has agreed personal terms with Wat- 
ford and will Join the Second Divison 
side when the clubs agee a fee. 
Bordeaux's French international mid- 
fielder Ibrahim Ba is to Join Milan next 
season. The two dubs reached an agae- 
meot for a four-year contract and a 
FFr45m (£Sm) transfer fee but the deal 
had yet to be finalised. 

Wohrerhampton Wanderers are dying to 
sign Barnsley's England under-21 twnger 
Martin Buftock. who has rejected a new 
contract offer. 

WORLD CUP Aslan zone Group Six: South 
Korea 4 (Ybo Sang-chd pen 25. Cha Yong- 
soo 40. 70, Part kim-fw 85) Hong Kong o. 
EUROPEAN UNDER-21 CHAMPIONSHIP 
Group Three: France 2 (Alton 45. 90) fin- 
land 1 CJusafa 20). 

ARMENIAN CUP Final (Venmd): Ararat Yere- 
wn l (Babayan 6) Pyunc Yerevan 0. 
BULGARIAN CUP Final (Sofia): CSKA Sofia 
3 (Ukchev 9. Zhabov 48, Petkov 581 LevsN 
Softs 1 (Gasped mov 51). 

TUESDAYS LATE RESULTS: IntemathmM 
fidendly: Scotland 0 Wales l (Hartson 46). 
toMrlen Cop final (Vienna): FC Vienna 1 
(Posch og 87) Stuim Graz 2 (Vasts: pen 5. 
Dowie 74). 


tM. London): BitOMi flyweight ctomptoo- 
ehip: A Lews (Bury, holder) bt M Reynolds 
(Sudbiay) pta. B-rd fnnttmrerilght G Med- 
ra (Mel bt G Bumfl (HitcaUv) rsf 3rd. 
4^tf nnddJewet^it i RatcOT (Romtordl bt / 
Rniayson (Mancnesteri pa. 8-rd feather 
P Ireland (Betel) fat R Martinez (Me*) 


TODAY S FIXTURES 


Rugby Union 

TOUR MATCH: Bay of fienty (NZ) v Ireland De- 
wloprreraxv (336am) fat Rotorua). 


Football 


The Blackburn midfielder Billy McKin- 
ley has escaped with a £750 fine af- 
ter becoming foe first Premiership 
player to amass 45 penalty points in a 
season. The Scottish International was 
up before a Football Association daci- 
pUnery committee yesterday end feared 
he may get a tong-teim suspension, but 
the FA decided on the fine and a warn- 
ing to McKinlay over his future conduct. 
Des Walker will be staying at Sheffield 


Golf 

Laura Davies, the World No 2. will play 
her first event on this season's Amer- 
ican Express Tour in the 54-hole Ford- 
Stimorol Danish Open atu^fe, begnring 
on 6 June. 


Starting today 

BRnAMMC ASSURANCE COUNtYCtMMPKM- 
SIW (Rra* day of few, 110): Bfonfc fsara ,» 


Sp eed way 

ELITE LEAGUE: Ipswictl v BeOe Vue (7.30)- 
PREM®? LEAGUE Sheffield vEtete 1 ! 7.45), 
PREMER LEAGUE KNOCK-OUT CUP: Skeg- 
nass v Arena Essex (8.0). 


lu 1 TBk 1 


v 1 • ‘ r r 

kfl jtf' J . i > 1 . '■* Vl L , "J j l L| l . 


Otbor sports 

BADMSTTON: WWd Champonships (Glas- 

aw)- 


Crfcket 

Worcestershire are to lose their coach 
David Houston, who is to take over the 
same post full-time for he native Zim- 
babwe before the end of the season. 
Houston, in his third season as Wor- 
ceswshire coach, will stay at New Fbad 

unti taking up his new appointment from 
1 September. 

INDEPENDENCE CUP final (Catartte); Sri 
Lanka M Pakfetei by 86 runs. Sn Lanka 


IndyCar raring 


Arte Luyendyk earned his second intk 
anapolls 500 title on Tuesday, getting 
past Scott Goodyear, his Treachrey 
Racing team-mate, with sever laps to 
go ana maintaining the feed to the che- 
quered flag. The race was finally nm af- 
ter rain ruined efforts to run the classic 
on Sunday and Monday at Indianapo- 
lis. 


Wednesday, after he agr>ed anew few- 
yatf contract yesteitfay The forTner Eng- 
land centre- half had been the subject 
of speculation about moves to Mid- 
dlesbrough and Nottingham Forest 


INDIANAPOLIS 500 {US unless stated)- 1 
ALuyOTOyk (Neth) G-Forra-Aurora (firestone) 
200 ups (BV speed 145£27mpn): 2 S 


Goodywr (Can) GfaceAuaa (Frasunri 200 
J WftI (roowe) G-Foree-Awora 


Oteta: 4 B Lazier Dataa-Au- 

200 laps; 5TSte»at G^orce- 


98 % of MAN UTD FANS HAVE 


Prancing 
horse the t 
carrot 1 
for Clarke 


Darren Clarke, who finished 

jointsecondinthe^lvoroA 

Championship a* Wentwgh 
last week, has a speaaj.mctefa- 
tive not only to make the Eu- 
ropean Rvder Cup team m 
aSoto do'weU at\nJdcnama^ 
where the match wfll be staged 
in September. 

The Irishman, who made a 
late decision to play in the 
Deutsche Bank Open in Ham- 
burg this week, said yesterday: 
“My club manufacturers h&ve 
promised me a Ferrari 35Sif I 
make the Ryder Cup team and 


win two points. 

“The 355 is one of three 


current models and cqsts^, 
£100,000. If it comes off, thenW 
it comes off and all I know is 
that it’s there as a bonus. The 
car of my dreams is one that 
goes fast.” 

Clarke is third in the Ryder 
Cup points table, behind ..Ian 
Woosnam and Colin Mofit- 
gomerie and the latest think- 
ing is that 350,000 points will 
be enough to get into the 
top 10 and be an automatic 
selection. 

Clarke, with 337,951157 
points, said: “My Ryder Cup fx> 
sition is not finalised but Rn 
most of the way there. I would 
dearly like to wm this week. Fve 
been playing well of late so fa- 
stead of pulling out after last 
week I derided to come here. 


“I was dose to pulling out be- 
cause I was tired and 1 haven’t 


been home since before the 
Spanish Open five or six weeks 
ago. I’m still playing at Slaley 
Hall next week and after that it’s 
the US Open. I like the course 
here and have played well in the 
past. I was runner-up to Bern- 
hard Langer here in 1992 an<W , 
I was third here last year." v * 
lb get past the 350,000 points 
mark in the Cup standings, 
Clarke will have to finish in the 
top 10 this week, an achieve- 
ment well within his grasp on 
present form. IBs chances of vic- 
tory have also improved with the 
withdrawal of Colin Mont- 
gomerie “for personal reasons" 
and the possibility that Seve 
Ballesteros may not last the dis- 
tance this week. 

Ballesteros has been strug- 
gling with back trouble for 
some months and only last 
week had to pull out of the Vol- 
vo PGA after one round. Balles- 
teros said: “1 decided to gjve 


myself three days rest after 
Wentworth and see if I felt bet- 
ter. Right now I feel good 
enough to play as I’m feeling 
much better. I’ve also entered 
Slaley Hall but I go one dayat 
a time right now." 

Twelve of the top 20 in the 
Ryder Cup points table are in 
the 156-strong field in Ham- 


burg, including Langer, who wfll.4 
be seeking to win for the 10th' 


time in his native Germany. 
Langer has won the German 
Open five times, the German 
Masters twice and the Honda 
Open and Deutsche Bank 
Open once each. 


Aurora (Firastone) 200 laps: 6 D Harmftwi G- 
Forae-Aurora (Goodyear) is© laps, runrtr*: 
7 B Boat Oalara-Aurara (Goodyear! 199 laps, 
turning. 


Netball 

Mary Beardwood was yesterday ap- 
pointed tfte English national coach for 
the world championship In 1999. Mary, 
44, wok the Under-21 squad to bronze 
In the Wbrtd junior championship in 
Canada last year, and wfll replace the 
present national coach Liz Broom- 
head, who becomes national squad co- 
ordinator. 


Pools dividends 


UT7LEWOODS: Trebto chance: 23pts 
£575.897.40. 22 £2,071.80. 21 £23L8r.. 

20 £23.85. Half-time resort: 23pts 
£19.230.75. Four draws £113.05. 10 
homes £10.65. Six ways £2.60. 

VERNONS: Treble chance: 23pts (no ctem 
«h 231. 23 £4,556.45. 2i£109.40. 20 . 
£13.40. . j-- 

SETTERS: Treble chence: Z3 d>s ' 
£38962.85. 22 £128.15. 21 £20.80. 20 

Si'S’ 2“ araw ?Ho 6 ?' bomw 
Sf-JTS? £A5 °- LlXky "“nhBR 

2 0 9 6 2 3 37 32. 

BRITTENS: Treble clunce: 22ots 
£3^39.40. 22jrts £8.95. 20pts £3.40. Ftv 

draw* £3235. Eight homes £B_ 80 . s tx 
ways £U30. . 


Rugby League 

/US^JANWraeviaGUESDUE OFOW. 
S* P risfaan «) : Queenstand6New 

Soutft Wales 8 WSW lead mrae-marefi 


- rrrr" wueenaano 6 New 

S«ith Wales 8 (NSW lead mrae-maon wwes 

TUESDAY'S LATE RESULliisiDms Super 
taBfex (26) 26, Bradford {fiKiO. 
•“"j**; Trtea Amone 2 , GfBgspte 2 . Dean- 
OPBta Pearson 3. Bradford Tries Spruce 2 

Lou 0 rtn 2 . McNamara. (f§ES2). 


Rugby Union 

TOESOAY^ LATE RES 

(taenos Aires): Aigantin 


»four Mirtch 

iW&aarwss. 


Water polo 

MEN'S WORLD CUI> p 
HungaiybiYuassiawa : 
telO-5 OmofcUnt 
Greece w Spurn 7-6. 
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=_ sport 

RUGBY UNION: Try by skipper Wainwright saves face for tourists but ligament injury to Gibbs may prove high price to pay 

Lions almost sink 
without trace 



V-Ii- 


■ CHRIS HEWE7T 

; reports from East London 
Border 
British Isles 


A small matter of 
^ years ago the 
lZJSs first Lions captain, 

. ^EXi|p R L Seddon, 

drowned in a row- 
.. ing accident In 

Australia. Rob tVkinwright very 
nearly suffered a s imilar expe- 
rience here yesterday. Not only 
W w ® 8 he forced into repeated 
Jacques Cousteau imperson- 
ations as he dived increasingly 
frantically for the ball on a wa- 
terlogged pitch, but be also 
spent 80 minutes submerged 
beneath a Border pack who, for 
all their perceived weaknesses, 
came within a whisker of 
inflicting the upset to end them 
all. 

The stand-in skipper s drive- 
over try eight minutes from 
time, supplemented by Tim 
Stimpson’s penalty seconds 
from the final whistle, just about 
spared the tourists the indigni- 
ty of a first provincial defeat in 
. . South Africa since 1968. Noth- 
. ing could spare their blushes, 
however. Border, a self-con- 
fessed shambles this season, 
played a more intelligent band 
for much of the game and 
might easily have emulated 
xheir forerunners of 1955 by 
. beating the cream of the British 
Isles. 

The cream looked well and 
. truly curdled yesterday on the 
eastern Cape's laughably mis- 
0 named Sunshine CoasL Paul 
Wt Grayson’s kicking game sank 


without trace in the fathomless 
depths of a sodden surface at 
the Basil Kenyon Stadium - he 
missed five from five, three of 
them little more than sand 
wedge chip shots — and with his 
confidence in tatters as a result, 
his distribution from outside- 
half disappeared in the same 
general direction. There was 
not much to shout about in the 
front five, either, although 
Marie Regan generated some 
valuable oomph in the bump 
and grind. 

To make matters worse, 
Scott Gibbs was taken off on a 
stretcher with damaged ankle 
ligaments. He was promptly 
packed off to the team’s new 
base in Cape Town this morn- 
ing for intensive treatment, 
and although the Lions man- 
agement tried their level best 
to play down the worst case sce- 
nario, the injury was severe 
enough to raise immediate 
fears over the Wel shman ’s fu- 
ture on this tour. On the evi- 
dence of bis muscularly 
committed performance in the 
first half yesterday, he would be 
badly missed. 

As in Port Elizabeth last 
weekend, the Lions picked up 
early points with a high -class by 
as thoughtful in conception as 
it was decisive in execution. 
Grayson's short-side chip was 
gathered by Tbny Underwood 
inside the Border 22, and when 
Stimpson galloped foil pelt on 
to Allan Bateman's weighted . 
pass going right, John Bentley 
was handily placed for the kill. 
Two minutes on the dock. Bor- 
der on their uppers. 

Yet it soon became clear 
that the South Africans pos- 


sessed rather more sophisti- 
cated weaponry item the local 
experts had let on. Both props, 
Heinrich Kok and Delarey du 
Preez, caught , the eye with a 
brand of direct nrnnmg and dex- 
terous ball-handling that 
. seemed entirely beyond the Li- 
ons' heavy mob, and with John 
Bradbrook and Greg Miller 
hitting the hot spots with their 
tactical kicking, the tourists 
struggled to capitalise on a 
marked territorial advantage. 

Regan ploughed over on 35 
minutes after a ramble from the 
deeply impressive Eric Miller, 
but some confused thinking by 
Grayson allowed Greg Hechter, 
a real handful in the Border mid- 
field. to work Andre Claasen 
over in the left comer a couple 
of minutes short of the interval 
Greg Miller added two second- 
half penalties to an earlier suc- 
cess and at 14-10, the Lions were 
on the edge of the precipice un- 
til Wiinwright took advantage 
of Doddie Whir’s dean line-out 
catch to burrow his way to a win- 
ning score. 

Wonyingly from the point of 
view of the tourists, Ruhan van 
Zyl, the Border captain, 
reached similar conclusions to 
those of his fellow hooker and 
Eastern Province skipper, Jaco 
Kirsten, as he reflected on the 
day’s proceedings. “The Lions 
are vulnerable up front,” he as- 
serted. “They are not that 
strong in the scrums and when 
they get iO the Tests, the Spring- 
bok forwards will give them a 
tough time." 

Clearly, it is time for Jim 
Ifelfer, the hard-nosed Scot with 
a doctorate in the stem science 
of the set-piece, to reach for his 
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Rob Wainwright (far left) drives the ball over the fine to score the Lions’ winning try against Border yesterday Photograph: David Rogers/Allsport 


whip. Unless the big boys start 
flexmg their muscles and punch- 
ing their weight, the next few 
weeks could be very painful 
indeed. 

Bofriarc Try Claaca IS PanaMaa MBtar 3. 
Brittain Mm: Wn Bentley. Re&n. MAttnwga; 
Pratt? Sampson. . 


Bonlor: R Bennatu K tttmn-Graari G Hectnar, 
KMaWrafD Marta. 43). A ClararcG Utter. 
J BrsSXDOtC H Kok, B «i 2M (capy, D du to&s, 
S Boffia. J G&mg IL Bbte*ay. 73). M Snait 
A Fqk, A Botha fl> Coetzer. 81). 

BRUSH ISLE&T Stin*Han (Newcwda and Enft 
lareC; J Banttay {NwcaSfe and En&rcfl, A 83t»- 
nran (tadvnond and Wales). SGW» (Swansea 
and IMaiesj. T Undenaood [We*eaalo and Eng- 
land): P Qnyson (Northampton and Engbn$, 


A Haulm OAUGM and Entfand): G Bownt r aa 
(Lsorater and Brtand). M Regan fflrtHct and Eng- 
teiafl. OYnmg (Cwtffl and Wcfeu. GWafr (Mew- 
raffle and Scotiam)), J Oauhtaon (London Inch 
sndlretend).BVMpwt g «IWMBonBr» ana Scot- 
mi capo. E MBar (Lerasaerand Mend), N Back 
ffetoeaer ano Engemfl. UmitBoananti* A TMt 
(Newcastle and Soodand) tor Gtos. 44j M Daw- 
•on (N m i ha iaaon and Bwtend) for HaatM, 54: 
PVMra (Saracm am kebnn fertawg. 57. 
Referee: A Buger (Gauteng). 


■ The Pacific nations of Fiji, 
Tonga and Western Samoa 
said yesterday they had joined 
forces and would apply as one 
team to take part in next year’s 
Super 12 senes. The competi- 
tion is currently played be- 


tween four clubs each from 
Australia, New Zealand and 
South Africa. The islands aim 
to have a team fully prepared 
to offer warm-up matches to 
existing Super 12 teams by 
January 1998. 


Wright finds it is good to talk 
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Football 

GLENN MOORE 

T an Wright yesterday admitted 
.e had intended to hurt Peter 
'Jehmeicfief at Highbury this 
jar, but was having counselling 
in an attempt to stop himself do- 
' ing something similar again. 

Wright becomes the fourth 
. England player undergoing 
. counselling after Paul Merson, 
Tony Adams and Paul Gas- 
coigne, He yesterday celebrat- 
ed his test England goal in 
England - against South Africa 
on Saturday - by putting his 
newly focused playing persona 
down to counselling. He added 
1 . IhaL he was looking forward to 
’ returning to Poland on Satur- 
day. Four years ago be scored 
his first international goal there 
to earn England a draw. 

Meanwhile his close friend 
Paul Ince, who was called a 
headless chicken by Graham 
Taylor after his display in 

- .Poland that day, appears, like 

- Paul Gascoigne, to be winning 

- his battle against injury. 

. While fatherhood and a 
move to Italy has calmed lnce, 
Wright needed professional 
help. “It’s not hypnosis, just 


someone 1 can talk to,” he 
said: “In the last few games 1 
have benefited from it. I don't 
want people to think I am talk- 
ing about it because I want sym- 
pathy, everything I am doing is 
for the longevity of my career. 
I want to finish without con- 
troversy, I have got tired of it. 

“Why can’t I deal with anger 
the way someone like Dennis 
Bergkamp can? Maybe it is in his 
nature, but anyone should be able 
to deal with it. This lady has 
shown I can channel my aggres- 
sion m a good way and st^amSe. 

“What started me changing 
was the sending off at Notting- 
ham Forest. I'm so embarrassed 
by it now. As much as people say 
Nicola Jerkan [who Wright ran 
into after being fouled by him] 
rolled over, it was a stupid act 
of petulance by me. I cost the 
team the game. 1 was in a good 
vein of scoring but after that the 
whole season wean sour ” 

Then there was the Schmei- 
chel incident. “I didn’t catch him 
bur if I had done it would not 
have been nice,” Wright said. “I 
do like to pride myself on nev- 
er maliciously hurting some- 
one, but that was a challenge 
where 1 could have hurt the guy. 
I maliciously went in for theball 


hard. 1 am glad Pete is all right 
I'm glad it didn’t harm him for 
the championship. I've got no 
personal grievance with him, 
but when lin on the pitch Fra a 
different anim al and Tm trying 
to tame that animal 

“1 wish I had started my career 
earlier. The discipline of maybe 
being in football when I was 
younger might have been good 
for me, having to do things like 
cleaning boots and toilets. There 
is still a lot of the Sunday foot- 
baller in me. I am sure people 
look at some of the things I do 
and think: That’s ridiculous, 
that's Sunday morning stuff.' 

T used to dislike people who 
criticised me, but now I am try- 
ing to accept it more and cre- 
ate less. If it is justified, I 
deserve a hammering. I am 
tired of that, tired of going to 
see the FA. I want people to re- 
member me for my goals." 

The timing and nature of 
Wright’s confession should save 
him another trip to Lancaster 
Gate over the Schmekhel inci- 
dent, although few will be con- 
vinced about the conversion until 
he has a trouble-free season. He 
has, however, the mental tough- 
ness and intelligence to change. 

“Things are going to be dif- 


ferent now,” he added. “This 
new approach is going to be for 
the rest of my life. The impor- 
tant thing is to be honest about 
iL It is like admitting you're an 
alcoholic. I can’t keep saying I'm 
being picked on. I have to ask 
why. I am going to a counsel- 
lor because things are happen- 
ing to me on and off the pitch 
that make me realise how lucky 
I am and I don't want to finish 
14 ) with people disliking me. The 
Manchester United fans on 
Saturday could easily have giv- 
en me a hard time, but they 
didn’t and I appreciate that" 

Wight is likely to be on the 
bench on Saturday, as he was for 
England's last visit. Ince, after 
training yesterday, should be 
playing- and hopefully playing 
more sensibly than four years 
ago, when a needless foul 
earned a booking that put him 
out of the fateful defeat in 
Norway a few days later. 

“He is a different player 
now,” Glenn Hoddle, the Eng- 
land manager, said. “He is still 
tenacious and aggressive, but he 
is calmer. Going to Italy has 
added something to his game” 
Gascoigne also looks likely to 
play after doing light training 
yesterday- 


Young ones 
set to enjoy 
Premier status 

The kids are all right -or at least 
they will be from next season, 
when the FA Premier Youth 
League begins. 

The League, open to under- 
18s, will embrace all current Pre- 
mier League members, as well 
as clubs recently, relegated. It 
will complement the “Charter 
for Quality” programme pub- 
lished this month by the Foot- 
ball Association’s technical 
director, Howard WDkmson. 

Chibs will play no more than 
30 fixtures a season and match- 
es will take place on approved 
first-class pitches and be refer- 
eed by experienced officials. 

“I am delighted the FA Pre- 
mier League has shown the vi- 
sion to take responsibility for 
youth-team football at the high- 
est level,” Wilkinson said yes- 
terday. “The development is in 
line with my Charter and will 
lead to greater quality in the 
years to come.” 

Premiership clubs in London 
and the south will continue to 
field teams in the South-East 
Counties League. Qubs who en- 
ter the Premier Youth League 
are likely to use SECL match- 
es for first-year trainees and out- 
standing younger players. 


O’Neill on Everton’s 
managerial shortlist 


ALAN NIXON 


Everton’s quest for a new man- 
ager enters its final phase today 
when Peter Johnson, the chib's 
chairman, considers the merits 
of a three-man shortlist of Mid- 
dlesbrough’s Bryan Robson, 
Martin O'Neill of Leicester and 
Leeds United’s George Gra- 
ham. 

Graham has really only just 
arrived at Leeds, but reports of 
disfllusionment over the quali- 
ty of the side and a lack of 
spending money were not 
quelled by his denial of any links 
with the Everton job yesterday. 
The Dutch coach Wim van Ha- 
negexn is coming to Merseyside 
for an interview on Monday, but 
his best hope would appear to 
be a back-room post. 

A dispute over a bonus has 
held up the signing of a contract 
to keep Ronaldo at Barcelona. 
Negotiations bad been sus- 
pended over the one-off bonus, 
around £9m, which the dub said 
they would pay to ensure Ronal- 
do did not go to another team. 

Rangers are hoping to sign 
the Ftorentina centre-half Lo- 
renzo Amoroso today in a 


£4_5m deal to thwart Man- 
chester United. The 25 -year-old 
flew into Glasgow last night for 
talks and is expected to sign a 
four-year contract worth an es- 
timated £16,000 a week. 

Southampton fans are ready 
to dump their expired season 
tickets outside The Dell to 
show' the Premiership club’s 
board the extern of their anger 
at the events surrounding 
Graeme Souness’s resignation. 

A public meeting is set to take 
place at a Southampton hotel 
tonight, and organisers are ex- 
pecting the 700-capadty venue to 
be packed- “The fans have had 

raty^h. We antin' pa te^ very 
large turn-out," Clive Foley, a 
spokesman for the dub’s Inde- 
pendent Supporters’ Associa- 
tion, said 

Brighton have been told by 
Crawley Council that they can- 
not share the new Broadfield 
Stadium with Crawley Town 
next season. The council- 
owned ground is due to be com- 
pleted at the end of July, and 
was considered an option by the 
Seagulls should their plans to 
use Hove greyhound stadium 
fall through. 


Uefa to help 
clubs hit by 
Bosman ruling 

A Uefa fund to provide com- 
pensation to small clubs who 
lore players on free transfers un- 
der the Bosman ruling was 
called “an interesting idea” by 
a director of one of the League 
sides that could benefiL 
David Rhodes, the managing 
director of Wrexham, welcomed 
the plan drawn up by football's 
European governing body, but 
said the reaction from English 
football's authorities will be 
crucial. Uefa’s idea, revealed yes- 
terday, could appeal to smaller 
dubs throughout Europe, whose 
survival was threatened by the 
Bosman ruling on out-of-contract 
pjayensin 1995. 

“While we are interested in the 
idea, we would like to see what 
.the Football League come up 
with, because they have been 
talking to everyone for a while,” 
Rhodes said. “Obviously there is 
something that needs 10 be done 
to help the smaller dubs, and we 
wiD keep an ej-e on iL" 

A Uefa executive commit- 
tee member said the plan was 
for up to £70.000 to be paid, 
from a pool established from 
television revenue, to a small 
club that loses out as a result 
of free transfers. 
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Lions border on disaster 

Wainwright saves the day as tourists 
are a washout in South Africa, page 31 


Muster’s win 

descends 
into farce 


Tennis 

JOHN ROBERTS 

reports from Roland Garros 

Grace and elegance bave their 
place on Court Suzanne Len- 
glen as the French champ- 
ionships mark a centenary of 
women's tennis, but not to the 
exclusion of a bit of blood and 
thunder and a touch of music- 
hall farce. 

Yesterday’s programme 
closed with the dainty offering 
of Thomas Muster versus Jen 
Tara n go, which concluded with 
Muster, the victor, refusing to 
shake his opponent's hand. 

It should be emphasised that 
Bruno Rebeuh, the French um- 
pire who was the subject of 
"firango's ire when the American 
was disqualified at Wimbledon 
in 1995, was otherwise engaged. 
Rebeuh was on the Centre COurt 
officiating a match between Fete 
Sampras and Francisco GaveL 

Britain's Mike Morrissey was 
in the hot seat on Court Len- 
glen. where Muster concen- 
trated chiefly on improving his 
form in order to sustain a mus- 
cular challenge for the title he 
won here two years ago, and 
Tarango presented his custom- 
ary mixture of affronted digni- 
ty and whimsy. 

One minute the American 
was berating the umpire about 


line calls, the next he was imi- 
tating Muster's iron-man walk 
with a panache that would have 
done credit Lo John Geese. 

Morrissey intervened when 
Tarango imitated Musters 
grunting during the course of a 
point, and ordered a let to be 
played. Thrango argued and 
Muster eventually called for the 
Grand Slam supervisor. Bill 
Gilmore. “I asked Bill to make 
sure the match continued flu- 
idly, without having to stop 
and go for five minutes,’' 
Muster said afterwards. 

Morrissey continued to be in 
and out of bis chair, checking 
marks on the clay to settle dis- 
puted line calls, and at one stage 
Tarango doffed his cap and ex- 
ecuted an elaborate bow as the 
umpire made his way back 
across the court to to his seat 

Muster, for the most part 
managed to control his temper, 
but towards the end of the 
third set he delivered a smash 
towards Ihrango's body, the 
ball zooming between the 
American^ legs. Asked if he was 
trying to hit Tarango, Muster 
said: “If he would have been in 
my way, yes." 

Early in the fourth seL, 
Tarango served underarm on 
one point He won that one, but 
lost the game and the match 
drifted away from him. Muster 
winning 7-5, 1-6, 6-2, 6-1. 


Cool hand Pete 


weather, but the man certainly finals to the eventual winner, Rus- 
does as the sun makes the clay sia's Yevgeny Kafelnikov. 


Fete Sampras is the king of cool courts fast allowing him to play 
at this year’s French Open. his trade-mark attacking game. 

The world No 1, aiming to “I don’t mind what kind of 
win the only grand slam title to surface IYq playing on," said 
elude him, "has attracted atten- Sampras, who has won grand 
don try beeping his rackets in the slams on anything but clay. “I 
ice box. know what my capabilities are 

“If I keep them out in the and I know that if I play well FU 
heat, the strings lose their ten- be hard to beat" 
sion," he said after crushing Sampras could become the 
Francisco Gavet of Spain in first man to win all four grand 
straight sets yesterday to reach slams since Australia's Rod 
the third round. “That’s why I Laver, the player he admires 
put them in the refrigerator." mosLHsbestresdtinPariscame 




THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 


No. 331 L Thursday 29 May 


By Mass 




Wednesday’s solution 


HntHkJUUHU UUUMULi 

□ QDMQQEIB 
UEnnHiiaEiiJEGiEnaa 
piHaaHEQC 
BHEQQDD 0HQQEE3DH 
b a Q] ci pi □ 

qqhqiibehi iinaoM 

ID E 0 H □ B 

0H0EE EJDEdDQIJEJD 

□ e □ a 0 e 

EEBEEDE EDEQDBQE 
DHEHEQEIB 
□□HEanEDEICnMEOEiE 
nUQEDEUE 
□P1EDE3D CiraEflEQEQ 


sport 




Lessons from Langer 

Richard Edmondson plays in the sand 
with a golfing superstar, page 3.0 





Asked why he refused to 
shake hands, Muster said: “1 
don't think what we saw today 
was very professional. You can’t 
say whatever you want to say 
and then after the match shake 
bands. 

“We know the history of Jeff. 
He's not an easy guy. There's no 
excuse for certain behaviour on 
the court. I know that I'm not 
always that great when Fra on 
the court, I'm fighting, Fm giv- 
ing everything out there. Fm 
looking at balls and ball marks. 
But that’s all within the rules, 
and there's no problem with it” 

Muster added that Ihrango's 
first-round opponent, Marcelo 
Filippini, had also refused to 
shake hands, but Thrango in- 
sisted that the reverse was the 
case. 

“I think probably his [Mus- 
ter's] ego was just a little 
bruised,” Tarango said. “He 
has such a big ego that if you 
take a little of his limelight, he 
just doesn't like it 1 think that's 
what it boils down to.” 

Asked why be behaved the 
way he did, Thrango said: “I 
wanted to win the first set 
That was the main thing on my 
mind. I didn't think I could beat 
him physically. He apparently 
tr ains a lot harder than I do. 

“You could see that the 
crowd expected me to do some- 
thing bad and wrong. Eventu- 
ally, I felt they just saw 1 was 
trying my hardest and 1 was go- 
ing to have fun. 

“The only thing T had a prob- 
lem with was when Thomas was 
grunting when I was hitting 
the ball. I think there's not any 
room for that. He's doing his lit- 
tle gamesmanship out there. It’s 
a min d game as well as a phys- 
ical game. I guess he wants all 
the rules to go in bis favour. 
That’s not the way it is out there. 

“You know, at some point it' s 
just like an echo in my head, his 
grunting. It's just too much. I 
grunt once and we have to play 
a let. Well. I’m sorry. I mean, I 
just thought that was comedy. 


Wimbledon, here he comes. 

Results, page 30 
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Eye on the ball: Alex Corretja, of Spain, serves on las way to victory over Jens Knippsctuld yesterday Photograph: AP 


Golden Four abandon blood tests 


Athletics 


Abandoning blood testing at the 
elite Golden Four athletics 
meetings would appear to be the 
latest sign that officials are re- 
treating in the war on drugs. 

The meetings in Oslo, 
Zurich, Brussels and Berlin, 
leading events on the grand prix 
circuit, introduced blood test- 
ing amid much fanfare when 
they were launched in 1993. 

Now blood tests, widely re- 
garded as a significant advance 
m the battle against cheats, 
have quietly been dropped. 

“We slopped the blood tests 
because there didn't seem any 
point in continuing.” Wilfried 
Mcert, director of the lvo van 


Damme meeting in Brussels, 
said yesterday. 

“We expected the interna- 
tional federation to introduce a 
new rule that allowed blood test- 
ing. that our tests would be a 
first step. But that never hap- 
pened and the International 
Amateur Athletic Federation’s 
own experts kept telling us that 
urine samples give just as good 
results. 

“There were also difficult le- 
gal aspects. We never received 
the results of the tests - there 
was no reason why we should - 
but in the end it was very ex- 
pensive and we agreed that it is 
the sort of initiative that ought 
to come out of the internation- 
al federations, not from indi- 
vidual meeting organisers." 


Results from analysing 99 
samples taken over the first two 
seasons were only recently re- 
leased. The findings indicated 
that three of 36 women athletes 
tested had testosterone levels 
above the normal range, in- 
cluding one which was three 
times above the accepted level. 

The presence of extra testos- 
terone, the male sex hormone, 
could lead to a four-year sus- 
pension if detected under the 
IAAFs standard urine analysis. 
However, no disciplinary action 
could be taken because the 
IAAFs rules have never al- 
lowed for blood testing. 

Since the Golden Four are 
contested by some of the 
world's top athletes, the three 
positive tests may have includ- 


ed world record holders or 
Olympic champions. 

But when die sport's gov- 
erning body appears to back 
down from taking action against 
drug cheats, it may be expect- 
ing too much of meeting pro- 
moters to take a stand. 

Last year the International 
Olympic Committee admitted 
it had thrown out five positive 
steroid tests discovered during 
the Allan ta Games. The five ig- 
nored tests followed the in- 
vestment of $3m (£2m) in 
much-vaunted new machinery, 
which proved far less reliable 
than had been hoped. 

Only two athletes, both non- 
raedallists. were sanctioned at 
the Centenary Games after 
nearly 2,000 tests. 


ACROSS 25 

I Quail, the bird circling 

take ( 6 ) 26 

4 Odd stale cob, something 
added to hamper ( 8 ) 27 

10 Note lair beset by the 
German dog (3,6)* 28 

II Cut flow feeding drill (5) 

12 Black cat. last of litter in 29 
delivery (7) 

13 Bill's in hat that might be 1 
felt (7) 

14 Connect two metals (3 ,2) 2 

15 Like some champagne. 
(3-5) 

IS Gold tint in a gulf, quite 3 
a scene (S) 

20 Dipped decorous object 
, (5) . 5 

23 Bursting and about to 
crease audibly (7) 


Councillor had capped 6 
everything (7) 

Blighted roots and trunk 7 
(5) 8 

Bird stuffed with ground 
mace -then dessert (5,4) 9 
Lag? Lead shows dis- 
dain (S) 

Coin in the slot ( 6 ) 16 

DOWN 

Return volley in a hot 17 
spot? ( 8 ) 

Elected on day -or oth- 19 
erwise, we hear? Uncer- 
tain ( 24 ) 21 

Rise of sound philoso- 
phy, about second cen- 22 
tury (9) 24 

There shouldn't be any 
difference if you do this 
(4,3,7) 


Business hat, Chaplin's 
top piece (5) 

A warning hoot (7) 
Number m the Euro- 

f ean plane ( 6 ) 
t might be shown by 
PC's utter mania about 
nothing? (5,21,6) 

His engagements are on 
and on (3-6) 

Incline to buy it, break- 
ing into allowance ( 8 ) 
Air nips: maybe it’ll dear 
a thumping head (7) 
Bishop has occasion to 
present decree (7) 
Freezing cold in lorry ( 6 ) 
Time’s about right to 
rouse (5) 


Ayers frustrated by second postponement 
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Boxing 


Michael Ayers' world title frus- 
tration continued yesterday 
when his World Boxing Or- 
ganisation lightweight fight 
against Russia's Artur Grigori- 
an in Stuttgart on Saturday 
was called off. 

The postponement also 
means no fight for the unde- 
feated former British super- 
middleweight champion Joe 
Calzaghe. who was due to meet 
the Brazilian Luciano Torres on 
the same promotion. 

Calzaghe’s fellow country- 
man Robbie Regan, the WBO 
bantamweight champion, had 
already withdrawn from the 
card. 


The fight has been called off 
again because Grigorian has a 
shoulder injury, although Ayers 
has been waiting more than a 
year for his second shot at the 
WBO crown. A previous date 
this year was scrapped when 
Grigorian first sustained shoul- 
der trouble. 

Ayers' first attempt at the ti- 
tle ended in a wide points de- 
feat by Italy's Giovanni Parisi in 
Rome in April 1993. 

Ayers said: “I just don’t know 
what to say other than that I’m 
guned. I was due to fly out to- 
morrow morning. It’s unbe- 
lievable for it to happen at this 
stage. Vm No 2 contender and 
must fight for the tide at some 
stage. Nobody can stop me 
from doing that. 


“But the main point is there 
will be no fight on Saturday, 
which means all my really hard 
training has gone to waste. I was 
just down to making the weight, 
that’s all there was to do. The 
graft and spaning had all been 
done. I don't know what will hap- 
pen now. I am hoping to hear 
more within the next few days.” 

Herbie Hide insists money is 
not the motivation behind his 
campaign to win back the WBO 
heavyweight championship. 

Hide took home £2.6m for 
losing the some title to Riddick 
Bowe just over two years ago, 
and he has told his trainer, Jim 
McDonnell, that he would fight 
America’s Tony Tucker at the 
Norwich Sports Village on 28 
June for a zero purse. 



“I want this fight so much that 
I would fight Tucker for noth- 
ing,” Hide said. “I don’t spend 
a lot of money on myself. I put 
it into my house, my needs are 
not great The interest I earn on 
my investments in a month, I 
would not even spend in a year. 

“But you don’t know what’s 
coining up in the future. I may 
get married and have kids, but 
at the moment I don’t have to 
support a wife and family. I say 
that the only time in life when 
a person is financially secure is 
when they are dead.” 

Hide has invested £20,000 of 
his fortune in importing three 
sparring partners from Ameri- 
ca - Linwood Jones, Kim 
Odum, and Ross Purrity - to 
help him prepare for the" fight 





Guy Hodgson 

Gloucestershire add 

to the Australian 
captain's problems 

You did not have to search 
long for an incident fo&pftomise 
the problem. coufteBmag;^ 
Aus tralian cricket feaj&Lrpn 

Tuesday, prior to the rajrtof 
their three-day game against 
Gloucestershire .at Bristol, 
Geoff Marsh, their odadi, be^an^ 
erecting a video cam era. to mondBL 
itor Mark Thyloris battingi He F 
need not have bothered. 

Before Marsh had finis hed 
putting the equipment togeth- 
er, before he could "begin to 
think about filming, the Ansr 
trali an captain was drag] 
his careworn body back to 
pavilion. M A Taylor, cai 
Russell, bawled Smith 0. He 
lasted just four balls. 

The Sydney. Daily Telegraph's 
headline yesterday was “Dead 
Dude”, which succinctly summed 
up the mood back borne. “The 
problem is,” one AustrahanjC&r- 
nalist said in Bristol ye^erefey, 
“we are playing one man abort * 

Ian Chappell, the former Aus; 
r ra Han captain who is never 
afraid to express an opinion, ap^ 
pears to concur. “I have not seen 
anything in MarkThykufs batting 
to say he’s coming out of a 
slump,” he wrote in ttie sbriwe 
newspaper. ‘Australia have two 
openers in form andl don’t think 
they have enough time to mess 
around with him anymore. I have 
to ask the question: is it a pro-^. 
longed slump or has he gohe?T 4 | 

Taylor, his footwork uncertain, 
is grasping for every run hitihe 
moment He has not score* a 
half-century in his last 20 
or in his last 12 one-day in 
temationals. Worse, the ping 
pong that has been played 
between Australia and Britain 
this week over who selects the 
Test side has given rise to the sug- 
gestiOMhattbe concensus is the 
captain should go. It is just that 
no one wants to be the one tc* 
tell him. 

Alan Crompton, the Aus- 
tralian manager, yesterday said 
team selection rested sole! 
the three appointed tour s 
tors: Marsh, the vice-capt 
Steve Waugh and Taylor. The 
first two, long-standing friends? 
are unlikely to force the-captamfc 
hand. Any dedson will probably 
come from the man himself. ■ - 

“I feel for Mark,” Waugh 
said. “He’s been having a ted 
time but I believe it’s too soon 
to make judgements. Too many 
people axe assessing his form 
over what's gone on in the past 
12 months or so. but this is a new 
tour and so far he's had only one 
first-class knock. If he makes 
runs in the next innings , then 
there shouldn't be a problem.” 

As Wfcugh says: “It's not only 
Mark Taylor who's not doing 
great”. Several tourists have 
found difficulty adjusting to 
soft wickets where the ball 
seams. But wben the captain 
fails, you notice. 

The Australians need a win 
and it is going to take a re- 
markable performance to wrest 
one out of the current match. On 
a pudding of a pitch that is get- 
ting slower by the hour, it was the 
Australian bowlers rather than 
Taylor who toiled yesterday as 
Gloucestershire turned an 
overnight 55 for 1 into 350 afi out 
and a first-innings lead of 101 . 

Nick Dainor was the principal 
beneficiary, plundering the visi- 
tors’ attack for 121 off 246 balls 
in a maiden oentury that included 
17 fours, but Robert Cunhffe also ifr 
helped himself to 61 which rather ‘ 
summed up the way tilings are 
going for the tourists at the mo- 
ment. Both batsmen bagged 
pairs against Essex in their last 
Championship match. 

Txainor, discarded by Dur- 
ham, and who introduced him- 
self to Gloucestershire ty asking 
for a trial,' was out 19 * the 83rd 
over, getting a top ecu? to an at- 
tempted hook off §enn Mc- 
Grath that Mike I£aspiowic|"' 
took with a diving catch at fine 
leg. With his departure the m- ■ 
rungs fizzled out, learing the Aus- 
tralians to negotiate 23 tricky 
overs without undue alarm, 
reaching 43 for 0. T^or, to huge 
Australian relief, wal .19 not out. 
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